Mr Henderson's. cleclaration was 
eard by the assembled ministers 


ever witnessed anything quite like 


But, despite the warnı words, the 


prablems witlı 


Meanwhile Mir Cook was due to 


ıaslily-arranged trip to ste lis 


On Friday lc ancl Mir Blair were 


states rather than fighling them as 
enemies." 

@ In his first meeting with another 
head of government since his elec 
tion, Mr Blair was to meet the Irish 
prime minister, John Bruton, in 
Downing Street on Thursday to 
discuss the Irish peace process. 


UK.elsctlon, pages 10-14 
Comment, page 16 


Kinshasa braces 3: 
Itself for assault - 


Socialists. take 4 
hope în France 


-Ultra-right MP 
stirs up Australia. . 


.Cllnton salutes... 
Blair's triumph و‎ 


‘Brazll's landless, ; . 8 
. take to the road 


France f 
; Germany, 


and diplomats in silence. "I have 


it, You could have heard a pin drop,” 
onesaid. . .- 


European Commission gave warn- 
ing of possible 
Labour's manifesto promise lû cult 
valued-added tax on fuel frum $8 per 
cent to § per cent. Under EU rules, 
governments may raise VAT levels 
to 15 per cent, bul not lower rın. 


visit Paris unl Bonn Lhis week ott 


French aud Gerinan counlerpilrls, 
Hervé de Charetle and Klaus Kinkel. 


expected lo meet the Dutch prie 
minister andl foreign minster, Win 
Kok and Hans Van Mierlo, iı Lun- 
clon. “We want to draw a line undvr 
the fruitless, sterile confrontition of 
the past,” Mr Cook tulkl BBC rauliu. 
"We are confident that we arc going 
te get a better deal for Britain il wı 
work together with other European 


Major hits buffers, page 14 : 


heals Europe rift 


sels with a warmth that would not 
have disgraced the biblical welcome 
accorded the prodigal son. . When 
Mr Henderson promised fellow 
ministers "a fresh start” to relations 
with Europe, they in return de- 
clared that Brilain had finally “aban- 
doned the fringes to return to the 
European mainslreanı", 


cally marked the end of al. 


up lo the 


hı 
His move follows the tandslide 


n 


Mr Cook snicl: “We will tell our 
European partners that we want the 
rights and benefits of the Sncial 
Chapter to extend to the people of 
Britain. It marks a fresh starl in 
Europe for Britain, working with 
other members as a parlner, nol as 
an opponent.” 

In another sign of Labour's Euro- 
friendly attitıcle, Britain sent ils new 
minister for Europe, Doug Hender 
son, to Brussels for talks on Mon- 
day that are preparing the ground 
for the Anısterdam summit in June. 

Mr Henderson, a former trade 
union negotiator, is seen by Mr 
Blair as pı'agmatic and non-ideulog- 
cal on Europe. He will replace Sir 
Stephen Wall, the British aınbas- 
sador to Brussels, and bring Britain 
into line with France and Germany, 
which are represented perntanentiy 
by ministers on the group reviewing 
the Maastricht treaty. ا‎ 

Under the Social Chapter only 
two directives have been passed in 
its five-year existence. One gives all 
wprking: parents the right to thrëée 
months’ unpaid leave after the birth 
of their child. The other concerns 
setting up works councils in multi 
hationalfirms. .. ,... 

; Mr Major negotiated an qptout 
from the Social Chapter and warned 
it could be a Trojan horse that could 
cost 500,000 jobs in Britain. - 

j Britain's EU partners fêted the. 
hew government's return to Brus- 


joulh and of peaking too soon,” said’ 


only one who has the intellechıal. 
capacity to revive the party politi- 
(ally and organisationally,” 

Before Mr Heseltine's ,rush, to 
س‎ with anging last Sef ا‎ a 
ıis supporters were cpnvinced tat 
2 dıis me — he would unify the 


rty and have the..experience tp. |, 


harry the uptegted Blair team, UJ 
ss Mr Lilley o Mi Hakua makes'a 
raniatic breakthrough, the contest 
a likely ta. be,a,.leftrlght run-off 
tween MrClarke:andıMir Howard. ' 
ل ل لا‎ . i 


Guardian Reporters 

OBIN COOK, Britain's new 
R Foreign Secretary, symboli- 
most two decades of Brilish hostility 
towards Brussels this week by an- 
nouncing lıat the new Labour Gov- 
ernment will sigı 


European ‘Social Chapter on em- 
ployces' rights. 


victory of Tony Blair's New Labour 
party in last week's general election, 
which saw the Conservatives re- 
duced to a rump English party of 
165 seats and Paddy Ashdown's Lib- 
eral Democrats boosted to 46 MPs. 
Jolın Major immediately announcecl 
he would resign as Tory’ party 
lender as Labour won a record 419 
seals in the ncw Parliament. 


‘Î ne pro-Hague MP. "But lıe's the 


ùf a healing' candidacy 'aftér: their ' 


or Dowiing Sireèt; knûwîhğ lt cold 
: He's aware ‘of’ the “pitfalls of His’ 


PHOTOGRAPH: RUSSELL BOYCE 


that ringing phrase sat the mantra 
aboııt governing a8 he had been 
elected. “We were elected as New 
Labour and we will govern as New 
Labour.” If this sentence means any- 
thing to anyonewho' hasn't been as- 
sociated with the inwardnes of thé 
great ‘Blair-Mandelson project, 

must be: aš the synodym for a CaU- 
tious centrism thatı:proraises only 
limited results 7’ * .'‘v 
` Ju judging howisuch' tension will 
beaddressed, the relevant contrast ' 
7 .  conilnued on page 16 


votes ta whichetver'candidate of thie 
fight pronıiséès to meke Mr Portillo’ 
thalrman' of the: Conservalive party 
when Brian Mahwinney steps down. 
; Tory MFs'and activists in search’ 


barty's worst electoral "drubbing 
Since 1906 were ‘also looking tothe’ 
former Welsh secretary; ‘Willian 

lague —— aged 36 — wlıo has still to 
be Dorit ir to risk an early bid 


çondéma' hint to yeaa of frtrslratiori.’ 


On the threshold of power . «. . Tony Blair and his wife Cherle arrive 


ies.search'for a leader: 


a wave 
of hope 


COMMENT 
Hugo Young 


. tives during this election, The - 

first was to win, the second to 
minimise every expectation of what 
would happen then. He wantecl to 
over-perform, but under-promise, 
and thought the first depended on 
the second. Now he has got a totally 
unforeseen result. The strategy 
turus out to have producecl a tr 
unphant contradiclion. So İıuge 
was lıis performance that it has 
given rise to massive hopes acl 
dreams, far exceeding what ıe 
promised in order to secure his vic- 
tory. The voters have rollecl over all 
his hesitations, declaring for û land- 
side that's wholly at olds with what 
hıe can deliver, 

The scenes when the new leacler 
arrived in Downing Street were 
extraordinary to behold. Everyone 
seemed so happy. Though choreo- 
graphed by New Labour, the pic- 


ONY BLAIR had two objec 
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tures did not lie. Margaret Thatcher 
at her peak of power never attracted 
such a depth of heartfelt merriment, 
such ur-British scenes of joy and 
laughter. These were the jubilant 
faces of a no-longer silent majority, 
the millions who produced a result 
that a new generation will look back 
on rather as their parents did on 
و‎ huge burden has been : 
ts as if a huge burden has be: و‎ : 

lifted off the. nation's baok: ministers Î , ‘Outside No 10, .the new Prime 
encrusted with .arrogance, MPs Î Minister was already tryiig ay 
sunk in sleaze, a party that long: | that.:His demeanour was exi a 
since stopped listening. to the peo- - He'seized the moment, pressing 2 
ple, above ali a national mood which ‘Î gratitude.ifor being e اا‎ 
tor five years has been shaped by '| solemn responsibility. ere Ww 

the impression: that there ‘was no bit of Kennedy in his tasan: ت‎ 
alternative, The election «cleans out | voice rising up the registerıat eac! 

the House..But it also‘purges, for a.| gentence's last syllable. He pins 
while, national pessimism. The vot ' ae e politician, about every- 


at 10 Downing Street 


x. yet this | thing: except the. Tories and Old: 

a rd E ğorerniig boar. oll ا‎ mea” 
is 3 in pürsuil 0 

E oy a! 2 ee a iS jti but beside: 


Shattered To 


ICHAEL HOWARD, the for 
۴ mer Home. Secretary, WAS. 1 ا‎ 
poised ty n the Tory leadership | tombative “Mr: E ای‎ 
tact oh ‘Tuesday after Joba Majors, hances were r 0 i: 
reslgnation and Michael Hesgltine'ş:| PetériMandelsor, the new ne 
dramatic deparbure fromthe contest: Without’! Portfolio, ugkts ا‎ 
with ' renewed heart trouble’ threw! should join New r 0 ا‎ 
Bll previous calcuılgtiong fo the wind; | hadmorerin commoh with th : par 7 
i John Rêdwûûd, tHë forfier Welsh | tharrthe Conservatives: i 
secrétaryy, Kendêëth, Clarke, the oui. Î | There was also specnlatiin: e 
going chancellor, and Peter‘ Lilley,..| allies of Michael Portilla; tt 
ştandard-bearer..of the ,libertarian’ | his.seat, were angling to’ ‘sell tn 


aR 
hit, have already: declared thern- 

a runners, Stephen Dorrell was 

kxpected:to gut his name forward ãs 
e centre-left alternative ‘to » the: 


ا 


Rugby Union 


Wasps look to 
build on glory 


Robert Armstrong 


meron 
\WYasrs may find thelr profeg- 
sional life ls never the 


again after clinching the 
League One championship with 
a 26-15 victory over Northarmp- 
ton at rainawept Franklins 
Gardens last Saturday, 

The first problem their direc. 
tor of rugby Nigel Melville faces, 
dat a club celebrated for its 
friendly, family ethos, will be to 
improve and expand the squad 
for next season without distur. 
ing the delicate chemistry that 
has propelled them to thelr frst 
trophy since 1990, when they 
also won the league. 

Wasps hope to savour their 
success with a win in Saturday's 
final gume against Harlequins at 
The Stoop, having already tri- 
umphecl at nine away grounda 
this season. Their remarkalyle 
ability to play the same winning 
Hıme home ancl away haa con- 
foundecl their closest challengers 
a4 welî as fostering the selfbelef 
thal has enabled them to score 
more (han 3O0 points u game. 
Gualkicker Gareth Rees, who 
svoretl 16 puints at North- ٤ 
:iunplon, has averaged 14 a game. 

Nevertheless the London club 
will find staying au lhe top harder 
than getting there, given the 
lucrative offers rival clubs will 
mike lo their best players. It will 
be intriguing la sce how far 
Melville gets wilh his moderate 

wife policy, 

“We knew we'd never be tnlked 
abotrt until we won something” | 
sail Wiısps' captain Lawrence 
Dallaglio, whase contract has 
another year lo run. “We 
we had û chance of the tille when 
we hegin the season wilh six 
league wins, ancl it helped that we 
had a young, entlrusinstle team of 
guys who wunted to play for cach 
other. Next season, hough, We 
will nece a squacl of at least 30 
players capable of first-team 
rugby to stny at the lop.” 

Mulville’s ability in tho iranê’ 
fer market, وا‎ 
sirengglhen {hoe 2 
Chrialmaa wilh the Introduction 
of Reed, Honderson and Logan, 
should allow Wasps to make 4. . 
more crediblo challenge ln the 
Europcan Cup. : HH 

According to Rees, whose 4d" ' 
venturous coun have 
ay as mpi his goal '|: 
kicking, Wasps were 2 
ahend İn a season that put . 

greater demands on players ت‎ 
be fitter, faster and stronger 
their opponents. ا‎ 

Three penalties from 30 ie" 
1res or more and a touchiinê - 
conversion by Rees gave Wasp 
a 16-9 half-time lead: , 

Near the end King was bken 
off on a stretcher after a joltlng. 
midfield hit by Allen, and Rees ` 
awitched to fly-half wit Ufton 7 |. 
taking his place at full-bqckr , َ 
To his ced Re e 
stepped up a gear 1n E 
minute of injury time, s¢o0P 1 8 


a loose ball into the hanidê r |. 


hls nit try in eight japies. HE 
true champions WasPs sgn ا‎ 
off with an imperiotaş flourish 


P:Comîmerclal Printing, Leek: 


Barnsley tap a rich seam of smiles 


32 SPORT 


Football Nationwide League, Division One: Barnsley 2 Bradford O 
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Premiership. Bradford player well 
enough in palches to gain lhe pint 


which would have given (hemı a bel- 
ter chance uf avoiding an immeılinle 
return to the Secontl Divisin, and 


the fucl they (lil not gel il owecl 
mıelh tu the steadying influence uf 
Redfeurn and Sheridan in Barns- 
ley's midfield, 

Even su, ihe might of lhe ruar 
which greetel Marcelle’ gual thre 
minules Irem the end reflected the 
anxiety which had buill up imuıngg 
the fans following Wilkinsmr's 
glancing, bouncing hender xisl 
Davison miclway through the first 
half. When Sunglol liil a 
post jusl over i 11 ۳ 
from the end Oakwell could nol 
help reflecting on the chances on 
the rebomıd missed by Wilkinson 
and Hendrie afler Davison had 
blockecl shots from Redfearn. 

Sill, Barnsley showed enough of 
their stronger qualllles — goul 
passing in ıniclfiekl and plenty of in- 
venliveness around lhe opposing 
penally area — 1o suggest lint fron 
ihe point of view of skills ancl imaggi- 
nallon they should not be ott of 
their deplh nexl season, But tey 
will have 1o cover more ground al a 
greater pace, and 38 malches will 
slill seen like 46. ,. 

Danny Wilson; the brlglıt young 
Barnsley manager, ciled Wimble- 
don as ihe example of wlıat can be 
achieved on limited resources. “Ali 
the managers I've had in my career 
have appreciated good football," he. 
added. . : ا‎ 

“Nobody I ever played for used 
long-ball tactics and that just sticks 
with you.” So clearly Barnsley will 


.| try to emulate early Wimbledon in 


spirit rather than substance: 
@ Upwardly mobile Bury have done 
it again. In two seasona the Lan’ 


.Î cashire club have gone -from the 


Third -to the First Division. - Bury 
needed just one point and a goalless 
draw against Watford at Vicarage 
Road was enough to give them pro- 
motion for the second successive 
season. ۹ 

„ Meanwhile at Watford, pop 


.Î singer Elton John has taken over as : 
| chairman for the second time. He 


jwas at the helm in the 1970s 'and 


-| 1980s when the club rosë from: thê 


Fourth Division to the. old First. 
Divislon, ٠ 2 


ted by WC 


,14 Black wil accept fish, but may . 
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Yorkshire terrier . . . John Hendrie celebrates at Oakwell after clinching promotion 


Barnsley were overdue something 
to cheer. : 

“This has given the town some- 
thing to sınile about, something to 
feel a bit of hope about," said the 
club's chairman John Dennis, a 46- 
yearold fruit andl vegetable whole- 
saler. “The place has had a few 
knocks but tle club has achieved a 
lot. You saw the effect today, 16and- 
arhalf thousand of our supporters all 
smiling. You would have to have 
been around the place a long time 1o 
remember something similar.” 

Just how long Barnsley and their 


followers will smile in the Premier- 
ship is a matter of conjecture. Slay- 
ing up next season will depend not 
so much on how well the teaıı per- 
form against Manchester Uniterl, 
Arsenal and Liverpool but the regu- 
larily with which they take points 
off those likely to share the struggle 
ta survive. 

Barusley’s performance last Sal- 
uray, cumposecl at the outset bul 
giving way lo nervuus tension afler 
halfline, offerecl a nor yarclslick 
by which to judge their chances of 
lasting more than a season in the 


David Lacey 


«ARNSLEY'S arrival in the 
Premiership next season will 

. be an aptly-timed reminder 

to the game about where its true 

heart lies. It is safe to assurne tliat at 

Oakwell on Saturday, amid the sea 

of faces rejoicing at the club's 

promotion, nobody was considering 
the benefits a share flotation might 
bring. 

All.that mattered was that Barns- 
ley, having beaten Bradford City 2-0, 
were up and for the first time in 
their 110-year history would be en- 
tertaining the English game's aristo- 
cracy on a more regular basis tan 
the occaslonal cup tie. Many fans 
shed unashamed tears; it meant tlıat 
much to them. 

It was a moment for South York- 
shiremen to relish. Former interna- 
tional cricket umpire Dickie Bir — . 
“Ah said they'd win two-niî — 
never lookerl happier on an after 
noon beset by raiıı and bacl light. 

Michael Parkinson, Barnsley 
FC's Venerable Bele, could join in 
the celebrations content in the 
knowledge ihat, if a Dutch centre 
back called Arjan cle Zeeuw was not 
quite in tlıe Skinner Normanton tra- 
dition, the eventual appearance of 
Peter Shirtfiff, born in Hoyland 

rather than Hollaııd, restored some 
local flavour, 

Every lime 1 teumı goea. up a divi- 
sion lhe urcasion is a happy une bul 
it is harcdl lo remember’ a promotion 
being greelecl wilh such universal 
warmth. Mernories of the miners’ 
slrike and the pit closures that fol 
lowed run deep, and the peûple of . 


2 Aman's make-up is of 

absorbing interest lo him! (9) 

The novice needs caring 

support (10) 

Coloured lads — ten perhaps {7) 

Marine bays' quarters (7) 

A light or welghty timber? (4) 

The player caught in a rocky 

situation (5) 

. 8 Extra monay'’s required for the 
` oleaner beşet by Inflation {8) 

13 Cutting up Ingots — nice , 

work (10) 


O a 2‏ د 


be rattled (9) i 
„18 Many ls the employee tha 
.ı |  ' French treat badly (8). . 
. | 18 Tree requlring some 
. melntenence {7) . . ... . 
18 Made to declare date of birth — 
. B8 usual {7) ي‎ 
21: Take down round about fifly and . 
` . display (5) ا‎ 
23 Fleld certaln serviceman 
1 : become proflclent In (5) 
24 Fruit? Some hope! A rice- 
! pudding more likely! (4) 


! heart, latender() ,.. ;.: 
20 Guits'before dark,(4}. , ... 
22 Sort of fight nobody will pay to . 
ı S8(4-3-d)... f. ° n 
25 Bear with.an ill-disposed : ...: 
dancer 1 


Last week's solutlon . 


@) و‎ ١ 

26 This country's popular benefit... .. 
for retirement {5} 9 و‎ 

27 Put down:Engllsh çonser- . :.. 

- vationists with little hesttatlon (5) .| . 
28 hyisat all tlmes aware of . . .:|. 
-environmental responsiblllty-(9) - 
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tic CrOSSWOrd by Crispa 


1 Inereased turn-over just the . 
` :ı Same (3,2)! .. 2 
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Cryp 


1 Exercises for performance In .. 
forces {9) 
6 Transport dope to get money {5} 
9 ` Rear coaches (5) 
10 Stone as the result of a 
. laboratory bloomer (8) 
11 A safety device to price — not 
essenlla! (10) 


12 Cunning chief (4) . . .. `. 
14 Poles, if glven food, enjoyed the 


aroma (7) 


15 The ship with a well-qualiflad . 


person back In contro! (7) 


,17 Suits and coats In variaty (7) 


19 The entertainer, having some : . 
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The Week - 


Rebels press on to Zaire’s capital 


on time and then sticking to his 
original demand for total control. 

® More than 100 Hutu refugees suf 
focated or were crushed to death 
last Sunday in a train carrying them 
fram a refugee camp in Zaire to be 
airlifted home to Rwanda, a United 
Nations official said. 

Aid workers saw dozens of bodies 
tumbling from open railway carriages 
as the train from Biaro camp, 40km 
away, pulled into Kisangani station. 

The head of the Kisangani office 
of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees, Kilian Kleinschmidt, eatl- 
mated that more than 100 people 
had died, Hundreds were injured. 
“This is one of the most horrifying 
events I have ever seen,” he said. 

UNHCR officials had been told 
by Zairean rebel authorities to ex- 
pect 2,800 refugees. But the six car- 
riages carried hundreds more. 

Survivors sald unde 

had swarmed on to the 

pulled out, forcing chil‏ ا 
dren and the sick to the floor,‏ 


LIE Wiesel, Nobel peace 
prize laureate, human rights 
activist and Auschwitz survivor, 
la to be honorary chairman of 

the $175 milllon fund set up by 
Swiss banks and companies to 
compensate Holocaust victims. 


we make it to Kinshasa before the 

eight daya [the next meeting] then 

too bad. But we cannot wait while 

he makes up his mind,” Mr Kabila 
d 


have seized Mr Mobutu's birthplace 
at Lisala and are also marching on 
his jungle palace at Gbadolite in the 


چ ي 
Chris McGreal in Kinshasa‏ 
ر ھک ا و ایی 


AIREAN rebels have warned 
that they will press ahead 
with an assault on the capital, 
Kinshasa, after peace talks col- 
lapsed last Sunday despite Presi- 
dent Mobutu Sese Seko's offer to 


he first meeting between the 
beleaguered dictator and the rebel 
leader, Laurent Kabila, aboard a 
South African ship off the coast of 
Congo, disintegrated amid disagree- 
ment over the terms of the presi 
dents resignation and. who will 
inherit the power he has held for 32 


Although the host of the negotia- 
tions, the South African president 
Nelson Mandela, claimed progress 
had been made because the two 
sides agreed to meet again next 
week to “narrow the gap”, Mr Ka- 
bila said he had no intention of halt 
ing his offensive on the capital, 
which could come within daye. 

*1 made it clear a ceasefire is out 
of the question and my forces will 
continue to advance on all fronts. If 


The collapse of the talks was a 
severe blow to weeks of US and 
South African shuttle diplomacy, 
which had hammered out a face-sav- 
ing deal for Mr Mobutu under 
which he would hand power to an 
interim president who would negoti- 
ate with Mr Kabila. 

Mr Mobutı agreed Initially to the 
international plan, provided he did 
not have to cede power directly to 
his foe, But Mr Kabila, after delaying 
the talks by two days, rejected that. 

After the talks broke up Mr 
Mobutu was winched ashore in a 
cage because advanced prostate 
cancer left him unable to climb the 


US and South African officials di- 
rected much of their anger over the 
failure at Mr Kabila. They accused 
him of duplicity for indicating to me- 
diators that he was prepared to com” 
promise on the transfer of power 
but then doing his best to scupper 
the negotiations by failing to arrive 


Many of the capital's residents 
believe the last chance to save it 
from assault has been lost. 

Rebel forces are reported to be 
within 65km of ey and E 
troops in Kenge, 1 away. 
bila sald an attack could come almost 
immediately and that an early target 
would be the international airport, 

There are few signs of a serious 
attempt to defend the city, but resi- 
dents fear the growing uncertainty 
could spark anarchy ahead of the 
rebels’ arrival. The capital'a military 
governor appealed for people to 
remain calm as news of the talks 
failure and the threatened assault 


spread. 2 
‘The United States advised its citi 
zens to leave Kinshasa immediately. 
Britain, France and the US have sev- 
eral thousand troops in Brazzaville, 
across the Congo river, ready to 
evacuate foreigners. 
In the past few days the rebels 


N A victory for the tobacco in- 

dustry, a Florida jury cleared 
RJJ Reynolds Tobacco Co of re- 
aponsibllity for the death of a 
amoker who dled of lung cancer. 
Finance, pags 23 


BOMB attack on the 
crowded ticket hall of a rail- 
way atation in southern Russia 
and a skirmish between Chechen 
gunmen and Russlan troops have 
ted relations between 

Moscow and the newly installed 
geparatist regime in Chechenla. 


PACKAGE of civil rights 

laws just paased in Hawaii 
makes the state the most liberal 
in the United States for gay 
couples, But the measures alo 
contain an attempt to nullify the 
expected leglslation of same-sex 


Le Monde, page 18 
Washington Post, page 20 


EADING figures in Swapo, 
Namibia's ruling party, plan 
to try ta have the country’s con- 
stitution changed to allow Presi- 
dent Sam Nujoma to run for a 


NEW type of vaccine based 
on DNA hus blocked the Aids 
virus in chimpanzees, US re- 
searchers cinim that the vaccine 
ia “unprecedented" in a primate 
species ausceptible to HIV-1. 


USTRALILA’S ambassador to 
the United Nations, Richard 
Butler, has been named 
executive chairman of the UN 
commisaion in charge of Iraqi 
disarmament. He replaces Rolf 
Ekeua, who has been in the post 
since its inception in 1991. 


crammed with mor 
northern port of Scutari, 


a 0 in Albania of an Italian-ied multinational force 


EU row with Iran deepens 


sions, Tehran issued a serieş of 
mocking and triumphant statements 
after EÛ foreign ministers, meeting 
in Luxembourg last weck, agreed to 
suspend, ministerial vişila,. crack 
1 Iranian . intelligence 
activities, and suspend the "cri! 
dialogue” with Iran. 

But they conspicuously 
impose even the mildest, .of. fCo- 
nomic sanctions, reflecting Iran's 
enormous . importance’ as. the 
world's fourth-largest oil producer 
agd market for more than $11 bil- 
lian of EU, exports. 


nians heading across the Adriatic towards the Itallan coast last Sunday. I¢ le! 
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Yemen's rulers hold on 


İ bid that triggered the civil war, 
ا ا ا‎ boycotted the 
eleçtiçns to protest against al- 
leged leregularities 
The government 
opposition claims that military .. . 
rity personnel were ; 
the pol],registratiqn 
"Î pracess before the arrival of; : 
tnternational election monltora.. 
lslah has accused the SEC of . 
threatening court actlon in 
an.elJectlon nıarred by shooting , 
incidents, in whith 22 people. . 
ed, 


HE president of the Asianı re- 
public of Tajikistan, Imonmali 
Rakhmonov, survived a grenade 
explosion that kilied two people 

and injured 60 other 3 


EMEN’S ruling General ,.. . 
People's Congress (GPC) 
187 seats in the 301-memker,,. . 
parliament in the first general ,, 
eleçtions since a 1994 civil war ` 
nearly tore the country apart. , 
Yemen's Supreme Elections , 


lan Black In London . 
and lan Traynor in Bonn : 


RAN's . confrontation witli the 
European Union escalated last 
week as member states:qdgcided not 
to return thelr ambassadors to 


Mie PS ON i 
WANıbelleved to he a mem- 

= ber of the Texan separatist, 
group:lnvolved in.a stand-off . 
withthe authorities was ghot; , - 
dead by police hunting two peo¬ . 
plewho escape afte: 
ended peacefully.. 


n ali ather EU members 


en: Britain .and 
Iran took a turn for the worse on 
Monday when a Tehran newspaper 
claimed 8 E UK diplomat in 
the capital, Jeffrey James, was a SRY. 
Mir James 1e the chargé daffaires.at 


niraverslşl head ofthe; 
e 1d Health QOrganisatipn,, ı 
Hiroshi Nakajima, announced -: .. 
thaf he will not seek-re-electon 
when his current term Tunas out . 


ita militant Islamjat wing under | 
. control, Currentîy [slah runs’. . 

Islamic institutes — çatenslbly 
rellglous schools — which tt ..-. 
uaes for indoctrination arid re- 


[eSFONSE 
court verdict .inı Germany. on April 
Iranian leaderg of order. 
ing the killing in „1992, of four Kur 
dish, disaidents: ih the . Mykonos 
restaurant İn, Berlin, ıı .. 

„All EU. amhkasşadors, except 
Greek envoy, were, recalled from 
Tehran after’ the. court .rullng. 
liated by .recalling:ls en 
, Î voys from Europe. و‎ 


{HE world chess hampiom, 
 ‘Garry:Kaaparav, won the 
first game, but lpat the next to the 


a EA E IS a 1 
. EUING haa ordered China's 

J mont celebrated film-maker, 
‘Zhang Yimou, to stay away from... 
. | the Çanpnes fllro festival. ,...i.. . 


ences befween member states. on 
how fo deal with Iran, ;. 


lependents had joing an. Seeking .to,explp 


alllance with lsfab. ~ Rewer... 


ı | Briefly 


O THERE are now 

Ss million people in n be 
“worlh more than $1 milligor 
Finance page, April 27). Di 
tl iı the Cuardlian Weekly sonie 
time last year ilıal 1,000 people die 
cach (ly of cliseases tliat would cael 
Š1 a clay to Ireal? Now if each of 
those 6 million could be convinced 
to contribute $1.85 a month . . . But 
ı0 doubl those goocl people's assets 
are lied up İn more urgent and 
warlhwhile projects — such as 
filling camels through the eyes of 
needles. 

Bruce Callins, 

Kirl, Germany 


1 ORRECT me if Tm wrong, bul 
haven't we long known that 
Iran was sending out death squads 
(EU moves to isolate Iran over ter- 
rorism, April 20)? Why the sudden 
outrage over a fact that has been iı 
the public domain even before the 
Salımanı Rushırlie affair? Those ûf us 
who have crossed Tehran have 
been louking over our shoulders for 
yenıs: only Rushdie is provided wilh 
hundrecls of thousands of pounds 
warlh of pruteclian. 

Thr only purpose a European 
Uuion ban now would serve is to 
buast the chances of hardline cand 
dates in the forthcoming presiden- 
lial elections in Iran. 

Cherry Mfosicshar, 
Oxford 


CCORDINt; to the Washinglon 

Jost article (ludgt’ delays tough 
inuuigration Kw, April Û), the poverty 
line for it faunuily of Jour in the US is 
$176. About unetenth of 1 per 
cent of us here earn that much. 
Poverty? Vou enunut bu serious, man. 
John Orford, 
Afisamis Oriental, Philippines 


OULD somuwone explain whal 
Ihe 1erm “radical cenlre" — 
its used by tle [arbour parly leader 
Tony Blur — enus? ‘To quote 
George Orwell: "If thought corrupts 
language, linpgttyge cun also currupl 
Ihoughl™”. 

ticurge Kereran, 

Eilinburgh 


MUST regisler my dismay al lhe 

behaviour of ny fellow Canadians, 
who feel compellel 1 e ا‎ 
counlry against Ihe ca 
lossetl our way by the socksandsar 
(lals sel in England, I{ these 
descendants of Slıakespeare, Jol 
son and Dickens want lo porlray U8 
as a bunch of semi-literate 
squalling in the [rozen tundra, 80 
much the better. i do wish that Can 
dians would lcarn that the wellkert 
secret that Canada appears to e 
some quarters will neither be 
kept nor secret if they insist ol 
tolling its virtues to the world. 
Jack Gemmell 
Toronto, Canada 
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really do hope thal this seemingly 
caring doctor is right in his belief 
that the euthanasia law is nut, and 


Americans have legilimale rea- 
sons lo be worried, though. In our 
country some basic rigrhls — lake 


nal 
guaranleedl. And that's why no one 
can convince me thal many desper- 
ate and poor people woulcln'l be 
pushed to “choose” euthanasia, 
because il would be the only eca- 
nomıically realistic alternative. I has 
nothing lo do with cloctors, and 


Ta struggle of farmworkers in 
California (US strawberry fields 
turn sour, April 20) has several 
dimensions that were not men- 
tioned in the article, First, the coun- 
try allows illegal immigrants fron 
Mexico just enough border cross- 
ing accessibilily 1{ogether with scant 
regulation of the hiring practices of 
owners anl contractors to cıtsure 
large numbers of sirikebreakers 
when groups like the United Far 
Workers try 1D organise the work- 


search of a decent cleath, April 13) 


will ıot, be abused in Holland. 


for granted by the Dutch — suk 
the righl to health eure, ar 


1 


everything lo do witlı money. 
Marja Hagborg, 
Chicago, USA 


Strawberries 
leave bad taste 


ers, 


Second. the illegals are denied 
health and eclucation services for 
their fanıilies (even while paying the 
axes lo support such services), so 
they are discuuragedl irom nunking il 
permanent life in the US and lave 
little lo gain in Lhe short Lerm from 


joining a union. 


Third, realistically lle US should 
lıave open borders for labour forces 
to move iı antl oul freely if il is 
going to insist on free {rikle reprints 


with ils hemispheric neighbours, Ht 
is a balancing acl wilh exploitation 
by the rich over the poor as lhe ob- 
vioııs goal. 

Tom Frantz, 

Highgate, S1 Mary, Jamaica 


The future in a 


concrete jungle 


AVING recenlly spent four 
years living in Kuala lunqunır, I 


find mysolf al odds with Marlin 
Jacquess vision of KIS future 
{Malaysia lakes n leap into future, 
April 6). Describing the ınulti-merlia 
super corridor, the writer seems to 
reluctantly admit that, “inevitably 
there will be some environmental 
damage". 


Î have witnessed Malaysian 


progress and fear for their country if 
this “corridor” is to be “the heart of 
21st century Malaysla", In ihe space 
of four years, hillsides were stripped 


to be replaced by precariously 


perched concrete high-rises with ar- 
tificlal greenery and clipped gardens 
replacing the sprawl of jungle. To 
clear an area of 75sq km will destroy 
the natural environment and its de- 
pendent wildlife, 


Îf Malaysia really wants progress 


McGough 


WV IE evidence of corruption 
among Palestinian Authority 
officials undoubteclly exists, David 
Hirst (Shameless in Gaza, April 27) 
chose to cite none of it. Instead, he 
Violence is not a good way of solv- Î reliecl on an inaccurate and insulling 
ing problems, but how can anybody | diairibe mainly directed at indiviclu- 
als. Nabil Shaatlh's socalled recent 
welding (lt took place two years 
ago) may have been extravagant, 
but the fact that he “took a wife 
young enouglı to be his daughter" is 
irrelevant to allegations of corrup- 
tion. Nor do comments on Suha 
on the other, grants refuge to MRTA | Arafat's hairdressing habits, or the 
size and dress style of her British 
nanny contribute anything to tlıe 
body of knowledge on the complexi- 


Before the intifada, drinking alco- 
hol in Gaza's beach-side restaurants 
was commonplace, The intifada led 
to greater religious conservatism as 
well as a general averslon to public 
and social extravagance. The return 
of Palestinians from other countries 
— not just Tunisia — has certainly 
contributed to a more progressive 


Hirst implies that alcohol is avail 
able only in the Zahra Al Mada'in 
nightclub, and that it is only the re- 
lurnees who want a more relaxecl en- 
vironment, Since the end of tlhe 
intifada, Ramallah, Bethleheın, and 
Jerusalenı have all seen the opening 
of new restaurants, bars and night 
clubs, financed by local entrepre- 
neurs — changes welcomed by 


An invesligalive report on the 
operations of Al Bahr company, sub- 
stantialecl by evidence of its corrup- 
lion, woukl be welcomed by all 
those concerned with the plight of 


TE assumpilion belıind your 
editorial on euthanasia (Deatlı 
and a moral minefield, April 6) 
seems to be that the case [or ils 
legalisalion is compelling bul thal it 
lias not recelvecl adequale consider- 


national comınission to clarify . . , 
the issues", Bul the case for legnlis- 
ing euthanasia has been heard ad 


2 years Hauseam b 1 
y enıinent bodies, who 
E ا‎ £49 . £89 have decisively rejected it. 
pe, U.S.A., Canada £55 £99 The House of Lords’ Select Com- 
Hest of the world... £34 £63 £116 


mittee (1993-94), the New York 
State Task Force on Life and the 
Law (1994), and the Canadian Spe- 
cial Senate Committee on Euthana- 
sia and Assisted Suicide (1995), 
which all contained members sym- 
Pathetic to the practice in certain 
limited circumstances, were none 
the less unanimous in opposing 
relaxation of its legal prohibition. 
They recognised the grave threat to 
nıany vulnerable persons that would 


more im 
pressive if its writers could find the 
courage to do some revisionary 
thinking on the limits of permisaive 


1 ûnd a monument to the 21st century 
morals legislation instead of treating 


it should turn the super corridor 
into a jungle preserve, where the 
children of Malaysia (Indian, Chi- 
nese and Malay) may go to play, 
escape technology, experience ‘the 
true endangered Malaysian environ- 
ment, and perhaps even get to know 
one another personally. ٍ 
Mark 2 ا‎ 
Windhoek, Namibia 


Director, Linacre Centre Health Care 


A UGE not: a religious. 
fanatic I got the creeps reading 
Dr Bert Keizer's eloquent essay (In 


2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Peruvian injustice gives 
legitimacy to guerrillas 


HE Peruvian hostage crisis is 

over, ancl is İt not symbolic tlıat 
among the hostages only a judge 
died {Military strike frees Lima 
hostages, May 4)? For despite the 
rhetorical, politically preemptive 
use of the term “terrorists”, the 
Tupac Amaru are guerrillas whose 
legitimacy is reborn each time jus- 
tice dies among their people, The 
government of Peru continues to vi- 
olate international norms of human 
riglıts in its savage treatment of po- 
litical prisoners — injustices pro- 
tectecl by the law itself, 

It is an open secret that in regimes 
such as Peru's the political and eco- 
nomic élite convert the legal system 
into an arm of capitalism so that it 
may fourish uninhibited by the rule 
of law, In this setting all pretence at 
distributive justice is abandoned, and 
the inherent, potential eriminality of 
unfettered capitalisın is unleashed, 
Fusing law with military and police 
enforcement of its Darwinian ground 
rules, capitalism brags openly of its 
blood ties to an ugly, successful step- 

brotlter— organised crime, 

In the international comnıurtity we 
know these things. So, like the 
Catholic monsignor used in Fuji- 
mori's bad faith negotiations, we 
should weep now, in genuine relief 
that most of the hostages are alive, 
but also in shame and sorrow that, on 
our watch, another juslice has died, 
Carol Leigh Rice, 

Victoria, BC, Canada 


Truth behind 
graft in Gaza 


hundreds who lave been killed by 
the ignorance, fanalician and arro- 
gance of those guerrillas movements. 

Fujimori took a chance and won. 


reaclı a compromise witlı a group of 
terrorists who don't care about 
bombing or killing? 

It is a pity the way Germany, on 
fhe one hand, expels Bosnian 
refugees to their clesiroyed home- 
land without any consideration and, 


representatives. But I agree that it is 
better to keep then under the 
scrutiny of Western police than lel 
them disappear in some terrorlst- 
friendly environment, such as North 
Korea or Libya. 

Jvan Penaloza, 

Caracas, Veneauela 


ties of the Palestinian situation, 


/ JH not sure if my country — Aug- 
tralia — added to the flurry of 
international congratulations for 
President Fujimori at the end of the 
Lima siege, The strongest image I 
have from the reports is that of a 
teenager screaming “l surrender”, 
being deliberately shot down and 
then having her forehead blown 
apart with an extra bullet, just to 
make sure. You can call her a dan- 
gerous terrorist all you like; she still 
looked like a gutsy and politicised but 
tirecl and terrified teenager to nıe. I 
hope my government did not fall over 
iiself ir the rush {o congratulate hers. 
Military brilliance, yeah, yealı. 

‘The fac is, the Peruvian élite sip 
cocktails and have surrendering op- 
position voices gunned down, while 
one in five Peruvians clo not eat 
enough and lıundredea rat in jail. 
Alison Clarke, 

Guadalajara, Mexico 
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social environınent. 


Christians and Muslims alike, 


¥ CONGRATULATIONS for 

your edilorîal (Brulal end to 

the Lima siege, May 4), 1 woııld like 
to ad a few comıments. 

We can feel pity for the young 

MRTA guerriillns who died, but it 

vanishes as soon as we think of the 


ordinary Palestinians. 
Jean Lenkock, 
Ramallah, West Bank 


PC posturing on 
moral issues 
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For months Mr ord who had 
come to power promising a more 
comfor talle and relaxed Australia 
where anything could be discussed, 
chose to ignore rather than criticise 
her. But the coalition Libera 
National Party government is Wor- 
ried that its traditional supporters 
are crossing over. 
Last week the foreign minister, 
Alexander Downer, launched the 
broadside on Hansonism that many 
thought a year overdue. He said her 
policies to ban foreign investment 
and bring back racially discrimıina- 
tory imnıigration policy would crip” 
ple Australia's relationship with Asia. 
® Aborigines threatened to lobby 
for a boycott of Sydney's 2000 
Olympic Games by black countries 
last week after Mr Howard backed 
miners and graziers in a bitter 
stand-off over land rights. 
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‘Oxley Moron’ woos middle Australia 


blue collar voters and rural outposts, | dropped by the Liberal Party of the 


It does not seem to matter that 
several hundred people have ob- 
jected to the movement's application 
to: register with the Australian Etec- 
toral Commission as a formal politi- 
cal party. The complainants object 
that One Nation's narne is obscene, 


Ghristopher Zinn in Sydney _ | i ug uf Hansants book smilie | and Lilo middle Austria prime minister, John Howard, or al 
AULINE HANSON'S re- Î almost all Australia's problems to the Ms Hanson is barnstorming the ey e remarks — shows 
2 cently formed One Nation | “new religion of internationalism, of | bush and attracting crowds of 1,000 | signs of abating. 


people to fundraising meetings. 
Within a fortnight of its founding, 
her One Nation movement had re- 
ceived nore than 9,000 requests for 
membership. 

New Zealand businessman John 
Lehmann, who runs a rightwing 


anti-white racialism, multiculturak 
ism, feminism and Asianisation”, 

In short, the former Queensland 
chip shop owner, wlıo represents a 
seat called Oxley, near Brisbane, 
has galvanised enough who are diş 
ilusioned with mainstream politics 


movement came of age last 
week. Two opinion polls showed 
that between 10 per cent and 25 per 
cent of Australian voters would sup- 
port the independent MP's much 
vilified but apparently popular 
brand of antAborigine, anti-Asian 


i jan and targets minorities. 

1 1 k. group, said he hopes to bring Ms | un „Australi 

iat gH 2 er ius issues such as م‎ a ا و 1 0 ا 0 ا‎ 
ing" — lo nning debate on Aborigin lunch his antkimm! م‎ : 

ra nl book, اا‎ native title 0 the 40 per cent of Aus- Î ment Accountability League Party. tors as the Oxley Moron, made a 


maiden speech claiming that 
“reverge-racism" bankrolled Aborig- 
ines and multicultural groups at the 
expense of mainstream Australians. 


The Hanson factor, which was 
dismissed by most politicians after 
she was elected as an independent 
MP in March 1996 — after being 


tralia under pastoral leasehold have 
played right into her hands. 

The polls indicate her support has 
spread far beyond the marginalised 


Aborigines were cannibals 
seemed to be acquiring the clout to 
win three seats and the alkimportant 
balance of power in the national sen- 


Report reveals 
atrocities in 
Matabeleland 


David Beresford 
In Johannesburg 


want to make the right 
investments 


: selecting them 


HE firsl comprehensive account 
has finally emergel of the 
atrocities perpetrated by Robert Mu- 
gabe's troops in Zimbabwe's south- 
ern province of Matabeleland afier 
independence. The hideuus stury of 
how Presideni Mugabe's Karen 
trained troops quellerl a rebellion in 
the early 1980s has cume oul in a re 
port by the local Catholic Coınmis- 
sior for Justice ancl Pence. 
The shack findings were pre- 
seınlecl to Mr Mugabe in March, but 
the country's eight Catholic bishops 
renegecl on a pledge to release the 
study publicly. However, a copy haa 
been obtained by the Guardian. 
The report, basecl on testimony 
gathered by the commission from 
more than 1,000 people over a five- 
year periocl, swees aside a curlain of 
silence. The commission focusedl its 
investigation on two case-stucly areas, 
ihe Tsholotsho and Nyamandlovu 
districts iı Malabeleland North ancl 
Matobn in Matabeleland Suuth. 
Matabeleland in the.early 1980s 
was the cenire of tensions belween 
Joshua Nkonıo's Zipra, tlie armed 
wing of tle mainly Ndebele Zapu 
parly, and Mr Mugabe's Zanla army, 
Zanu's armed wing. Tensions were | 
exacerbatecl by a South. African. | 
: backed destabilisation campaign.: |, 
Dissidents carried out atrocities in’ | ' <‘ 
the region but on a tiny scale com’ 
; pared with thé state security forces: 
` In August 1981, 106 instructors |: 
arrived from North e a 
began training what was tobe! | 
اسسا‎ as Five Brigade, or Guku- 
rahundi — Shona for “the rain 
which washes away the chaff before ; 
the'spring rains": Made up mostly of 
` Shona-speaking recruits from Zanla, |; 
1 
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wearing distinctive uniforms. and |i 
armed with AK-47s, the crack unit i: 
was tû terrorise Matabeleland. The: |' 
government introduced curfews, 
journalists were -prohibited' from | 
leaving the provincial capital, Bula-. 
wayo, and Fivè Brigade sêt tö work..' 
The report says: “Within weeks |' 
of being mobilised at the endıof. 
January 1983 . ... Five Brigade was: 
responaible for mass murders, beat’ 
ings and property burnings in ..' |; 
Northern Matabeleland .. . Within 
: the’ space. of six weeks more than’ |: 
` 2,000 civilians had died, huündreds'of' 
` homesteads had been burnt and |. e 
; thousands of civilians. had. been  ' A 
¦ beaten. Most of the dead were killed | . 4 
; in public executions.” ا‎ E 
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ments only decision was to listen (o 
ihe Germans ancl “shut up”, He 
alded: “The Germans are ak 
soluiely delermined to have the 
single currency. For (| 
[Helmut] Koh! this is the key to 
cverything. Because it cannot be 
allowed to fail, this opens the possi 
bility of in-depth discussions be 
tween friends.” 

Outlining Socialist priorities, in 
cluding rducation, housing and tax 
reform, Mr Fabius said that one of 
the mosl urgenl nteansures would be 
rapid negotiation on Europe, But aq. 
ather party leader, the former cul 
ture minister, Jack Lang, said it was 
scandalous and insulting to say that 
Mr Jospin was ready 1o sacrifice tle 
higher interests of Europe for 
2leclurate advantage. 

Referring lo Mr Juppé's allege 
tims that the Snrîalist party leader 
hal cooled an Europe to ensure an 
elevtural partnership with the Eure 
strptic Communists, Mr Lang said 
Seurialisls wantett more, not less, 
Europe. ‘This would mean Ihe gor- 
ernment taking a slronger ete 
nomic line to control and inspire the 
Eurupeat Ceniral Bank, “More 
Eurape ıneans a more social Ëv 
rupe, iı more lechnalogical Europe 
itl more Europe for yuung people,” 
he adet. 

The strong Socialis showing in 
upinion pulls has forcerl lhe conser 
vilive' cualitian tı reconsider laclics. 
After the Elyse palace bintef that 
Mr Juppê might ıl be re-appoinied 
even il lhe rigtll is slccessful, cam 
paign orgartisers are encouraging 
spvculalion on it possible successor. 

A clearer piclure will probably 
emerge afler Presiclenl Jacques 
Chirac inlervenes in the cleciion 
campaign this week in ihe hope of 
slopping the slide. 


Le Monde, page 17 


‘Tobacco-rclated deaths, 
prinarily from lung enncer and 
circulntory dincuse, armotınt to 
3 milllon a ycar, or 6 per cent of 
total denths, wilh amoking 
accounting for one in seven 
cuncer cases worldwide. “Ihe 
trend of increnslug consumptlon 
in many countries continues, the 
epidemic has many decades to 
run and will surely be judged bY 
future generations to have been 
one of the greatest health 
tragedles in the history of 
mankind,” the report states. 

It says that in 2020, at e 
15 million people wo 
develop cancer, corm! 1 
10 million cases mane now. 
In developing countries cases 
will double, and in industrl-. 
alised natlons they wlll 
by 40 per cent. 1 

The number of diabetes 
ferers worldwide is expected 
rise from 135 million in 1995 
300 million in 2025. e 

Today there are about 0 
million people aged 65 ûr morê 
the report says. By 2020 the 
number is expected to ex ا‎ 
690 milllon. Without good س‎ 
ity of life, extra yeats 
into a penalty rather than a 
prize. Average global fe hoiié 
pectahcy is now 65 aid 0 : 
countries is approatilfig 80. 


French Socialists 
close poll gap 


Paul Webster In Paris 
Cin iı elec 


ا ا ا ي 
ITH confident:‏ 

tion upset growing on the 

French left, Socialis parly 


leaders have marle it clear that 1hey 
will demane! a complele revision of 
conditions for entry into European 
monetary union atl will emphasise 
the soclal condilions. 

“Those who accept {he euro with- 
out conditions . . . İn violation of the 
spirfl of Mnastricht are Ihe 
gravediggers of lhe European Idea,” 
the party's firsl secretary, Lioncl 
Jospin, said on Monday after tlıe 
rightwing newspaper Le Figaro 
forecast that 41 per cent of the clec- 
torate wanted a leftwing victory in 
the two rounds of voting starting on 
May 25, compared with 39 per cent 
who wanted tlıe ruling rightwing 
RPR-UDF coalition to win. The re- 
mairing voters were either unde- 
cided or backed otlher opposition 
parties. 

Although opinion polls have 
shown a swing 1o the Sucialists dur- 
ing canıpaigning, Freneh electoral 
rules, inclutting lhe drawing uf cun- 
stituency boundaries, would slill 
give a slight aclvantage in seals 1o 
the right, which has more thar {%0 
of the 577 Nalional Assembly’ seals. 
But a further small swing, possibly 
as litle as I or 2 per cend, in some 
key marginals would ensure a ııar- 
row electoral victory for a lefiwing 
governntenl, four years afler a rol 
in parliamentary polls, 

In an interview with the regional 
Têlégramıue (le Brest newspaper, 
Mr Jospin said France shoulkl be 
giving a lead oıı Europe, implying 
tliat Alain Juppé's governmenl was 
lamely following the Germans. 

The Socialist former prime minis- 
ter, Laurenl labius, was more ex- 
plicit during a radio broadcast when 
he said thal until now the goverı- 


disorders including dementin, 
chronic lung conditions and 
musculoskeletul problems such 
as arthritia, 

But developing countriea fnce 
the “double burden” of having to 
fight Infectious diseascs while 
being increasingly afflicted with 
the lifestyle illnesses seen in 
more affluent countries, 

The report warns that heart 
disease and atrokea, alrendy 
leading causes of death in richer 
nations, will become far more 
common in poorer ones, Globally, 
cases of diabetes will more than 
double by 2025, and there will 
be a huge rise in some mental 
disordera, especlally dementias. 

The WHO calls for an “Intenai- 
fled and sustained” global carm- 
paign to encourage healthy 
lifestyles and attack the risk fac: 
tors of many diseases: unh 
diet, inadequate physical - 
activity, smoking and obeslty, 

` The report shows that circula- 
tory diseases, such as heart - 
atilacks and strokes, kill 15.3 
million people a year at present. 
Cancer in all its forms kills 6.3 
million. Lung diseases, such as - 
emphysema and bronchitis, kilt 
2.9 million. Theae add up to ` 
24.5 million deaths, or 47 per 
cent of the annual global total of - 
deaths from all causes, 
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Police exposed by drug trial in Vietnam 


But tle interior minister, Le 
Minh Huong, insisted that legal 
proceedings would nol be halted, 
The governmenl was “determined 
not to lct the case sink”, he said. 

The case has ils origins in events 
last year, when one of lwo Laotian 
traffickers caught bringing in 15kg 
of heroin broke down before a firing 
squad and startled to name names, 
earning a reprieve from his death 
sentence. 

Capt Truong was among those 
arrested, as well as the deputy head 
of the Anti-Narcotics Bureau, Vu 
Huu Chinh. In a raid on one of Capt 
Truongs three homes, 5kg of 
heroin and $90,000 İn cash were re- 
portedly seized, 


World faces explosion of lifestyle illnesses 


Chris Mihill 


ت 
TE world is facing a huge‏ 
increase in suffering and‏ 
disability from cancer, heart dla.‏ 
ease and other lifestyle illnesses‏ 
in the next 25 years, the World‏ 
Health Organisatlon warned on‏ 
Monday. 4‏ 
There will be a 33 per cent‏ 
rise in fung cancers in women‏ 
and a 40 per cent rise In‏ 
Prostate cancers in men in‏ 
European Union countries alone‏ 
by 2005, the WHO predicts,‏ 
are Hkely to double in‏ 
most countries, with sı‏ 
poor dlet and an ageing popula-‏ 
or ug the tise. .‏ 
ng of “Iifeatyle plagues”,‏ 
ا 1997 the WHO's‏ 
states: “Dramatic increases in -‏ 
life expectancy, combined with‏ 
profound changes in lifestyle,‏ 
will lead to global epidemics of‏ 
cancer and other chronic dis- -‏ 
case in the next two decades.‏ 
The main result will be a huge‏ 
increase in human suffering and‏ 
disability. There is an urgent‏ 
need to find ways to reduce that‏ 
coming burden,” :‏ 
While infectious diseases are‏ 
well under control in the iadus-‏ 
trialised world, societies face a‏ 
growing toll from cancer, heart‏ 
disease and strokes, metital‏ 


Drugs squad offlcer Vu Xuan Truong takes the stand in a Hanoi courtroom 


drugs squal captain, Vu Xuan 
Truong, who was quoted in the 
state-run Lao Dong newspaper as 
promising to “expose some ex- 
lremely important people" in ex- 
ciıange for leniency. 

The case highlights Vietnam's 
emerging role as a pipeline for 
drugs nıoving from southeast Asia's 
golden triangle to Western markets, 
Heroin scizures last year miore than 
doubled. 

Authorities have given the case 
saturation media coverage but re- 
cently reversed an agreement to 
atlmit foreign reporters. They also 
disconnected the public address 
system that normally carries court 
room proceedings to crowds outside. 


$25bn gold find a ‘hoax’ 


John Agllonby In Jakarta 


Nick Cumming-Bruce 
in Bangkok 


UNDREDS of Vietnamese 

crowded into a Hanoi couırt- 
room last week for the start of a 
drugs trial that {hrealens to expose 
topJevel narcotics trafficking in the 
country's powerful Internal securily 
apparatus. 

More thou 10 of the 22 defen- 
dants, including police, customs and 
border security officers, could re- 
ceive the death penalty for their part 
in a ring suspected of smugyling 
more tlıan 30Ûkg of heroin into ihe 
country. 

Particular interest is focused on 
the testimony of an interior ministry 


sald: “The magnitude of the tamper- 


and David Gow Ing wilh core samples that we 

SITUA LIL o | believe has occurred . . . is without 

5 hailed as the biggest gold precedent in the history of mining 
discovery İn the world this cen- anywhere,” 


tury, worth $25 billion, But on Mon- 
day İt turned out to be the biggest 
hoax of all time, 

The Busang site, on the island of 
Borneo, Indonesia, far from contaln- 
ing the gold trumpeted by a small 
Canadian mining firm, is the scene 


Strathcona, which described its 
و‎ a8 و‎ did not 
e anyone for the tampering. 

Mîr Walsh issued a atatement any- 
ing his company was “devastated”. 
But, in a fax from the Cayman ls. 
lands, John Felderhof, Bre-X's head 


of fraud on an unprecedented scale, | of exploration, insisted there were 
an independent testng firm re- significant amounts of gold: “I 


ported. 

The mining consultants Strath- 
cona Mineral Services Limited said 
samples taken last year from the 
site, run by the Canadian company 


believe that eventually our work and 
our deposit in Busang will be con- 
firmed.” : 
Indonesia's minister of mines and 
energy, Ida Sudjana, said his gov- 


Bre-X in the mountainous jungle of | ernment woul take immediate and 
East Kalimantan, had been tampered strong action as soon as it received 
with to boost their gold content. the official report, 


In February, Bre-X said there 
were 71 million ounces of gold, 
worth $25 billion. On Monday 
Siratheona said the find was not 
ever economically vinble, 

Two of Bre-X's leading partners, 
the New Orleans-based Freeport 
MeMoran Capper and Gold, and the 
Indonesian conglonterate P T 
Nıuısamba, announced they would 
pull out. Nusamba is 80 per cent 
owned by President Suharto, 

In a blunt lelter to Bre-X's chair 
man, David Walsh, Strathcona's 
president, Graham Farquharson, 


Mr Walsh spent his last $80,000 
on an expiring land claim in the 
Kalimantan jungle in 1993, He and 
his wife made almost $64 million 
last year by selling some of their 
Bre-X shares. He defended his ac- 
tion by saying İt was less thar 3 per 
cent of his total stock. 

Bre-X’s collapse began in March, 
wherı Freeport cast doubts on the 
size of the mother lode, Two days 
earlier, Michael de Guzman, a Fil 
pino who discovered the deposit, 
diecl after falling 250m from a heli- 
copter. 
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HIGH RETURNS 


...needn’t mean high risk 


ANGLO-AMERICAN Option 


Up to 15%2 


EUROPEAN Option ب‎ 


Unlimited Growth 


if the stock markets perform, 
your money back 
if they don't 


if the stock markets perform, 
4.5% p.a. if they don’t 


If you are interested in the potential of stock market investment, but don't want to risk your capital, 


Midland Offshore Guaranteed Capital Investment Bonds Limited 
could provide the answer. There are two options. 


ANGLO-AMERICAN DIKI This links your return to HURIDIOIINI This three year option links your 
the performance of the UK and US stock markets for return to the combined performance of the 
1 1 German and Swiss stock markets. Your return is only 
either three or five years. For example, the five year : 
imi the markets. Even if the 
1 1 1 1 1 up to 15% limited by the performance o ٠ 
sterling option provides a maximum return o 
per i The minimum return is 4.5% per annum, NO markets g0 down, you will receive your original 
matter how the markets perform. investment back in full. 


Each option is available in sterling or US dollars, from a minimum investment of 25,00 or US$5,000. For full information 
about how you can benefit from stock market investment without risking your capital, please return the coupon or 
contact our 24 hour Helpline on the numbers shown below. But hurry, this offer must close on 15 August 1997. 


2 


1 1 Member HSBC Grip 2 : 


441534 616333 
ا‎ hone ١ 
441534 610222 .: 
‘this COUPON... 


° f ` Tol Midland Bank Fund Mafiagers (jersey) Limited, i’ , 
1 0 0 Box 26, 2834 HIIN streêt, St. Heller, jersey JEM BNR, thanpel işlnd 
E i. .. Please send me details on lhe. new Midland Ofhore Guarangeerl 
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The Bill and Tony 
show hits the road 


Israel last year attracted siınilar 
media attention, < 

There was also some price in co- 
aulhorship among the centrists ancl 
modernisers in tlle Democratic 
party, particularly in the. Deınocratic 
Leadership Council, the .think-tank 
and lobby group that Clinton chaired 
in 1991 and usecl as the launıclı pad of 
his presidential campaign. 

"I think It's terrific that the New 
Dentocrat and New Labour fornula 
is clearly taking hold in all the 
denıocracies,” Al Fron, DLC direc- 
tor, told me, “Since so muclı of what 
Blair has done was nıoclelled on 
what we did witlı Bill Clinton in the 
early 1990s, | think you are goiııg to 
see a very strong co-operation be- 
tween the parties and the staffs, 
And i also hope this means that 
Britain will play a much stronger 
role in Europe.” 

Even such Republicans as Paula 
Dobriansky, Bob Dole's foreign pol- 
icy adviser, were caughl up in the 
mood. "Maybe it was tine for a 
change of faces, but we don't see any 
policy change Lhat will matter to us." 

The only sour note came from 
British-born Tony Blankley, the ad- 
viser to Speaker Newt Gingrich, He 
saîd! “I just hope this Joesn't mean 
Greal Britain is going to dwindle 
into a kind of Denmark,” And he 
questionel whether Blair's Britain 
woukl offer ils bases for US air 
sirike against terrorist targets in 
another country, as Margaret 
Thatcher offered for President 
Reagan's sirike against Libya in 
1985. But even Blankley noted with 
appreciation that Blatr had copied 
the Gingrich technique of campaign- 
ing on a"Cont'act with America". 

The speed with which Blair has 
become a familiar name on the US 
political scene is remarkable, When 
he was elected leader of the Labour 
party, the political junkies at the 
DLC in Washington began asking 
one another who on earth he was, 
Since the DLC is the main think. 
tank for Clintonism, thelr baffle- 
ment rather (lented tlıe fashionable 
mylh of Bill and Tony replaying tlıe 
Thatcher-Reagan role of trans 
atlantic souf mutes, 

Blair is a lot better known in 
Washington today, thanks lo the C- 
Span's cable channel's Sunday 
evening screening of parliamentary 
question time, to a long and flatter- 
ing profile in the New Yorker, and 
to a rather less flattering portrait of 
him a8 a Clinton clone on "Sixty 
Minutes", the top-rated TV public 
affalrs show, 

The fact still remains that by far 
the best known of the new Labour 
team is the Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, who has been making the 
rounds in Washington and Wall 
Street at least once and sometimes 
twice a year throughout the 
nineties. He has made himself a 


l1 
The US this week 


Martin Walker 


N THE morning after the 

British election, just before 

he rang Tony Blair to con- 
gratulate him on “a terrific win", 
President Bill Clinton had one ques- 
tion for aides wlıo were marvelling 
with hin at the scale of Labour's tri- 
umph. He wanted to know whether 
this also represented a defeal for 
the Eurosceplics, which would lib- 
erate Blair to follow Clinton's advice 
and move ahead fast to consolidate 
Britain's relations with Europe. 
The advice was given when the 
two men Inet last year. Blair said he 
thought he woull win, but he was 
no! sure wlıelher he would be able 
to move fast on ihe two issues Clin- 
lon lad raised: Europe and Nortlı- 
ern Ireland. 

"We said lt always makes sense lo 
use your early momentum for the 
| big things. Move fast, don't delay,” 
recalled former national security ad- 
wiser Tony Lake, who took part in 
the conversation with the Labour 
party leader. “And like every British 
Mend, Tony Blair was left in no 
doubt that Britain's influence in 
Washington is the greater if Britain 
sa lull player la Europe." 

Beyond the geopolitics, and be- 
yond the caution of mubltc atate- 
ments, there was an unprecedented 
mood of rejoicing in the administra- 
ton. The office of Elaine Kamarck, 
senlor adviser to Vice-President Al 
Gore, had the look of a Labour 
shrine, bedecked with Blair memo- 
rabliia. 

For Clinton, the Blalr victory rep- 
resents the longoverdue chance to 
take what is still seen ıs a "apecial 
relationship" out of the hoary and 
sentlmental grip of second world 
war and cold war irıtirnacies, and to 
recast it into the future. This goes 
beyond the ideological sympathy 
belween Blaîr and Clinton, and their 
skill in charting similar ways to 
modernise centre-left parties in 
order to Win power again. It in- 
chıdes an embrace of the freetrad- 
ing global economy, and a common 
emphasis on investing in education 
between two countries that Gore 


fided Laura Tyson, who chaired 
Clinton's Council of Economic Ad- 
visers and then ran the National 
Economic Council, after she ex- 
plained wlıy Clinton had to ditch his 
initial public spending plans and at- 
tack the deficit instead. 

Phoning around Washington in 
the wake of the British general elec- 
tion, I found nobody who could, off 
the cuff, name Labour's slıadlow 
spokesman for defence. And it was 
only in the specialised areas of the 
state department ihat the name of 
Robin Cook was familiar as the 
probable next foreign secretary. 

“T don't think anybody gives a 
damn about Blair's foreign policy, so 
long as they are OK about enlarging 
Nato,” commented one veteran 
Anglophile at the stnte department. 
“What is missing is any understand- 
ing of where Blair stands on insillu- 
tional reform and on a common 
European defence ancl security pol- 
İcy, and whether hıe'l! be taking any- 
thing to the Amsterdam summit 
except an altitude," 


HE END of the cold war has 
fundamentally shifted the na- 

ture of the Anglo-American 
relatlonship. Defence and security 
are no longer central, even at a time 
when the main thrust of US foreign 
policy is to enlarge Nato into east- 
ern Europe. Finance and commerce 
have replaced them, but within the 
Particular context of Britain's role in 
Europe, and America's mounting 


naıtcial assets, with the dollar's rule 
consiclerably diminished, to 450 
per cent, This could imply as much 
as a trillion dollars being shifted 
from ihe US currency to lhe new 
euro, which could have an interesl- 
ing impact on exchange rates in 
1999, and thus on interest rates in 
what will soon be an election year in 
the US. 

The prospect of {he euro is tls 
revilalising Aımerica's traditional 
love-hale relationship with Buro- 
pean integration. They martcd il 
witlı the Marshall Aid plan 50 years 
ago, and lave morc or less ericour- 
aged it ever since, even as they [rel 
at Europe's prolectionist inslincls 
and France's occasional ambillons 
to make Europe into a rival siıjxer- 
power. 

Hence Washington's overwheln- 
ing preference for Britain lo be fully 
and unequivocally Inside Europe, an 
the guarantor thant Europe remains 
Atlanticiat in ouilook, And one of 
lhe main reasons for Brown's igh 
profile in the Clinton aclministration 
has been to tell every American 
who will listen thıat a Labour govern- 
mient will be a good European, 

“The message I am getting loud 
and clear in New York is that Amerl- 
can companies — like Japanese firna 
such as Toyota — are increasingly 
worried about Britain's relations with 
the EU under tlhe ‘Tories, and that 
could damage hopes of US invest- 
ment in Britain,” Brown noted during 
. a recent Wall Street visit. “There are 


Iree mûurkel. Anrl they assume Ihal 
lhe selfpreservation instincts of the 
Cily of London will ensure thal 
Britain joins a successful euro 
suoner ralher than laler. 
‘The key adviser in all this i i 
Steinberg, depuly niulional securily 
illviser, who was based in Brilain 
for lwo years al the Institute of lir 
lernilional Stralegic Studies. A ge 
uiue experl on European issues, 
Steinberg is firmly convinced bal 
European Integration, will Britain 
ul the hearl of lhe process, is ver¥ 
much in US interesls. 
"Specifically, a politkally inte 
grated Europe will enhance Euro 
pean political stabillly, ar integrated 
European market will help promote 
worl a Elb and finan- 
ciıl slabilily, and a more c 
European foreign and securlly pok 
icy can offer anı nllernative to US in’ 
volvement wien such involvement 
i» nol desirerl . . . Exlending Euro 
penn membership to central 
easlern Europe's 
dlemocracles la critical," he wrote in 
An Ever-Closer Union, a book he 
published as lıe joined the Clinton. 
alministration. 
This is the first time that 
Labour prime minister has been 
elected to office in Britain 3 
causing 1 touch of alarm in the U 3| 
Americans were baffled by Britains |: 
: decision to oust Winston Clhurclill 


aııd the coming of Harold Wilson.in. : 
: 1964 was best described in a note |i 


2 and wary interest in the prospect of | 3.5 million jobs at risk from the To- | from British ambassador. | 
hails as “by far the most Internet- | familiar flgure at the US Treasury, | the euro, the European Unlon’s | ries’ stampede fronı Europe." Ormsby-Gore to Harold ai | 
wired" of the Group of Seven lead- Î at tbe International Monetary Fund, | planned single currency. .. The Americans were delighted to “Unfortunately, those .who have ا‎ 
ing industrialised countries. at the Federal Reserve and at the | ‘The concern of afficjal Washing- | be briefed on Labour's plans to ready met him dislike him,’ 

The election has attracted extra- | National Economic Council in the . 


` ton can be pinpointed to a precise 
moment in March when the IMF 
held a symposium on the euro, 
which convinced everybody that it 
was coming and that it would 
amount to a serious challenge to the 
dollar's primacy as the reserve cur- 
rency. In the most talked-about 
presentatlon, Fred Bergsten of the 
Institute for International. Eco- 
nomics estimated that. eventually 
thé euro will .be the «currency of 
choice for 30-40 per cent of global fi- 


speed the completion of Europe's 
single market. Stuart Bell, Labour's 
shadow trade secretary, had already 
sent to Brussels. 150 pagea of pro- 
posals of ways to do this, The core 
pledge was to speed up the sched- 
ule and complete the single market 
in the first half of next year, when 
Britain holds the rotating presi 
dency of the EU. The Americans : 
note with approval that the area |: 
where Blair is pledged to be most jI 
Eure-mînded is in streamlining the 


1 ا‎ Ek 

ı those who have not distrust him. 

` don't think we are. in fora 2 

` hapbùy four days." Jimi Callaghan; 

i course, inherited: the: prie 

ı tership and: was not.elected bY 
British public, 1 ‘:1 

' .: Blair comes with 


. ordinary media interest in the 
. United States, with Labour's victory 
thelend stories on the front pages of 
the Washington Post and New Yorlc 
Times. The news overwhelmed the 
formidable competition of a budget 
deal being reached between the 
; White House and Congress, and the 
' end of Donald Trump's latest mar 
riage. Only the şuccess of Boris 
Yeltsin in the Russian elections and 
; the defeat of the Labour party in 


White House. 

He reassured that most orthodox 
of central bankers, the Federal Re- 
serve chairman Alan Greenspan, by 
revealing that he was a graduate of 
Edinburgh, which was (at least 
briefly) the home of Adam Smith. 
Since Greenspan views most British 
and all Europeans as unreconr- 
structed Keyneslans, this got thelr 
relations off to a good star, ` 
“He gets it He really gets It,” con- 
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Unused land on the biggest farms would, say Sem Terra, be enough for 3 million hungry 
peasant families to live on. Around 32 million people in Brazil go hungry every day. 


stitute for Social and Economic 
Analysis in Rio de Janeiro (lbase), 
which is funded partly by groups 
such as Christian Aid. “We have a 
society that is learning to be demo- 
cratic,” she says. “People understand 
that it is no good leading the world in 
economics or exporting everything if 
half our people are dying of hunger. 
There is a greater understanding 
that economic issues should be a 
way of gaining social development.” 

Moema argues that land reform 
ia not just for the rural areas but is 
being reinterpreted as fundamen- 
tal for the cities. “When we hal 
quick development in the cities, it 
seemecl the countryside was back- 
ward . . . Now Brazil is waking up 
and seeîng the reality: that nıost 
people in the cities are very poor. 
and very dislaıut from modernity 
and democracy. Sam Terra ahows 
that land reform is possible. Il 
gives a real future Lo {he rural and 
urban poor — sometliing the gov- 
ernınent and political parties have 
failed to do. It truly speaks for tle 
poor,” she says. 

The lessons of Sem Terra for 
other grassroots democracy move- 
ments are legion, says Mioema: 
"What ls pushing people awny from 
(lemocracy everywhere?” she asks. 
"inequality. And where do we sec 
must inequalily? Always on the 
land. The red flag of the Sem Terri 
is a melaphor for grassrunls 
democracy.” 

You can sve the slining, nincl- 
ernist cily of Brasilia from across 
the great plain thu surrounrls il, 
From a dlistauce il coukl just bı a 
promised land, an arlificial city tle 
veloped to commemorate lhe power 
of the monolithic state. Oscir 
Niermeyer's towers and blocks, the 
wide avenues, the lakes, were ihe 
vision of another generatian. 


HEN Senı Terra, the nmod- 
W ern state's children, arrive 
and link with two other 


ınarches of the landless coming 
from east aud west, it is to a hero's 
welconıe. Around 120,000 people 
line the streets. Unions have bused 
in their members to walk with therm. 
Brasilia is given the day off. Gays, 
transvestites, ımetalworkers, teaclı- 
ers, civil servants join in. Children 
lay bread and fruit out on the pave- 
ments. Press helicopters drone over- 
head. Tickertape floats from the 
windows of giant office blocks. 

The government reads the situa- 
tion carefully, Four presidents —~ of 
the Senate, the . Chamber . ûf 
Deputies, the Suþrentê Court ind 
the Republic —~ greet the marchers. 
Measures are annouficed to speed 
up land rèform. Out of the blue, the 
WorldBank announces loans worth 
$400 million for land reform. Special 
credit lines are opened for new set» 
tlements. More. ranches are hur- 
riedly.conflşcated, some specifically 
to settle the survivors of last year’s 
massacrë in.thë state of Pat. 1 

Jt is an event. It looks like a glori- 
ous reward for tight weeks of 
nıarching. But, in the midat of the 
rellef and the - celebrationa, Sem 


many church rituals and lets the lan- 
guage of faith and politics mix freely, 

Sem Terra argues that the source 
of its mysticism is “creativity”, and it 
urgea militants to “praise good 
workers", to “provide supportive 
symbolism", and "set an example as 
members of the settlement". It is 
also suggested that, since the mili- 
tants are examples for the rest of s0- 
ciety, they should pay close attention 
to their personal cleanliness, health 
and dress, “The language is some- 
times Stalinist, but it does not have 
the same cunnotations as in Ele 
rope,” says an acadenıic. 

We have walked on from Dead 
Dog. At kilon.zire 704, a farmer 
offers us a pig. Shy horsemen give 
us discreet thumbsup signs. A 
thousand cars and lorries carrying 
vegelable olls and soya, bureaucrats 
or lanıilies froım the north hoot their 
approval. 

The leader of an alliance of 
unions representing 18 million 
workers has walked wiih us and — 
to cheers and songs — suid that 
Sem Terra is ihe most important 
nıoveınent in Brazil. The American 
commentator Noam Chomsky has 
said Sem Terra may be the most im- 
portant grassroots social rıovement 
in a world where the left is deeply 
confused about direction aud path. 

Tliree more hours and there's tl 


Continued from page 8 

themselves. Massively unequal land 
distribution, they say, is a metaphor 
for the failure of democracy to im- 
prove the lives of the poorest. By ex- 
tension, they argue, when the land 
and the resources are available for 
all, so is democracy. In particular 
Sem Terra seeks a shift away from 
farming for export to meeting the 
immediate needs of Brazilians. 

In arguing that the land must be 
given to the masses, Sem Terra 
echoes the progressive farm and 
euvironment lobbies in Europe ancl 
the United States. Just as in Britain, 
millions of Brazilians were thrown 
out of work by the "green revolui- 
tion", when farming was mecha- 
nised and intensified. It was one of 
the state's most anti-democratic, 
anti-social moves, they say, 

But Sem Terra is not against 
technology — its settlements have 
tractors, combine harvesters, 
trucks, whatever it needs to survive. 
It argues that most research has 
gone into large-scale (arming, and a 
technology appropriate for small 
farmers must be developed. A 
United Nations report shows that, 
hectare for hectare, Sem Terra set- 
tlements can be three or four times 
as productive as the big farms. 


TT O THE big landowners of the 


Roosevelt says it has 18,000 mem- 
bers across Brazil. Landowners pay 
according to size and head of cattle. 
He says Sem Terra is ıo longer a 
social movement because it is en- 
gaged in criminal activities. Brazil, 
he says, “is faced with revolutionary 
communists dedicated to over- 
throwing the state". Roosevelt, who 
is a trained lawyer, offers three bits 
of evidence. Item one is a little red 
Sem Terra booklet called How To 
Organise The Masses, It is, he says, 
straight from Nicaragua or Cuba 
and it lists, among other things, 
“vices” that the movement's leaders 
and militants should beware of: “in- 
dividualism", “egoism", “spontane- 
ity”, "anarchism", “conformism", 
“cynicism”, “alventurism”, “selfsuf- 
ficlency” and “subjectivism”. 

Item two is a document called 
The Revolutionary Method Of Lead- 
ership In The Sandinistas, which 
Roosevelt says was found by the 
police in a settlement in 1994, Item 
three is more interesting, coming 
straight from police files: 400-odd 
criminal charges brought against 
Sem Terra members in this one 
region. They include “invasions”, 
“slaughter of cattle", e 

nuce”, "attempted abortion", 1 
“suicide, “incitement, “fires”, | strong diversily. Dr Abdias Vilar de 
“threats”, “having guns” and “false | Carvalho, fIncra's number lwo, 
ideology". None, he admits, has | recognises the political danger of 


Rooûsevelt “Sem Terra will be re- 
sponsible for the end of democracy 
in Brazil.” 

Chrislan Aid — which has sup- 
ported Sem Terra for a decade — 
says that it is proud to work with the 
movement. “Land reform is en- 
shrined in the Brazilian constitu- 
tion. We're helping the poor help 
themselves.” says a spokesman. 

The government, grappling with 
democracy after years of dictator- 
ship, smiles awkwardly and 
backpecdlals hard. Land reform, fes- 
tering for years, has become a hot 
issue, President Cardoso is caught 
belween the powerful landowning 
interests and the populism of Sem 
Terra and is making conciliatory 

noises. But Incra, the government 
depariment that deals with lan(l re- 
form, has neither the money nor the 
habit of effecling quick change, Be- 
sides, Sem Terra does not just want 
land, but schools, hospilals, and 
roads. Its agenda is incrensingly 
broad as it makes links with unions 
and other groups and takes on 
issues such as the homeless, indige- 
nous peoples and crime. 
Incra admits that Sem Terra set- 
tHements are the best organised in 
Brazil, with high productivity and 


Paranapanema region, 800km 
lo the southwest, the Sein 
Terra flag and its co-operalives, 
schools and selilements spell the 
end for Brazil. These people, say the 
lanclowners, are Commies, Zapalis- 
tas, Sanclinistas, Shining Path, Tujrac 
Anıaru and Russkies rolled into one. 
Tlıis is beef country and we are sit- 
ting in an office in the small tows of 
Presidente Pruclente with Roosevelt 
Roque clos Saulos, a politician and 
farmer, and Antonio Prata, a large 
landowner. There are, says Roosevelt, 
who is the founder of the rightwing 
Rural Democratic Union (UDR), hun- 
dreds of niillions of cattle in the re- 
gion and 12 refrigerating plants — 
which, a local newspaper executive 
tells us, is exactly why the region is 
economically backward, because 
ranching cattle provides little work. 
If there is to be a showdown be- 
{ween landlord aııd landless, it may 
be in this region. The lanclowners 
are arming themselves even as the 
Sem Terra are poised in camps to 
invade in large numbers. Seın Terra 
wants to settle 25,000 families in this, 
one of Brazil's most fertile regions. 
Their case is helped because there is 
legal confusion over land ownership. 
Sem Terra say the landowners stole 
the land from the state 100 years ago. 
The landowners show their titleg. 
They are forged, reply Sem Terra. ' 
Antonio has-four large farms with 
10,000 cattle, To avoid accusations of 
not using: his land, he says he is 
about to double the numbers of 
cattle. He employs 50 people — one 
man for every 400 acres'— and says 
that last year. Sem Terra ‘tried to 
invade his son's land. Antonio, 4a 
cousin and a friend went out and 
shot at them. Not to kill, he assures 
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the Sem Terra's red standard in front of a squatter camp 


Ee 
A marcher ralseı PHOTOGRAPH: JOHN VIDAL 
"br warm driving rain. We have walked 
20km'over what, 100 years ago, was 
ment .don: “We don't agree with | forest. Now there are acacia, mali 
everything that Sem. Terra does, Î goes’aid sucupira trees with cattle 
nor their politics, but we do agree | beneath them. Ana, an cightyear- 
with their general aims,” ' ..- : | old, leads the march. The mining 
Sem Terra claims tû have no lead- Î town.of Castalao has lent us its sta- 
era, but this İs.as miuch for security Û dium and we setup camp and queue 
reasons as ideological. Apart from | for beans and rice. ا‎ 1 
an elected “central direction” of 22 Mario and Miguel scrub them- 
(pald) people, «everything is lêft to | selves hard in the showers. They 
. decêntrallsed state organisations | both want to: be settled, both have 
and :their “militants”. ‘These a¢- | visions of liring in “ecological” cont 
tivists, who are Sem Terra's public | munities with people sharing food, 
face, are styled ou barefoot priests eating and working together, with 
— going into communites, factories | each family-given just a liltle money 


been ‘brought to trial, He will not 
talk about his liiks with the police. 
But there's more. Roosevelt re- 
peas the allegations, made in a far 
rightwing Latin American perlodi- 
cal, that Sem Terra's paymasters are 
Europe's most respected charities. 
. The Catholic Church has a secret 
slush fund that channels money to 
them, he says. He can't say how it 
operates or how much is given. Seni 
Terra says that no more than §' per 
cent'of its money is from overseas. 
Almost all comes from a two per 
cent income tax that it levies on its 


supporting a social niovement: that 
might potentially bring’ his govern- 


1 
us. No one was hurt: It was quite |. members: 1 laces spreading the word. | at the end ofthe week, Miguel is fed | Terra are guarded. “We will believe 1 
legal to defend himself, he says. He |: We a DF Oj Fay Bî ا‎ reanhIble ‘a revivalist Î up with the UDR shooting at him. “1 | .them when they put ek و‎ ٣ 
plays six “outsiders”, has armed Oran lhe Catholic Institute for In- | church. One of Sem Terra's main | ask' them, why don't you. sell your | into pec: e ا‎ : e marc fl: 
them with pistols, semirautomatics 10 al Relations; Human Rights | tools for attracting people i what jt | land? Why do .you need'so much? j ieaders, who..has. 0: may 
and cameras, and they patrol around | ternatlor d | calls “mysticlsm" —»wlıich’ It de- | Could we not ‘lve in’ peace. té- | funeral orations and too: muc 


Watch, Amnesty International and 


the clock. Every farmer in Parana i Slavery Itecnational, " all of 


Panema is doing thè same, he says. 


rhetoric - from politicians. ' “There 


ther?” Lulz joins them. He.thinks 
oe have been .thousands ‘of promises, 


is.“ .to express the joy, 
E entre Ciint we fetl w ` peoplei should. work both commu 


the ilesirè that we feél wien we paf- 


ل اعيات رمد 


ls an international movement. | wiiom send money to ` Sem Terra, Ipatè İn: the -actlvitlee of. Sem Î nally and individually... ':..:' . ' ` | We have been continually betrayed." 
sone wants to underriine | are secretly ploting the overthrow ar. Itivalvea miltuits shouting | But Sent Terra Talses hr wider | س جس‎ 
Brazilian agricuttural production. he ا‎ cı. $` < ° | slogans, singing and chanting. They | issues than’ farming, both for Brazil | ‘John Vidal's book, MicLibel: Burger. 
osévelt: EOE: 


The UDR, which was disbanded 
several years ago,is now reforming 
to handle the ‘Sem Terra threat. 


Culture On Trial 1s published by 


afd‘. the :!Westy says ‘Moema - de : 
Macmlan, £16.99 ا‎ f 


:-and' study together in 1 
often .read:and' study togethe Miranda Valerelli, ofthe Brazillan In 


`” What wll happen If Rg ه‎ groups. Indeed the movement uses 


done? ERLE 


control 180 of the 51 4 
Congress have retained E 4 
Despile the buff and puff ofall o 
cruments, including the 2 
lori that lost power in 19%2, 
{he cencentratiun of lan ownership 
has barely changed. : 

Set Terri's strength is to 
brought lanl refornı out of the coup 
Irysile anl into the dliieg, Thi 
marclı — (lere have been others — 
is aime al Ihe heart of 
rra hats forcecl what 1 
den issue — the landless ala 
ihe top of the political agenda, 

You can feel Lhe niood on e 
rudd. Tle landless are ıı 
missed as vaşabonds and trouble 
makers, bııt mast towns €n route 
have suspentlecl sacial and political 
prejutlice 1o give then a wekome, 
offering water, food and accommg 
dalion. Lawyers and 
leaders have met us. We arê aþ 
plnudedl for pursuing a just cause. 

Sitting near João is the Franciscan 
priest Fr José Alaniro Silva. He uy. 
ally works with Sao Paulo sireet ch 
«iren, comes from a small farming 
family and says he was infuenced by 
— and stuclied with — Leonard) 
Boff, the Brazilian priest who led the 
barefnut liberation theology more 
ment of tle 1900s. Boflf fell foul of 
the Vatican and now teaches al bı 
aml Hirvirel universities, 

But although Sem Terra was 
born oul of ihe prujggressive church, 
Ibe liberation lhrolugy anıl Mary 
isnt ot ihe [YH and 1970s, il has | 
beton semuellingg different, ay5 
ime. Fhe church, is always wilh 30 | 
cil movements in Seutlı America, 
livid Tt Seni Ferra. “Idoes I 
net ignore Ihe landless, bul Ihe pre 
#HFSSÎVS imel lı Cunservalives die ا‎ 
akre un hew fo lrval them." 

Jal ownersliip was only inire . 
lured in 185, when Ihe rich tight | 
ened ils grip unt Uu lirrtl {0 prerenl | 
huuelrvcls ol huusands of sles, 
who were gaining their freedom al | 
Ibe tne, ruin CUNE land. Asare 
sul, mosl Irerd slaves male hef 
way la Ihe cilies. "All Brazil's | 
lus dre ruled in {hne inequity of 
ul ¢ bıdion over ihe cer 
uris," says a Bratilir uriversily ê 
vironruenl professor unt te marth. 
“lenvirontenl, crlpre, hunuan righils. 
They starl here." 

In Lhe lung lenls — ore for each 
ul the four southern states lal W€ 
nutrvlers come from — lhe men 
trun Ihe far south snore “like oe. 
ihose Irons thee west "ike chickens 
salys Riera as we Jall sleep. That 
night, the اا‎ men 
xallop Lheir horses lll 2 
camp, ricling bareback and wesf 


1 Dog river, where 
marchers lave str and 4 
cleaning clothes aud bodies 
farmer lıas ied ّ by 
litre. Silvio has [oul : 
Jiro and Renato practise Thai ا‎ 
ing. Thirly-five couples have go 
gether since the e ا‎ 
Many now stroll hand in 
Today we shall relax, not walk. ت‎ 

We look around. This iS e 
country for most people here: ك‎ 
have crossed into Golds state 
the start of the serrado, OF اسای‎ 
‘There are clouds of parakei 
flame trees; we glimpse giant 
made by hydroelectric re 5 
land is green. Soon it will 
"soya country’, VAS 4 10 Os 
farms that em! next to 
and rt straight to Eurorê 

al economy. ` 
Shlhe Sent Terra valon for the Pd 
is for smallscale farming o 


dipa 


enough for a io 
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Landless on the long march home 


shelter in an encampment besicle iı 
rol. He ay wail anolher yer lye- 
fore he is given Hd on i 
ment. "The nuurch brings 
says. "T've lıoped for so long, 
Antonio, Irom Sîe Paulo, chips in: 
“I joined the marcel because I anı 
wailiugr for lancl, I also live in iı set- 
Hemenl by tlie rond, Yes, it's hirl to 
be away for xo long, bul what else is 
there? I am pr lo nuvh. Ilow 
elke will people remeniber us?" 

Seu Terr has 220,000 ınenbers 
al is (he largest popular movement 
in Brazil, enjoying lhe support ol up 
to 90 per cenl of he Brnziliuus ppt 
Ialiun, icvordinyg lo one revent poll. 
‘Thanks purlly lo a sympathetic ‘IV 
soap opera aboul Ihe landless Ila 
was walched by more tbun ¥ wil- 
lion people u night for six monllıs, 
Sem Terra is becoming a miss 
movement, albeil without MPs. Sem 
Terra has gathered grr 
sirengilı over lhe pasl 17 year 
has evolved inlo a modern direcl- 
action democracy movemenl, influ- 
enced as mucl by Ganclhi as Che 
Guevara or Marx, and not content lo 
sit back and wait fur change. 

‘The grassroots phenomenon has 
caught the politicians and the insti- 
tutions unawares, As in northern 
countries, Brazil's politicians have 
all but given up on the very poor, 
barely addressing the growing in- 
equalities in society. Sem Terra has 
taken hold unnoticed by the coali- 
tion of congervative ` and liberal 
groups that makes up the “neo- 


. liberal" government; the unions — 


as ever fighting for jobs and work- 
ers’ conditions — haye picked up 


‘late oni its significance; the mod- 


ernising, liberal left has taken on 
the rights. agenda and looked to 
business to rescue ‘the country, 
Land reforrn is important, everyone 
agrees, put the landowners who 


Peasanis prepare to occupy land in Paranû: an image by photographer 
Sebastião Salgado from his new book Terra (Phaidon Press, £85) 


was recordecl by 1elevision. ‘Ihe 
march on Brasilia is timecdl (o arrive 
on April 17, (he duniversary uf lhe 
massncre. 

AL 6.30pın, after 38km on {le 
road, our raggetl army runs down a 
steep slope to the liny commuunily of 
Mala Cachorro, Mala Cachorru — 
Iiterully “Deat Dog Town” because 
of the innumerable cauines thal 
failecl to cross the road — will talk 
about this invasion for years. AlI 30 
Den Dog inlıabitanis, il seems, 
have heen co-opled lo help in lhe 
village bar, Max, usually a farnt- 
worker, ulune sells nore beer in an 
hour than usually goes iı a week, A 
sanıba group sirlkes up. Nearly 
300m away, Deacl Dog’s football 
pitch is a campsite and hammocks 
and bedrolls are being laid oul in 
four 7Onrlong binbag-plastic “tents”. 


OÃO Pereira Mattos, wlıo 
looks 60 but is 35, is not at the 
bar because he hasn't gol a 
cent İn the world. He is a boas frias, 
a casual worker from the soutl who 
has been picking sugar cane or veg- 
etables since he was seven years 
old. He speaks for all the landless: "I 
have this dream of owning land. I 
think it every minute. I1 think it 
when I am walking, when I am 
working, when I am breathing. We 
wake up at 4am to take the truck, 
We come back at 9pm. I work to 
live; I earn $1 an hour. It's killing 
me. [don't earn enough to eat prop- 
erly. There are millions like me, 1 
am walking to get a better life.” . 
João, like many on the march, has 
tried living ir Brazil's cities, He 


went three times with his family, : 


never finding work, always fearing 
for his life in the slums. He joined 
Sem Terra a year ago and has taken 
part in five land occupations. since, 
Home now is a Sem Terra plastic 


Last month a squatters’ army ended a two-month 
march to the Brazilian capital to dernand justice from 
the president, John Vidal joined them on the road 


EVE BEEN marching 
north all day in the blaz- 
ing sunshine behind a recl 


lag and a crude bamboo cross. No 

leftright-left in boots and combat 

Jackets — (he Brazilian peasants’ re- 

voll is laid-back, wears ragged 

shorts and Tshirts and comes witlı 
the soft Mip-lop-flip of plastic san- 
dals on orange earth, This is the 

“Sem Terra", an army of landless 

people heading to the capital to see 

president Fernando Henrique Car- 
doso to Jemand urgent land reform. 

"Reforma agrûria," shouts someone 

at lhe front of Brazil's Long March, 

Itis echoed one kilometre back. 

We — Antonio, Garcia, Luiz, 

Maria and 600 others, myself some- 
where near the back of the line — 
are now 17 days south of Brasilia. 
The kilometre-long double file that 
left São Paulo six weeks ago is as 
orderly and good-humoured as a 
group of ramblers. We range in age 
from eight to 89; we are boisterous 
and pleased as mınch with the 
recognition we are getting. Today 
we've walked a brisk 2Ûknı (ro 
stops} from Uberlûndia, but il will 
be many more hors before we 
camp. Hoes and scythes, nıachetes, 
berlrolls and cooking gear have 
gone before us on a truck. Al] we 
carry on this 1,00D0km irek are 
water bollles, sraté gourds, tobavca 
arl cutlery. 

‘The Sem Terra is a highly-orgin- 
isedl, nas» socinl movenwmM male 
up of Brazil's clispossessed — the 
croppers, casual pickers, [arm 
labourers, and people thrown olf 
the land by mechanisalion and by 
land clearances. Some are home- 
less, some live in cities and others in 
roaclside tents. Sone are effectively 
slaves, earning less Llıan a clollar a 
clay. Five million families want the 
chancc and {he right to cullivale 
Brazil, the fourth largest couniry in 
the warlcl. 

Brazil vies with neiglıbouring 
Paraguay — Britain isn't far belıiind 
in the league table — for the title of 
Ile most unequally dividecl place orı 
carth, willl a lanc4enure syuletr 
that has barely changecl since (he 
Porlugucet crown dealt oul areas 
the size of modern counlrics lo 
favoured [familics 400 years ugo. 
‘Today, Brazîl has a populatlon of 
165 nıillion, yet fewer than 50,000 
owu most of the land in a couniry 
G6 times larger lhan Britain. Al the 
other end of the scale, 4 million 
peasant farmers share Jess than 
3 per cent of the land. Miareover, 
some 42 per cent of all privately- 
owned land in Brazil lies idle, not 
even grazed by cattle, Put another 
way, government flzgures show that 
the total arable land xot farmed in 
Brazil exceeds the total land of any 
kind in all but 11 countries in the 
world. Unused land on the biggest 
farms — the latifundios — would, 
say Sem Terra, be enough for 3 mil- 

lion hungry peasant families to live 
on. Around 32 million people in 
Brazil — half the population of 
Britain — go hungry every day. 
Everyone who joins the march 
gets blisters but now, with 17 days 
and just 300km to go, there's a 
spring in the step. The rains are 
almost over, Soon we will meet two 
other marches coming from the 
west and east, Priests are compar 
ing this to the march out of Egypt to 
the Promised Land. Cars hoot their 
approval, So what if the president 


called them “reirograde primitives” 
when they set off int the rain from 
São Paulo? Now the going is easier. 
The talk is no longer of aching 
limbs, of places and people lefl be- 
hind, or even where we will spend 
the night, but of fundamentals. 
Rights. 

Sem Terra targels the vast es- 
lates that lie mainly idle. lt squats 
uncultivated land and then resettles 
people in massive numbers. It is 
strictly illegal, but the movement's 
leadership argues that it is merely 
speeding up the process of land re- 
form, The right of government to 
redistribute land which is not being 
farmed has been enshrined in the 
Brazilian constitution for genera- 
tions, But successive regimes lıave 
failed to make use of the right. 

First, the movement's activists 
pore over maps and identify which 
land belongs to whom, where there 
are (lisputed or (frequently) illegal 
claims, and what land is best to oc- 
cuıpy, It takes months to plan each 
invasior; each is nıitnutely organ- 
isecl. People are trucked in, and they 
almost always catch the police and 
landowners offguard. A squat is 
often violenl. Hilda, who lives on a 
large Seın ‘Terra settlermenil, de- 
seribes her firsl lad invasion: “We 
made an encanıpmen in the area 
thal hal beeu chosen. We wenl on Lo 
ihe land al nigll. In the morning, 
ihe fazendeiro [ranchers] circled us 
in their traclors, Nobotly was al- 
lowed in ur left. Fifly lwo of us spenl 
17 dlnys like this. We hadn't taken 
clothes. We dug a well . . . We hadl lit- 
ùe food and what we had we gnve to 
the chilclren . . . Tlie gunmen killed a 
lille boy, No, we weren't afraid. 
When there are so ınany lives, you 
don't think aboui your own. Finally, 
the tractors left. There is always a 
happy ending, Two months later, we 
were officially selllecl.” 

But the slory did not end there, 
Two years later, the former 
landowner passed straight over 
Hilla's house with a plane spraying 
pesticides, Hilla got her clılldren in- 
side but was drenched in poisons 
and lost 35 per cent of her sight, In 
tlıe past few years, he scale of oceu- 
pulons by MSI — Movinenlo Sem 
Terra, the Lanuclless Movement — 
has cacalated and the government 
has come under huge pressure to al- 
locate land. In lhe past «lx years, 
MSF has “occupiecl" 518 large 
ranches and resettled something 
like 600,000 people, Once on, they 
starl farming, building houses and 
schools, 

And as the big landowners have 
organised resistance by hiring a pri- 
vate army, so Sem Terra has found 
safely in ever larger squats. Serge is 
one of 2,500 people who occupied 
one massive farnı in Par state last 
April: “We walked 20km in the night. 
At 6am, we went in. It was like a 
party. Everyone was in teams, for se- 
curity, health, food and so on. We 
knew 'wht we had to do. Now we 
have 16,000 hectares. What does 
land mean to me? It means richness. 
for everyone.” 

Sometimes the occupations end 
in tragedy. On April 17 last year, 
even as Serge arid others were in- 
vading the estate in São Paulo atate, 
19 Sem Terra were shot by the po- 
lice in the state of Par. Many of the 
police were found to be in the pay of 
the landowners. No one has been 
arrested, even though the incident 
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Rerlwoad, Tom King, possibly 
Peter ‘Tapsell, and the Te I 
Chelsea Alan Clark, who backs 
Michael Howard. 

But Kenneth Clarke became 
first of Mr Major's potential 1 
declare lis cantlidacy, In the hunt 
pegoais {lhe pru-luropean Mr 
wus lap of the kist 
riglıtwing MIs ancl ex-MPs. He had, 
however, the consolation of suryis. 
ing Ihe bluulbath whiclı claimed 
the uf seven cabin 
0 : including Lwo wouldte 
waclership canclidates, Mr 
ul Mr Rifkind. e 

As e final results were declared 
— with Sinn Fuin's Gerry 
anel Afiulin McGuinnesg 
ected in Nirthern [reland — 
Labour ‘merged with 44 per cenlol 
Ile vole anl 419 seals, the highest 
nuntber in ils history, as well as the 
highest number of women MP; 
moar hi HOt, ‘The Tories slunıped 
1o 3I per cenl and 165 seats afer 
losing anı astonishing 177, while the 
Lib Dems lost voles bul gained 
sets tlıanks to tactical voting, Thy 
ended up wilh 46 seals, inchuding 
Irue-blue Winchester, snatched bf 
just Lwo votes in tlhe last declaratioa 
of ihe caınjrlign — the final insullio 
I#years uf Tory power. 

Mı puliticîans agreed tht 
Britain is entering uncharted waters | 
aller such a ballot box upheaval 
The Tory wipenut in Wales and 
Scutlancl, many predicted, makes re 
sistance 1o tlevolulion all but impos | 
sible. Top Scots Tories were alread Î 
urging its nrceplance as parl 4 
what ıust be a painful Conservalive 
reconsirurtiun. 


کے س چ مدع ۰ د و 


The final count 
to Labour | 


six impossible things before 
breakfast” . i. ¢ 

Last week we all had to r 
dozens of impossible things 
fore breakfast, I am conineed 
there was a moment 
Lang was about to sy. 

a mid-term blip. But ltrenlly bas 
happencd. e ا‎ years 
Toryism are history, 

John Major was driven at 
from Downing Street in 4 a 
which appeared to.be leaking 
rather alarm ١ 8 

Outside Downing Street, ف‎ 
London looked as it awayê fat 
on a warm spring day’ mor : 
zled than sunlit. The ا‎ ١ 
was clogged wit traf, o و‎ 
there were beggars İm hê. 
Strand, You can’t blame $ 


Government, Not yet: Real ` . 


will intrude soon enough: 
Butfor one shila Ij 

ew ain. Please God, don't 

Labour ruln it; .1: و‎ 


Read more about the NeW ا‎ 8 


Observer Election Re 
http://electlon.guardlan.couk 


. Government on the 
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8 his way through the gates to Downing Street PHOTO: MARTI GODWI 
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Flag-waving supporters offer an exuberant greeting to Tony Blair as he m 


Triumphant Blair ends Labour’s exile 


tion ant utler Tory dismay pre- 
duced wiklly contrasting sxuvnes as 
Mr Blair and his family were 
mobbed by well-wishers in tlic 
streels of London, 

In an emotional address oulsicle 
his new front door Mr Blair praised 
his (lefeated rival's dignity anıl 
courage and promised tu govern 
pragmatically "in tle interests of all 
our peuple" for the next five years. 
“This is nol a mandate for clogma or 
for doctrine,” he saicl. 

‘The outgoing prime minister hal 
emerged fron Number 10 in lale 
morning to congralulale lis sue- 
cessor and announce that “wlıen 
the final curtain comes clown ils 
time lo gol off the stage". Without 
giving any (letails of exacily when 
and how he would step down le 
made it plain that a new Tory 
leader will be clıosen in June or 
July, in time 1o prevent û conlesl 
engulfing the parly conference in 
October. 

Crucial to controlling the 
timetable will be lhe vacant chair 
manslip of the bnckbench 1922 
committee after Sir Marcus Fox's 
defeal, Contenders for Sir Marcus's 
post include Sir Arclıie Hamilton, 
almost certainly an ally of Joln 


enough talking, “It la ime now 
to do,” But it wasn’t, It was time 
for another photo-opportuniiy, 
The children posed charmingly, 
and Tony and Chcrle hugged and 
wavcd, and hugged again. 

Finally, ihe door shut behind 
them, and the Prime Minister 
hegan that myalicnl proccss of 
governance of which he — until 
that moment — know as little as 
the rest of us, 

John Major once said he was 
told things the moment he went 


.| .into No 10 that he did not know 


even after being Chancellor and 
‘Foreign Secretary, Now Mr Blair 

‘has been let into whatever dark- 
ness lies at the heart of the state. 
The rest of us meanwhile tried 


to come to terma with the magni- . 


` tude of what bad occurred. It 
was.not easy. At 1.47am last 

. Friday the Lib Dems’ Paddy . 
Ashdown waa saying it looked as 
‘though there was going to be a 

change of government. Five min- 
utes earlier BBC] had flashed . 
up “Labour gain Hove”. 

“Sometimes,” saya the Queen 

in Alice Through The Looking. : 
Glass, “ve believed as many as 


Major, as le faced up to being the 
worst Tory loser since Arthur Bal- 
four in 1906, it was that his Euro- 
sceptic tormentors were among tlıe 
biggest losers. 

But it was Mr Blair's night, an ex- 
traordinary vindication of his single- 
minded drive for power since 
succeeding John Smith in 1994. In 
an emotional address to local loyal- 
isis, the new Prime Minister 
thanked friends and family, above 
all his elderly father. He sail: “I feel 
this evening a deep sense of hon- 
our, a deep sense of responsibilily 
and a deep sense of humility. You 
have put your trust in me andl I in- 
tend to repay that trust. 

"If we have done well, I know 
what this is, a vote for the future, lt 
is not a vote for outdated clogma or 
ideology of any kind, a vote for the 
end of division . . . for a desire to 
apply tlhe basic British values of 
common sense and imaginalion to 
the problems we know we face." 

Mr Blair ended Labour's long 
exile from power with a triumphant 
entry into Downing Sireet last Fri- 
day morning and set the stage for a 
savage leadership contest within the 
depleted Tory raks. 

The conirast between Labour ela- 


— thıe legacy of years of reckless 
Conservative disarray and (lecay. 

One unmistakable symptom of 
the electorate's determined rejec- 
tion of the Tories came at 2.45am in 
Tatton where Neil Hamilton, who 
faces allegations of sleaze, was deci- 
sively beaten by the BBC journalist 
Marlin Bell, standing as an indepen- 
dent, (see James Lewis, page 12). 

Mîr Blair is Labour's fifth prime 
minisler and the first to win anı elec- 
tion since Harold Wilson in 1974, 
the year in which Mr Blair first 
voled, 

Tory grandlees visibly winced on 
televislon ae the scale of the defeat 
sank in. The recrintinations and the 
leadership jockeying began in- 
stantly, with moderates blaming 
“rank treachery on the right" 
against Mr Major, 

David Hunt, former cabinet mod- 
erate, was the first heavyweight to 
fall, David Mellor lost in Putney — 
by more tlıan Sir James Goldsmith's 
1,518 anl-European votes — and 
then Mr Forsyth, the Scolllsh Sec- 
retary, became the flrst cabinet vic- 
tim in Stirling. Mr Lang followed. 
The Conservatives were completely 
wiped out inı Scotland and Wales. 

If there was a consolalion for Mr 


Michael White 


ONY BLAIR swept into 
I Downing Street last week on 

the crest of an historic 
Labour wave whiclı delivered him a 
record majority of 179 seats and the 
Tories their mosl humiliating elec- 
toral defent since 1906. 

Jolın Major, the oulgoing prime 
minister, imnıecdlialely quit as leader 
of a broken Conservative parity, 

Foreign secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind, defence secretary Michael 
Portillo, Michael Forsyth and lan 
Lang, all potential Tory leaders of 
cabinet rank, were among the spec- 
tacular casualties of the most exlra- 
ordinary political landslide of 

modern times. 

A crushing victory in the last 
British election of the 20th century 
pushed Mr Blair relentlessly to a 
decisive mandate for his brand of 
centre-radicalism — at 43 the 
youngest prime minister since 1812. 

With “time for a change” tactical 
voting delivering significant galns to 
the Liberal Democrats in Labour's 
slipstream, the Tories came close to 
a freefall. It meant that many of the 
familiar landmarks of the twoqarty 
British system could be swept away 


Britain awakes to an impossible dream 


The ones I spoke to had come 
from places as far aficld as 
Labour's campaign headquartera 
at Millbank and the central office 
at Walworth Road. Spontaneoua 
entlıusiaam works beat if you 
leave nothing to chance, 

This was the pièce de résis- 
tance of Labour's campaign 
show, the final celebratory burat 
of electoral fireworks, At least 
one hopes it is. There is a linger- 
ing sttspicion that the next five 
years could be like this, It. 
worked all right for Kennedy, 
Reagan and Clinton; and Blair is 
the first British leader charis- 
matic enough to make the com- 
parisons sensible, زرا و‎ 

When he reached the podium 
outside No 10 he refrained from 


.| quoting Francis of Assist, as Mrs - 


‘Thatcher-did, and he certainly - 


. did not get spattered with paint 


like Ted:Heath. ... , , ' 

` He aald he would lead “a gov- 
ernment of practical measures 
in pursult of noble causes”... 
Then he said there had been 


‘They have elected a Labour 
Government, and the country 
will never stand for that.” 

The Savoy seemed calm at 
lunchtime, and the expensively 
sulted young men in the rcatau- 
e i all employed 

€ our party anyway, 

Mîr Attlee could never have 
entered Downing Street with 
one-hundreclth of the atudied 
triumphalism of Tony Blair, or . 
one-thousandth of hia élan. 2 

The new Prime Minister did 
not qulte go for the full Roman 
emperor’s option. He omitted to 
drape himself in a. purple toga, 
dragging the defeated general in 
chairs behind his chariot, His 
symbolism experta must have 
lost their nerve on that one. 

Instead, the new Prime ۴ 
Minister progressed. on foot from 
the Thatcher Memorial Gates to . 
No 10, worklng a cheering 
throng, who had all been given 
security clearances, flags and — 
in some cases ~— placards with 
suspiciously similar handwriting. 


COMMENT 
Matthew Engel 


HiS was our Velvet 
Revolutlon, and the popula- 
dlon went wild, British-style, Last 
Friday morning people were 
seen breaking into half-amileş in 
public while reading the papers; 
some thought about ınakiug eye 
contact in the Tube; others even 
considered talking to complete 
strangers, then remembered 
themselves and drew back. 
After all, allnost one adult in 
five had missed the mood suffi- 
ciently to vote Conservative, and 
it was remotely possible that you 
could meet aomeone willing to 
admit it. 2 
. The extent of Labour's land- 
alide meant (hat comparisons 


` with: 1945 were inevitable, But ` 


there was no repetition of the re 
mark attributed to the lady diner 
atthe Savoy as newa of Clement 
Attlee's triumph filtered . 
through: “But thls is terrible. 
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gs | Wipe-outs in Scotland and 
Wales deepen Tory trauma 


Labour also returnêd Westminster's 
first Muslim MP, Mohammed Sar- 
war, who fought off a strong chal- 
lenge from the SNP to win Glasgow 
Govan. The party now has a record 
56 MPs in Scotland. 

The immediate task for Labour's 
Scottish Secretary will be the draft- 
ing of a short parliamentary bili 
which will trigger the referendum, 
expected to take place no later than 
October, 

Both the Liberal Democrats and 
the Scoltish National Party won 
seats from the Conservatives, with 
the SNP taking the prize of Mr 
Lang's Galloway seat as one of its 
two gains. But although the nation- 
alisls iicreased thelr number of 
seats to six, there was a hint of 
disappointment about the party's 
failure to increase its share of the 
vote significantly. 

‘Mike Russell, the SNP's chief ex- 
ecutive, took consolation in the 
parly's 41 second places in 72 con- 
stlluencies, "But there was a huge 
tide rıuınıning in favour of Labour andl 
we were unable to resist that,” he 
conceded. 

The Torjes were also wipecl out in 
Wales when the Liberal Democrats 
seized their last reınuining seal — 
the highly marginal Brecon and 
Radnor, top of the Lib Denı fist of 
targels — [rom sitting Tory MD arl 

Welsh Office minister Jonathan 
Evans. 

The result leaves the Lib Dems 
with two seats in Wiles. The parly 
also hell Montgomeryshire witlı a 
swing uf 2 per cunt, Plaid Cymiru re- 
lainecl its four seats iit Westminster’, 

The many Conservative Casual. 
ties includedl senior Tories such as 
Welsh Office minister Gwilyt 
Jones, who lost in suburban miclclle- 
ulass Cardiff North, and social secu’ 
rity minister Roger Evans, wlıo Iosl 
rural Monmouth, Mr Jes was un- 
sealed by Labour's Julie Morgan, 
who swept in with an 8,000 majority. 

Walter Sweeney, ihe defeaterl 
Vale of Glamorgan Conservative 
MP, describecl the experience as 
"like being hit by a tidal wave”. 


Lawrence Donegan and 
Hebecca Smithers 


the catastrophe whiclı befell the 
Conservative party in Scotland, los- 
ing all its 10 seats — and its vice- 
chairman, Jackson Carlaw, didn't 
even try. “It was a disaster of bibli- 
cal proportions," he said. Some of 
his colleagues judged it to be worse 
than that. 

Among the victims were three 
cabinet ministers — Scottish Secre- 
tary Michael Forsyth, Forelgn Sec- 
retary Malcolm Rifkind and the 


. Trade Secretary Ian Lang — as well 


as the entire Scottish Office ministe- 
rial team. It was an ignominious 
night for Scotland's oldest political 
party and one which won more than 
half the Scottish popular vote 40 
years ago. 

The result shocked even their 
opponents, who all shared in the 
spoils, and there was widespread 
evidence of tactical voting. 

Labour gained most, taking six 
Tory seats, including the prized 
scalps of Mr Forsyth and Mr 
Rifkind. The Scottish Conserva- 
tives' new parliamentary leader is al- 
most certain to be the former 
Northern Ereland Office minister 
and MP for Devizes, Michael An- 
cram, who represented Edinburg 
South until 1987, His first {isk 
would be to address his party's 
policy on devolution before Scottish 
activists meet in June. 

Michael Forsyth ran a virtually 
singleissue election campaign un 
the issue uf devolution anl Labour's 
socalled “tartan tax”, İl came as no 
consolation thst lis efforts in- 
creased support for the constitu 
tional status quo as the canıpnign 
progressed and kept the swing 
against the Tories in Scotland — & 
per cent — below tlıal in (he UK as 
n whole. Some senior Scattish Con- 
servatives sail it hacl little option 
now but to become pro-devolution. 

For Labour in Scotland there was 
only celebration. As well as taking 
the seats of two cabinet ministers, 


Calling all British expatriates 


not ulcers. 
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‘proved, we get it too. 


services. . 


HERE was no way to disguise 


` wlıo founded the Emily's list cam-' | 


reform of our outdated electoral sys- 
tem and the transformation of our 
political institutions.” 

Patrick Wintour adds: The Lib 
Dems achieved the biggest third- 
party breakthrough since the sec- 
ond world war but when they 
assemble for their largest Westmin- 
ater meeting for 45 years, many Lib 
Dem MPs will still be asking if 46 
seats are good enough. 

If may seem an extraordinary 
question — but the party’s share of 
the vote fell for the third successive 
electlon, from 26 per cent İn 1983, 
23.1 per cent in 1987 and 18.3 per 
centin 1992 to 16.7 this time, 

Targeting — and implicitly en- 
couraging anti-government tactical. 
voting — was the key to the cam- 
paign. Almost all its election spend- 
ing went into 50 target seats, The 
party's growing local government 
presence also gave İt a new base of 
activists to ‘campaign with. It 
worked superbly. The Southwest, 
the party's golden triangle, pro- 
duced a massive crop of seats and 
progress in Scotland was better 
than expected. 

But Mr Ashdown is now asking 
himself what is his party's role in 
the new Parliament, given Labour's 
huge majority. He believes that, if 
Mr Blair decides to push through 
pro-European legislation, he may 
yet necd to rely on Liberal Deıto- 
erat support, if only to overcome 
divisions within lis own parily. 


an electoral catastrophe of earth- 
quake proportions. No doubt they 
will understand the injustice of the 
first-past-the-post electoral system.” 

As well as winning a series of key 
Tory marginals on its target list, tac- 
tical voting helped sweep the party to 
victory in “no-hope" constituencies 
such as Northavon, near Bristol. 

Strategists insisted that there had 
been no “turning point" in the Lib 
Dems’ campaign, but that the result 
was achieved by concentrating their 
efforts on around 50 key seats, and 
sticking to policies such as health 
and education, 

The party's campaigns chief, 
Lord Holme, sald three things that 
would now disappear from the Lib 
Dems’ “political lexicon"; the con- 
cept of a “wasted vote"; Voters’ 
claims that they do not know where 
the Lib Dems stand on policies; and 
the argument that the party only 


' wants proportional representation 


because İt‘ cannot win without it. 
“We still want to change the elec- 
toral systenı, but we have proved we 
can: win without it," said Lord 
Holme. : 

Mr Ashdown said the Liberal 
Deıhocrats as an Opposition force 
would be “constructive in that we 
will seek to work with Labour on 
those issues where there's common 
ground, and where it's clearly in the 
national interest to do so, sucl! as 
devolution of real power to the 
nations of Scotland ancl Wales, tlie 
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Lib Dems make great gain 


Rebecca Smithers 
L IBERAL DEMOCRAT leader 


Paddy Aslıdown hailed his 

party's success in the general 
election as a landmark in its history, 
and pledged to make it the most 
“constructive” volce of opposition. 

The Liberal Democrats more than 
doubled their representation in the 
Commons, by 27 seats to take their 
total up to 46, even though their 
overall vote was 1 point down on the 
18 per cent gained in 1992, That gave 
them the highest number of seats for 
a third party since 1929, as they took 
almost the whole of Cornwall and 
other seats in their Southwest battle- 
ground, and made unexpected gains 
elsewhere, including the dramatic 
capture of Winchester after two re- 
counts. In Scotland, with the wipe- 
out of the Tories, they are now the 
main party of opposition. 

Mr Ashdown told a Westminster 
press conference: “This election has 
delivered a great step forward for 
the Liberal Democrats. We have ad- 
vanced in every part of Britain, gain- 
ing seats in Scotland, Yorkshire, the 
North West, the North East, the 
Midlands, East Anglia, London, the 
South and the South West. We are 
of course the second party of local 
government. We now become the 
challengers as well in a nuntber of 
other seats where we only just 
missed. 

“The Conservatives have sıufferedl 


MPs qıch as Lorna Fitzsimons, 
aged 28, who took Rochdale fron 
the Liberal Democrats. She is fur- 
ıner presîclent of Lhe National Union 
uf Students, where slıe brought the 
union into line with New Labour. 

Ruth Kelly, agetl 29, a former 
Guardian journalist who mouvecl to 
the Bank of England, won Boltoıı 
West fron the Home Office minis- 
ter Tom Sackville. 

The youngest of the new intake is 
Claire Ward, not yet 25, a trainee 
solicitor and mayor of Elstree and 
Borehamwood, who took a sizeable 
majority in Watford. 

Chair of the Scottish Labour party 
Ann MeGulre swept out Michael 
Forsyth in Stirling, while Patricia He- 
witt took Leicester West witlt a ma- 
jority of almost 13,000. Ms Hewitt, 
formerly Neil Kinnock's press ad- 
viser, was tipped to head Tony 
Blair's Downing Street policy unit. 

. In a party that declared its priori- 
ties as' “education, education and 
education”, a significant proportion 
of incoming MPs are teachers. 
Melanie Johnson; a Justice of the 
, Peace and’ schools inspector, de-: 
` rided by Tory opponent Nigel Evans 
- a3 a single mother, had the pleasure’ 

of unseating him in Welwyn Hatfield. ' 

Qûna King becomes the second 
black woman MP — along with 
Diane ‘Abbott. A former political 
adviser to MEP Glenys Kinnocck, 
she won the safe seat of Bethnal 
Green dnd Bow. r 
Long-standing women MPs were ' 
also celebrating. : Barbara: Follett; 


paign to' get more . women into 
Parliament, won a: resounding 
victory in Stevenage. ’ 
Harriet Harman spoke of women 
:MPs irıproving the connection be 
tween pèojple and Parliamenl. She 
-glso sald ‘the higher nuniber' of 


women MPs would drive forward’ 
policlea archild catê, opportunities |. 


for women'at work and the balance 
‘betweetn-home and work. She call 
the result “a: tremendous’ step 
ward for women's equality”, 


.for election. She: said: **Wonen ate 
.miore co-operative in the way they 
work, ‘They're not' so into scoring 
ıpolnts, and more interested in hezf~ 

g different points of view to get 
:thé best: policy. I think-it's time to 


The new intake Includes young 


PHOTO: GARY CARLTON 


top 100 


The new women MPs are charac- 
terised by their : youth; 'niedia- 
` awareness and experience. 
Margaret. Moran, who won Luton 
South, earned her stripes in local 
government. Slıe .took over the 
` chaotic and divided Lewisham coun- 
cll in southeast London, saw-off the 
ihard left and turned it into & 
` modern operalion. ر‎ ٠ 
1 Among the new faces are many 
fron local government or public 
services. Julia Drowı, aged 34, who 


- ion Swindon‘South, was a National‘ Î 
Health Service ' higlirflyer before 


leaving Oxford NHS trust to stand 


modernise: Westminster.” 2 


Clare Short (left) and Harrlet Harman at No 10 


mention a dire shortage. of ladies’ 


Women MPs 


Clare Longrlgg 


HE culture of the House of 
Commons ls set to undergo a 
radical overhaul as the number of 
women MPs doubles, senior female 
ur figures said Jast week. 
The arrival.of more women is: 
bound to bring a change in what 
Clare Short calls the “yah-boo” cul 
lure of the Conınons. Much has 
been made of the bizarre fact that 
hete is a shooting range at West 
minster, but no crèche — not to 


toilets, 
The change, which has brought 
the number of women VIPs from 62 


up to around 120, is’ chiefly due to 
labours policy, albeit short-lived, of 


'. women candidates in 


`winnable. seats; More than' 100 of 
new Parliament's women MPS 


are Labour. 


he 


Fa 
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Bell tolls for Hamilton in Tatton 


tactical voting delivered genteel 
Harrogate to the Liberal Deme 
crats, And David Mellor, a former 
Heritage Secretary, lost his seat al 
Putney, where his only satisfaction 
was in seeing the humillation of his 
opponent Sir James Goldsmith, 
founder of the Referendum pariy, 
wlto lost his deposit. 

Lesser but still substantial figures 
to lose their seats were David Hunl, 
a former Welsh Secretary; and Sr 
Marcus Fox, the voice of backbencdl 
Tories as chairman of the influent 
1922 Committee. 


HE TURNOUT for the electlon 
was down by seven percentage 
points compared with 1992, But the 
18 per cent turnout in 1992 was Pa 
ticularly lılgh because the contest 
between John Major and Nell Kir 
nck was considered to be so close 
It la thouglıt to lave fallen to 71 Per 
cent this time because 
siiygested the outcome was not 
cloubt. 

More than a mllllon Tory voters 
swilehecl straight across lo : 
Auuther 2 million, who 

Mnjor İn 1992, withdrew their sup 
port Lhis time but could notjbrinE 
{themselves to vote for any 
parly. As a result, Labour's own vqlê 
went up by 2 milllon to 4 40¥ 
recurd of 13.5 million. , 


ا 


INN FEIN, the political wing 
the IRA, scored two galne 
Mid-Ulster and West Belfast. I’. 
neither of the victors — the a 
president, Gerry Adame, ae ir 
chief negotiator, ا‎ 
ness — is likely to take up hS 

at Westminster. ۰ 
Sinn Fein now holds a3 0 
Westminster seats as lan Pl 
Democratic Unionists; of the 
breathing down the neck O 
moderate Social 


Labour party. 2 
Mr Rina sail his pary, 


ready to do business with ihe e 
Government and' claimed - 


have no jurisdiction over MPs who 
have lost their seats, 


LECTIONS that resul in a 

change of government usually 
mean that most of the displacecl 
ministers reappear on the Opposi- 
tion front benches. This time many 
are gone from the Commons, some 
of them for good. 

Perhaps the most notable casualty 
was the Defence Secretary, Michael 
Portillo, wlio had been regarcdlerl as a 
candidate of the righl for the Tory 
leadership. A victim of tactical voting 
at Enfield, he would say only that he 
“miglıt be back one day”. 

The most Important victim of the 
Conservative wipeout In Scotlancl 
was the Foreign Secretary, Malcolm 
Rifkind, wiıo also had an cye on tlıe 
party lemershlp. Two others de 
fented at lhe hands of Scolllslı vot- 
era were lan Jang, Presldent of the 
Board of ‘Trade, and Milchne!l 
Forsyih, the Scottish Secretary, 
who sakl he was standing clown 
from politicnt Hfe. 

William Waldegrave, Chef Secre- 
lary to lhe ‘Treasury, succumbed lo 
a 12 per cent swing to Labour in 
Bristol West, while Tony Newton, 
the Leacler of tlıe Commons aul a 
Major loyalist, was swept away in 
Braintree, Essex. 

The search [or a sent by Norınan 
Lamont, the cenmbillered former 
Chancellor, came to an endl when 


TTLL HAVE TOGO.IT TALKS 
NOTHING @UF POLITICS NOW. 


` Î. Blair's majority was big! 


unlock him- from the EF bin ٤ 


Unlonists.. But Londoti ‘dl 
have always agreecl that ا‎ 
mum pricg. for, Sina. f‘ en 2 


stored IRA ceasefire. 


‘the Stormont peace 


Commissioner for Standards, on his | 
Investigation of the allegatiohs Î" 


serve the full five-year term, Before |. . 


slide in the Cheshire con- 

stituency of Tatton, But the 
baltle that saw the ousting of its Tory 
MP, Nell Hamilton, was also a famous 
victory for voters who put party poli- 
tics aside and pronounced, collec- 
tively, that “Enough is enough”, 

Tatton was one of the safest Tory 
seats in the land and, in 1992, Mr 
Hamilton had a rock-solid majority 
of more than 21,000. That was why 
his local party adopted him again, 
even though his reputation was 
under a cloud aver the “cash-for- 
questions” affair. They took it for 
granted that “our people" would 
back him regardless. 

It was an assumption too far. The 
indignant Labour and Liberal Demo- 
crat partles withdrew their candi- 
dates and rallicd round Martin Bell, 
a distinguished BBC war correspon- 
dent, whom they invited to stand as 
an indepencdlenl “anti-alcaze” candi- 
cate, Mr Bell also won the support 
of many disnffected ‘Tories and 
romped home with a majority of 
more lhan 11,000, 

‘The man dismissed by Tories as 
“a mere hack” had been warned by 
the Iitiglous Mr Hanıilton that any- 
one who so much as mentioned 
sleaze would be at the receiving end 
‘of a writ. Col Bob Stewart, anı old 
friend of Mr Bell's from the Bosnian 
front, found a way round that prob- 
lem by citing, from army regulations, 
the catchrall offence of “condııct un- 
becoming" to leve! at Mr Hamilton. 

It was not a flerce campaign so 
ınuch as a spontaneous local upris- 
ing agaiost Mr Hamilton, the force 
of which seemed at tines to over- 
whelm Mr Bell, who never really in- 
tended to fight at all. The idea at the 
outset was that the mere threat of 
his candidacy would force the 
Tories to replace Mr Hamilton with 
someone more acceptable. But the 
incumbent chose to brazen it out, 
So, for the first time in many 
years, the Commons will have an 
Independent MP, who says he will 


E WAS no Labour land- 


long the. House is due'to hear a 
report by Sir Gordon Downey, the 


against Mr Hamilton and others. 
But . there. were suggestions, . this 
week that the report may never be 
published because Parliament can 
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Left feels squeeze 
in Blair’s Cabinet 


Bumped out to make way for Mr 
Dewar is George Robertson, the 51- 
year-old centre-right Scottish trade 
unionist, who moves to become 
Defence Secretary. 

Also moved after frequent 
clashes over budgets with Gordon 
Brown is Chris Smith, aged 45, who 
becomes Heritage Secretary — a 
demotion from health and social 
security, which he shadowecl. Also 
demoted was Jack Cunningham, 
who was switched (rom shadowing 
heritage to Agriculture Minister, 

One of the surprise promotions 
was that of Frank Dobson to Health 
Secretary, with responsibilty for 
one of the most high-profile and 
high-spending portfolios. His fellow 
“Old Labourite", Michael Meacher, 
is to be Environment Minister, but 
was demoted from the Cabinet. 

Another unexpected switch and 
apparent demotion was that of 53- 
yearold Gavin Strang to Transport 
Minister. Mr Strang, largely seen to 
have failed in tackling the Tory gov- 
ernment on BSE, will now be rele- 
gated to working with Mr Prescott, 

Of the five women appointed to 
the Cabinet, three of them have 
ministerial experience. One is Mar- 
garet Beckett, aged 54, the new 
Trade and Industry Secretary. An- 
other is 49-year-old Ann Taylor, the 
new Leader of the Commons. 

Marjorie “Mo" Mowlanı, the new 
Northern Ireland Secretary now re- 
covering ftom a brain tumour, in- 
herita the task of trying to kick-start 
allparty talks and has potentially 
one ofthe toughest jobs. ', 

Clare Short, the 51-year-old con- 
troversial leftwinger and a former 
civil servant, makes it to the Cabinet 
as International Development Sec- 
retary, And the new Social Security 
Secretary is 46-year-old Harriet Har- 
man, the portfolio she has shad- 
owed for the past year — albelt with 
a nıore knowledgeable “minder” in 
the form of Frank Fleld, 

The new Welslı Secretary is Ron 
Davies, aged 50, who starts his Job 
with the satistactlon of having 
helped to wipe the Tories off the 
Welsh map. 

The much-coveted job of Minister 
for' Europe goes lo Doug Hender- 
son. Ie lıas been a slıadow home 
office minister and impressed both 
Jack Straw and Tony Blair with his 
grip on details, 

Peter Mandelson, mastermind of 
Labour's election campaign, will 
also have a pivotal role İn the Blair 
administration, responsible for co- 
ordinating and presenting govern- 
ment policies from the vantage 
point of a seat on all key cabinet 
committees. 

Designated Minister Without 
Portfolio, he is not a member of the 
Cabinet and has no Whitehall de- 
partınent of his own, but he could 
become more influential, and poten- 
tially more powerful, than many se- 
nior ministers. He will be attached 
to the Cabinet Office and liaise with 
the Downing Street Policy Unit. 

„ În many ways Mr Mandelson will 
take on the mantle of Michael Hes- 
eltine, deputy prinıe minister in 
John Major's government. He will 


oversee the work of task forces .|. 
made up of hand-picked civil. sere 


vants seconded 'to a strengthened 
Cabinet Office at the heart of the 
Whitehall machine. Mr Mandelsoıı 


Rebeaca Smithers 


IVIL servants returned to 

work on Tuesday to face new 

teams of ministers, including 
a record five women in top jobs, 
appointed by Tony Blair, 

John Prescott has taken over as 
Deputy Prime Minister and Environ- 
ment, Regions and Transport Secre- 
tary. Hla workload is increased by 
the daunting task of combining the 
deputy prime ministership with 4 
clutch of heavyweight portfolios, 

Installed in the Treasury as Chan- 
cellor af the Exchequer is Gordon 
Brown, determined to be a hands- 
on Iron Chancellor. His sidekick is 
the new Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury, Alistair Darling, a 43-year- 
old Edinburgh-based lawyer who 
held the same post in opposition 
without putting a foot wrong. 

Fellow Scot Robin Cook, aged 51, 
is Mr Blair's Foreign Secretary, and 
looks set to be one of the Cabinets 
leading Eurosceptics. His swift 
absorption of the lengthy Scott 
report underlined his reputation as 
one of the brightest minds in Mr 
Blair's top team. 

Mr Blair appointed Lord Irvine of 
Lairg, aged 57, as Lord Chancellor, 
sealing a relalonship which began 
200dd years ago when Mr Blair 
joined Derry Irvine's chambers. 

Jack Straw, aged 50, is the Home 
Secretary. He has been labelled 
more rightwing than his predeces- 
sor, Michael Howard. 

David Blunkett enters the history 
books as the first blind cabinet min- 
Ister, assuming the tough portfolio 
for education and employment. 

‘The Scottish Secretary ia Donald 
Dewar, aged 59, who has the key 
task of steering Labour’s controver- 
sial plans for a Scottish patliament 
through the Commons. Previously 
Labour's chief whip, the engaging 
Scot is highly regarded by Mr Blair. 


2 3. ;| will also play a key,role In present- 


ing to the party and the public what 
the administration is doing. 


سو 
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Maze jail protest ends 


` IRA escape tunnel was discovered. 


Representatives of the Ulster Demo- 
cratic Party, inked to the Ulster 
Freedom Fighters, held talks with 
officials at Storntont before meeting 
prisoners. The Progressive Unionist 
Party, linked to the Ulster Yolunteer 
Forcg, held separate talks at Stor- 
mont, , . 1 
Trouhle flared last week when 
loyalists refused to co-opérate with a 
new şecurity reginıe, inclucling two 
daily, heal. counts and lock-ups, in- 


' troduced after the tunnel was dis- 


coy¥ered last month. 
‘The loyalists claim they are being 
punishecl for the IRA activity and ob- 
ject to being locked in cells during 
counts, Prison officers claim parts 
of the Maze have been uncler the 
control of paramilitary prisoners. 


Paintings saved in gallery fire 


the blaze had ecnused widespread 
damage. But as firefighters 
finished mopping up inside the 
18th century building in central 
London, which opened for 
buslneas as usual on Sunday, it 
emerged that damage was 
minimised by swift action. 
Around 40 works, mainly archi- 
tectıral modela and drawings. 
suffered minor damage. 

David Gordon, the academy’s 
secrclary, said: “A fre ia always 
a serious matter, but we were 
able to deal with it very qulekly 
in the way we hud predicted.” 


Britannia Internatianal's accounts 


arê easily manageable hy post, phone 
or fax — wherever you are in the worlcl. 
They now include: . 


New Instant Access account 


ilş ûf all our aafê, simplê ' ; 
3 to give your savings  - 


-' ment officials reached a conıpro- |. 


BRITANNIA INTERNATIONALS NEW INSTANT 
ACCESS AND 90-DAY NOTICE ACCOUNTS 


*New 90-Day Notice account 


So '; excellent retuths withûut taking risks. 

gio -` ‘fll in the coupèni ahd post or fax it 
back. OF: simply fax your busineas ٤ 
‘tard, ‘quoting .relerence GW/11/03/97. 
Or call our 24-hour Expat Helpline on ; ! 
. +44 1624 628513, leave your name and, 

numver, ,and we'll get back. to you as 

agn a8 we can. HERES 3 


, ;latefhdtljodol i... 
FE'"S ‘SURPRISES’ - 
. 1 س ج سیسات اس مم ا چت چ‎ 
es, Ûd like tû receive Betal öf Briıansia:: temaional's dffshore lavoetmnelt accounth,. 


1 E E 


Liked! Brianila Hausa, ra ا‎ | Diong lla,’ ile of Man, .IMg9 LSD, Dritah lale 
e i TO GOTA r r 0 
ear ES ه‎ . 


David Sharrock 


roducers to benefit fom د عن‎ 
lunch of Channel 4, which commis- OYALIST . prisoners occupying 
sioned him to make The Media part of Northern Ireland's top se- 


Show. کے‎ . „ .| curity Maze prison last week ended 

Sir Michael Bishop, Channel 4's | their protest after talks with Govern- 
„, mise on new security measures. 

It came as ã series of bomb 
hoaxes disrupted Belfast The city 
„ airport was closed to passengerş for 
. a time and a number of abandoned 
vehicles were çxamined by the Army 
after telephone warnings to the BBC. 

The callers gave no cole word 
anid it was unclear who was respon 
sible. But there were no reports of 
. polling for the election being 
disrupted. 

The prison cllspute was sparkecl 
by a security clampdown after an 


“As a vocal and effective sup 
porter, of the creation of Channel 4 
in his earlier career before joining 


his. own style and enthusiasni on 
Channel 4." .. 

Mr Jackson's public demeanour 
is very different from that of Mr 
Grade, a conıbative and colourlul 
media nıogul wiıo aliracted contro- 
versy throughout his eight years in 
the £600,000-a-year post. 

The battle to succeed Mr Grade 
— who quit to devote more tine to 
his family leisure business interests 


—— had narrowed down to a contest | | NVESTIGATORS were working 
between Mr Jackson and John | last weekerıd to discover the 
Willis, Channel 4's director of pro 0 1 a e e I 
j, who had strong internal rough a ry 
et Academy, threatening to destroy 
The pair had clashed in public re- | paintings worth milllons of 
cently about the respective merits of | pounds, writes Stuart Mi ilar. 
Channel 4 and BBC2. Mr Willis ac- Up to 100 people, who had 
cused Mr Jackson of being a “copy- |j been attending a lecture, were 
cat criminal" for stealing the | evacuated last Saturday night 
minority station's ideas, wliile Mr | after the blaze broke out in the 
Jackson denounced progranımecs | space hetween the roof and a 
such as The Girlie Show, Mr Willis, | falge ceiling above the Lecture 
who was understood lo have made | Room galery, whiclı was being 


refurbished. 


i i itch for the pos, is 
e lor pa r Officials initially feared tlıat 


expected to quit Channel 4. 


Whether you're an established 
expat or just starting out in ا‎ 
climes, a celeinly on'1 want to be 
‘. driven bananas as far. as yur finances 
are concerned. . i 
:Don't, worry, You're in for - 
„ nothing .. but nice surprises - with 
Britannia International. و اي‎ 
` As an Isle of Man incorporated, 
' company, _ Britannia International is, 
outside UK, tax jurisdictiön. 
interest on yöur savings will have rio - 
` deduction for tax. e 
OE uty 9 assured. 
Guaranteed. by one. of the UK's leading 
building socjeties. your investments 
are .also, protected by the Manx 
Deponitora: Compensation Scheme. 


i E 0‏ ل 
Beiramuia Iniamadanal is a «belly curmerl nubs‏ ` ° "7 
Î apdlategliitied wûr iha lılicf Man‏ ' ۰ 


1. CUT-OUT 


- ا وی و مید دی ت 


"Name: Meli MiN 
Adress > : 


` TH 
i f 


| chairman, said: “Michael Jackson 
Î has established an outstancling 
'Î reputation in successive senior |: 
"| appointments at the BBC. 


-Î the BBC, I am delighted he will now 
.| have the opportunity of stamping 


San FM} 


Jackson... will bring ‘atyle 
and enthusiasm’ 


and channel development; Paul 
Jackson, heacl of entertainment: and 
Peter Salmon, Granada's pro- 
gramme director. 

Steeped in the medium, Mr Jack- 
son is claimed to have played at 
being a TY scheduler as a child. He 
stunned colleagues in meetings 
with his encyclopaedic knowleclge 
of the transmission times of the 
children's programme Skippy in the 
1960s. 2 

Mr Jackson, a media studies 
graduate from the Central Louclon 
Polytechnic, and outside the usual 
BBC Oxbridge loop, was one of the 
first wave of young, independenl 


ا 


BBC loses Jackson to Channel 4 


Andrew Culf 


ICHAEL JACKSON, con- 
troller of BBCI, was , last ; 


WV Î week appqinted to .sucçeed ') . 
| Michael Grade as the chief execur , 


tive of Channel 4. ا‎ 
The 39-year-old switches to one of 


.| broadcasting’s nıost coveted posts on ' 


June 1, less than a year after being i 


singled out by John Birt, the BBC's .| . 


director general, for promotion. 
His departure after 10 years at 


the BBC is a hamnıer blow for the | ' 


corporation, leaving its new broad- 
cast directorate without one of ils 
star executives and increasingly 
bereft of big name talent. 

Mark Thompson, controller of 
BBC? since last summer, will tem- 
porarily take charge of BBC1, but is 
not expected to apply for the job 


ently. 

Mr Jackson, who had been spo- 
ken of as a future director general of 
the BBC, said: “Î greatly value the 
opportunity to lead an organisalion 
which has transformed television. 
Channel 4 has a unique programme 
proposition, which I believe will 
continue to thrive in the future be- 
cause of its special status, which 
nuust be defended." ٤ 

BBC sources said (hey were dis- 
appointed, but Channel 4 had made 
"a very good booking". 


Possible successors at the BBC 


include: Alan Yentob, Mr Jackson's 
mentor, who could switch from his 
job as director of programmes; 
David Docherty, direclor of stralegy 


a 
of | : 
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In Brief 
زا ا ی‎ 


R OADS protester Swamı 
was fined £50 and and 


ordered to pny £50 cosis afier 
udmitiing Possessing 

near the site of Manchester alr. 
port's planned second runway, 


و 


L EUKAEMIA among children 
is more likely to strike in 
summer, suggesting a 

be behind the ines 0 1 
to researchers from the Depart. 
ment of Community Medicine at 
Cambridge univeraity, 


B RITAIN would be guilty of 
“inluman and dı 


treatment” if it went ahead wit 
plans to deport a convicted 
drugs courier dying of Alda to 
his home country of St Kitts 
where he would face destitution, 
the European Court of Human 
Rights ruled. 


ANRDA HURLEY, whose sm 

was born with Down's syn: 
dromc after uhe was refused a 
hospital screening test for abnor- 
malities, accepted a settlementof 
£300,000 in the High Court. 


HE English Patient com- 

pleted an extraordinary year 
by carrying off three British 
Academy of Film and Television 
Arta (Bafta) awards. 


MAURITIAN who assaulted 

Aa Royal Marine on the Dlego 
Garcia naval base in the Indian 
Ocean is serving a three-year jll 
sentence in the UK because thle 
offence was committed on 
British territory. Louis Cherri 
Annea, aged 32, who had never 
been to Briain before, speaks 
no English and ia 13,000 miles 
froın his young family. 


RITAIN’S new J nbour GOY’ 

ernment ruled out returning 
the Elgin Marbles to Greece, 
thereby entering ia first diplo- 
mic row afler assuming 


Il iıcory thal toxic gases 

from nınlircgses caf aU 
cot clentlıa was further under 
mined with the publication ofa 
study showing babies naturally 
carry one of the chemicals 
alleged to be harmful. 


TEPHEN GLASCOE, a 

tor aged 46, who has worn. 
an earring for more th! e | 
years, ا‎ expelled by the e 
way golf course, near CaerpilY. | 
in South- Wales, because he 0 
didır’t comply with dress 


ARWICK unlverslty bas. . 
WwW sparked a.lecturerê' e 1 
by offering an unı 4 
place at ita law.school é0 .:  ' | 
Valentine Sitragser, the 317%" 
old former military dictator bi 

Slerra Leone whose troops 
` accused by Amnesty Internatlon# 
of torture and executions 


UGHIE,GREEN, wê hort 
television game shows 

was best known for the tale 
. show, Opportunity Knock 
:died aged77.: E hn 


PHOTOGRAPH: MARTIN ARGLES 


ployment, low inflation and interest 
rate. But voters sensed it was by 
accident, not deslgn. 

As for education, health and the 
other social services Major sought 
to improve by inflicting on them six 
of the free market best. It will take 
time to see whether the higher stan- 
dards for which he strove were 
blips, cosmetic or the start of a solu- 
tion to the class-biased weaknesses 
that have dogged British educalion 
for a century. 

The slogan “a grammar sclıoul in 
every town" suggests that Major 
may have missed the point: beller 
standards for the élite have never 
been the problem. But for a gram- 
mar school drop-out he seemed re- 
markabiy attached to a system that 
failed him. 

Typical John Major. Thin-skinned 
and stubborn, he was palronised 
rotten for his clodgy synlax and ver- 
bal infelicities by clever Oxbridge 
lypes wlıo could scarcely cross the 
sireel without help. Long afler the 
time wien he should have been say- 
ing: “If your're so snarl, low come 
you've never (one anyllıinpg?" 
Major's easy charm woull mell 
away to let him gel prickly ml de- 
fensive, 

The Citizen's Charler was an- 
other “havcnols" inilialive which 
earned him as much mockery as 
gratllude. The same goca for hls 
most polguant lol opportunity: lfc 
search for peace in Norlhern Ire 
land, It took guts lo launch ihe 1993 
initiative wilh a slırfiıking Commons 
majority. Intelligence advice ntmosl 
certainly warnetl Major llıat lhe 17- 
month IRA ceasefire was ınore 
likely to prove a tactlcal device, 

Il may yel yield success on the 
. rocky road to peace in Ireland. In 
which case the fallen premler’s 
name will appear on the roli of hon- 
our. But the tactician in John Major 
also appeased the dielıard Unionists 
wlen he might better. have called 
` their bluff. The insistence on prior 
decommissioning on weapons, rea-, 
sonable in abstract, doomed in 
bloody historical context, was such 
a missed opportunity. So was last 
summer's disastrous stand-off at 
Drumcree, 

Most people are better off at the 
end, of the Major years. But nations 
do not live by gross national product. 

.alone. John Major kept his cool — 
!“beta double plus for solid compe- 
; tence most of the time,” one political 


Bclentist put it as democracy's.re-. | 


İSireel . ; 2 
: , It is,enough for history's second 
division, Tony Blalr now has the 
‘chance to try for something bigger. .. 


` moval van .trundled. into Downing 


harder. The advice may even be 
right. Blair seenıs to think so, 

After all, John Major was the man 
who refused to sign the European 
Union's social chapter with its pater- 
nity leave and 48-hour working week, 
It was another characteristically tacti- 
cal device at Maastricht in December 
1991 when Major, the readerof 
small-orint, negotiated two optouts 
— ie, bought ime — on the social 
chapter and the single currency, 

Whether that has ruined his 
party, or his country’s prospect for 
the new millennium, 1s too soon to 
say. Ken Clarke and Michael Hesel- 
tine are almost as sure as Ted Heath 
that 10 years hence Britain will be 
fully reconciled to the European 
project, paternity leave, euros in the 
wallet and all, 

Major was not so sure. All those 
pints of warn beer and old maids 
cycling unmugged to church have 
got to hiın. He is a “There'll Always 
be an England" marı, though flexi- 
ble as to what exactly that means. 
After all, his second proudest 
achievement is the National Lottery, 
another example of degenerate Ma- 
Jorite radicalism that Thatcher, the 
provincial Meth- 
odist, cleclined to 
sanction. Il lias 
cerlainly rnisecl a 
lot of money [ur 
charily, heritage, 
sporls and (the 
arts, not lo men- 
lon the Chur- 
chill family, the 
Royal Opera 
House and Eton 

College. And the evidence is ir- 
relutable — though muclı quibbled 
over by the Camelot lobby — that 
the poor invest more of their dispos- 
able iicome on a 13 million-to-one 
fuiter than does the ayerage 
Churchill. How that squares with 
classless Majors oft-declared desire 
to help society's “have-nots” to get 
their share of life's good things is 
not immediately apparent, 

ı „.Îf the lottery is Major's second 
‘monument, what is his first? On the 
last day of the campaign he cited his 
:achievement in “strangling” the in- 
fation beast in the postwar British 
economy, without mentioning the 
fearful price paid in terms of reces-: 
sion, higher taxes and debt, and the. 
fiasco of Britain's twqyear member- 
.ship of the exchange rate mecha- 
nism (ERM) at a deflationary 2.95 , 
marks to.the pound. With the eco-. 
nomy now looking good, compared; 
with Europe, if nat the United, States 


; and South Asia, Major loveş to. rattle ; 
‘off the things he didn't, promise in 
|1992, but did achieye:: falling ungemr-. 


FRA GO 


س 


‘Beta double plus for 
solid competence 
most of the time’ says 
a political sclentist 
on the Major years 
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Thatcher revolution hits the buffers 


` Water under the bridge .. . Norma and John Major alone on the Thames 


1906 disaster after dithering over a 
deepening party split kept them out 
of Downing Street for almost 20 
years? 


Yet Joh Roy Major has already 
done well by the numerical stan- 
dards of that small premiership club 
to which he belongs. In the 20th 
century, an unbroken six years and 


` five months has been bettered by 


Thatcher, Asqulth and Harold 
Macmillan alone, Only MacDonald, 
Callaghan and Major climbed so far 
after leaving school by 16. 

None of which is enough, of 
course. John Major must be seen to 
have achieved, to have left monu- 
ments, if not in steel or glass in the 
Parisian manner, then in reshaping 
— modernising — Britain's musty 
old habita. 

The first thing he indubitably 
achieved was to win the 1992 elec- 
tion. This was no mean feat, given 
that Labour had been 20 points 
ahead in the polls in 1990 as Trafal- 
gar Square burned with the polî tax 
riots and the overheated housing 
market collapsed. That memory 
sustained Major in 1997. 

Rail privatisation, (“tlie poll tax on 
wheels" quipped 
one Tory) is al- 
most complete, 
The Post Office 
slipped Lhrough 
ihe privatisers’ 
hands, bul only 
thanks to a Tory 
revolt. Army 
housing, Green- 
wich naval cok 
lege, Hansard, 
the Majorites tried to flog anything 
that wasn't bolted down, They have 
their crowbars fixed on pensions, 
old people's homes and London 
‘Transport, unless Prime Minister 
Blair gets there first, 

More than that, they kept up the 
open market pressures on such dig- 
nifled institutions as the Stock 
Exchange, the Bank of Englaad, 
‘Oxbridgê {This job's' all fund 
raising now,” one Oxford principal 


` moaned recently), the armed forces, 


the BBC. Some may benefit from 
the experience. For others it may 
prove a classic example of a succesa- 
ful operation after which, un- 
fortunately, the patient dies, There is 
nothing very Tory about treating the 
British Army as if it was ripe for a 
management buy-out. 

Major may haye looked wimpish 
and talked wimpishly about creating 


` a natlon at ease with itself. But that 


is not how it felt for most Britons. 


Whenever a Korean firm threat 


enedl to do it cheaper, we were ad- 
vised not to whinge, but to work 


Michael White on the 
achievements of John 
Major's premiership 


$ HE faces his brutal politi- 
: A: retirement John Major 
lacks tle advantages en- 

joyed by Winston Churchill, who 

was asked a difficult question about 

his legacy and replied: “Only his- 

tory can relate the full story.” He 


paused, then added: "And 1 slıall 

write the lıistory,” 
Major has not yet sail he will be 

writing “I( İi May Say. So". But the 


desire for selfjustification runs | 


strong Informer tenants of No 10 
Downing Street. Sooner or later the 
man who inherited a near-İimpossi- 
ble legacy from the Evita of Eng- 
. land's upwardly-mobile middle class 
will seek to .tilt what might be the 
savage verdict of history more 
favourably in his direction. 
Chosen, erroneously as it turned 
: out, to be Thatcher's anointed suc- 
. cessor after the 1990 Cabinet coup, 
he never escaped from her shadow, 
nor gained legitimacy. Tf anyone had 
brought her down (apart from her- 
self, it was Michael Heseltine, Yet it 
was Major who became the usurper 
to the Thatcherite right, . 

Indeed, such is the rights weak- 
ness for “strong” leadership that 
Heseltine might better have recon- 
ciled them after 1990, “another 
blonde with revolving eyes,” as a 
cabinet minister remarked at the 
time, Instead they got Major's emol- 
lient, collegiate leadership with “God 
Bless" at the end of his Gulf war 
broadcast — rather than “Rejoice, 
rejoice” issued as an instruction, 

At the time most people were 
grateful to be free of the Iron Lady’s 
. hectorîng, But the novelty wore off. 
The non-Tory majority soon 
watched fascinated as Amiable John 
failed either to embrace Euro- 
scepticism or to rein it in. Equally 
damaging, it watchecl Major set up 
firsL tle Scott inquiry into arıns 
sales to Iraq, then Lord Nolan's re- 
view of standards in public life, 
otherwise known as sleaze, tlıen 
move to thwarl them both. 

No onc saw Major as a sleazeball, 
yet he seemed uuable to grasp the 
issue ıd acl clecisively, Nell Hanıil- 
ton was Thatcher's protégé, not lis, 
yel İL was Major that the Hanıiltons 
and (heir moslly Thalcherite chums 
damaged. “Sleaze” will find its entry 
in the history books under Major, 
not Thatcher, even though, as so 
often, she bequeathed the problem. 

But history's verdict on Jolın 
Major (loes not simply depend on 
what he did — and failed to do — 
belween November 28, 1990 and his 
fnll from power in the worst Tory 
defeat since 1906, 

Crucially, it also depends on what 
comes next. Will Tony Blair create a 
20-year progressive hegemony by 
reuniting the centre-left and left as it 
lıas not been united since the rise of 
Labour and the Liberal split after 
1918? Will the Tories fight and split 
or rapidly rediscover the lost virtues 
of pragmatisın? Will Britain join the 
euro, succeed in stemnting the inte- 
grationist tide, succumb to its 
bureaucratic embrace, or leave the 

«EU altogether? 

` Will the economy flourish or fiz- 
zle? Will peace corne to Ireland ûr 
civil strife to Scotland after the Tory 
Opposition wrecks devolution as well 


;as the Anglo-Irish actord? All these’ 
‘answers will affect Major's place in 
‘the sun — or in the shade, Is he a 
‘healer, a bridge or a feeble, drifting 
wrecker lke Arthur Balfour whose 


FINANCE: 23 


their Insurers, ag they haye yet to 
lose a substantial case. But lawsuits 
scheduled to come 0 E this 
year, including 8 by; US atate 
Aiorneya ‘seeking to reeGUbF med 
ical insurance ' costs,. look more 


threatening. ٤ 
The cigarette makers — whosê 
settlement plans would all but elimi- 


nate their US earnings for 25 years 
— want to Keep discussion of their 
ingurance cover under’ wraps for 
fear they will help the underwriters’ 
defence if they meet in court," 

' ‘Although the Insurance dustry 
maintains ` that policy restrictions 
mean claims are unlikely.to be met, 
experts argue that many. policies 
were written so long ago — in the 
1930s and 1940s — that theae 
exemptors are next to worthlesa. 
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HE US economy grew at a 

blistering pace in the first 
quarter, its fastest rate in more 
than nine years, making it al- 
most certain that the Federal 
Reserve will ralse interest rates 
as part of lta pre-emptive anti- 
inflation strategy. 


ULTI-MILLIONAIRE 

businessman Geoffrey 
Robinson, the new Paymaster- 
General, is to take on the high- 
profile job of motivating cconomic 

as well as overseeing the 

tricky Private Finance Initiative 
and privatisation portfolios. 


URO DISNEY showed a net 

loss for the six months to 
March 31, ita tradilional low sea- 
gon, of $36 million, compared 
with a loss of $29 million for the 
first half of 1995-96, 


ETER LARGE, the Hambros 

banker behind the aborted 
takeover bid for the Co-op, 
asked to be suspended until tie 
investigation into the affair has 
been completed. 


RITAIN'S largest cable tele- 
phone and television group, 
Cable & Wireleas Commu- 
nlcationa, was valued at just 
` under $7 millon when trading 
started in its ahares,... 


r FT 
IDELITY Brokerage, tte  : 
British offshoot of the huge , 

US fund manager, has been 

fined $324,000 plus conts of 

. $263,000 by regulators for the 

breakdown of ita shatedealing 


T 


lhsurance industry faces $300 billion: bill for dying smokers 
: : 1 ۳ potential smoking-related |. 


In Canada, the local‘ divisioû of 
Britain's best-known cigarette manur 
facturer, Imperial Tobacco, has al- 
ready begun preliminary legal 
action against Commercial Upion 
and American Horie Assurance, . 
. Details of the. eme ay 

by ineurance companies have 
E to emerge, since tobacco 
firms, İn a secret pact, haye agreed 
to keep silent about the scale of (iè 
insurance cover they have taken qut, 
in the US industry 
admitted that all the large compa 
neg have sworn not to disclose the 
extent of ay insurance cover. 

The tobacco companies are a 
long way from making a claim on 


ouşly thought to rule out claims 
from victims of smioking-related ill 
nesses, Mr Hodges's work has 
shown that the poor wording of the 
clauses has granted the tobacco | 
firms the chance to offload just 
about ail their abilities. 
` Recent talks in Washington be- 
tween the world's big tobacco 
groups and a plethora of litigants, 
working towards a global outof- 
court settlement of all smoking- 
1 claims, have indicated that 
cigarette-makers may be prepared 
to set aside a total of $300 billion for 
victims, with payments staged over 
the next over 25 years. 

Two research notes published by 
Mr Hodges, which, for example, 
name the 46 insurance companies 


that isşued policies to BAT, have re- 
ceived 4 limited circulation around 
fhe Çity. But the implications of the 
analysis have already been noted in 
the United States, where the State 
of Louisiana, which is suing a string 
of tobacco companies for the costs 
incurred by the pûblic héalth 
ities in treating dyin smok- 
ers, has now extended its litigation 
to Cover ‘morê than i00 insurance 
companies named as providing cov- 
erage for tobacco companies. 

. Aside from providing a fresh 
headache for big companiés such a8 
Royal, Zurich Insurance and Allianz 
of Germany, the affair is set to pro- 
duce another crisis at the Lioyd's of 
London insurance market, which 
previously thought it had ring- 


I Murphy and. -.:. . 
lisa Buckingham 


NSURÃNCE , companies, arou 
the world, including Commercial 
Union and. Royal Sun Alliance in 

te the prospect of having 
io plek up a $300 billlori compensa- 
for 


research by a lone 
on financial analyst, 


' Hodges of investment bank 


tence of Şcores of product liability 
policlês quietly. taken out by the big 
cigarette companies, such as Philip 
Morris in America and BAT Indus- 
tries in Britain, over the past 60 


years. While most of these policies 
contain exclusion clauses, previ- 


Will strong pound confound Labour? 


economic life behind the steady de- 
preciation of sterling. If the funda- 
mentals of the cconomy have 
improved, the currency will almost 
certainly increase in value. 

The markets have belatedly also 
woken up to the idea that the single 
European currency is likely to be 
softer tlıan the mark, and the Euro- 
pean Central Bank less hawkish on 
inflation than the Bundesbank. Ster 
ling will remain attraclive, partici 
larly if Mr Blair uses his big 
parliamentary majority to fulfil his 
pre-election commiilment to keep in- 
flation uuder lock anl key. Political 
stability, an open economy thal of- 
fers liquidity to investors, and low 
inflation suggest that the pound 
may continue to be a buy. 

The weaknesses of the pound — 
history apart — come down to the 
UK's ability to sustain its current 
performance. If inflation continues 
to be higher than that in France and 
Germany, the result will be a loss of 
competitiveness, and in the past that 
has been compensated for by allow- 
ing the currency to depreciate. The 
UK's decisioıı to stay outside a single 
currency that proved liarder Lhan ex- 
pected might exacerbate this trend. 

But what about the opportunilies 
and threats? In some respects, these 
are two sides of the same coin, A 
stronger pound affords the opportu- 
nity to lock ip low inflation, and 
force UK cpmpanies to compete on 
the basis of quality and product in- 
novation rather than on price. Holi- 
daymakers, will find travel abroad 
nd it would encourage 
overseas investment, :. '. 
The counterrcase 1s thi 


WOODCUT BY JF LABOFE 


Plate Heaped High With Love 


Nancy McKeon 


Mark Milner and Larry Elliott ask if the Blalr 
government can escape the currency crises 
that befell previous Labour administrations 


OR students of Labour his- | been all Labour's, Just ask John 
tory, it all had a familiar ring. | Major. It was he who in tlıe autumn 
of 1992 poured scorn on those who 
called for Britain's withdrawal fron 
the exchange rate mechanism, ac- 
cusing them of peddling “quack 
doctor remedies”. Within six days, 
Bank were staggering bleary-eyed | Britain had been forced out of the 
ERM, the Government's economic 
policy was in ruins and the Conserv- 
alive party was on course lor last 
week's wipe-out at the polls, 

With suclı a history it can be little 
surprise that one of the axioms of 
foreign exchange dealers is: "No 
one ever got sacked for selling ster- 


under 9 marks in 1970 but had 
plunged to below 4 during the ster- 
ing crisis of 1976. The decline 
against the French franc was almost 
equally steep. Sterling opened the 
decade at more than 13 franca, but 
by 1976 it was below 8. 

Since then, however, things have 
not been so bad. True, the pound 
lias had its ups and down; Black 
Wednesday — September 16, 1992 
— particularly springs to mind. 
Sterling, however, is now above its 
197ê level againsl the franc and has 
losl a quarter of ils value againsl the 
mark. On a trade-weightecl basis, 
sterling's recent rally has carried it 


“come back to you İn your mouth.” 
Whenever she is sick, she feels 
“stuffed with sorrow.” 

Sorrowful and pent-up “wild” are 
what Moore becomes. We follow 
her from hardacrabble farming 
during World War IL where with 
one violent stroke smiling hogs be- 
conıe breakfast bacon, to living with 
her mother, who is more interestrd 
ir breaking up homosexual couples 
by having wild sex with one pariner, 
to living on a shoestring in a series 
of sad rented houses with a hus- 
band till in graduate school and 
two babies before she is 20, It's not 


— "Turkey Sex," “Cranberry 

and a Sad Motel,” "Eating Peter 
Rabbil" These are straight food 
essays that seen designed to be like 


NEVER EAT YOUR HEART OUT 
Moore 
Farrar Straus Giroux. 328pp. $23 


Once the size of Tony Blair's 
majority became apparent, 
money men on the foreign ex- 
changes started to dump sterling. 
As tlıe last revellers from the South 


ATV commercial break between lhe 
heavy emutional sledding of the' 
main narrative. Oddly, these are the 
less rewartling clıaplers. Or maybe 
not so ockclly. Moore's point is thal 
foud makes memories, so how can 
snappy facis andl historical allusions 
convey foots {rue power? 

Tle wilderness that Moore extols 


NYONE can march into a 

fastfood joint, call out an 

order and get fed. Chowing 
down at an intimate dinner party is a 
much subtler proposition. First you 
have to absorb the mood and atınos- 
phere and then figure out how 
worldly or down-home to act. And 
for that you look to your hostess, 
ا‎ if you don't know her 
well. 


So who is this Judith Moore, who 
has gathered us here to read Never 
Eat Your Heart Out, an idiosyncratic 
combination of memoir, mea culpa 
and food reporting? 

Well, with the book's first sen- 
tence, In the chapter “Pie,” we lcarn 
she’s not a food writer of the Mom- 
made-greatgreen-beans genre. Lis- 
ter: “Its filllng sequestered beneath 
a canopy of top crust, hidden from 
the eye (if not the nose), a ple (not 
unlike the body) offers itself for 
reverie on the enigma of Inslde and 
out." Indeed! And exactly whom clo 
we encounter in this chapter? It's 
the author as a solitary toddler, 
soberly rolling out mud pies for her 
dolls — “even incontinent Betay- 
Wetsy, who left wet spots wherever 
she sat" — mostly done under the 
watchful eye of the housekeeper. 

The curly-headed 2- or 3-year-old 
pictured on the cover 1s amiling: dle- 
lightedly, but this little girl who 
once tucked a dead baby robin in- 
sile a mud crust to mimic the 
chicken pie being made in the 
kitchen seems nothing if not serious 


lo the Tube stations iu mit-morn- 
ing, the pound was down by three 
plennlgs againıst the German mark 
and two cents against the clollar. 
Ramsay MacDonald, Clement Al- 
tee, Harold Wilson 
Callaghan all knew what il was like 
lo see the currency disappear off 
the edge of a cliff. But despite the 
postelection wobble, Mr Blair may 
escape the same fate. Labour may 
have its sterling crisis, but on cur- 
rent form it is more likely to be 
forced on him by currency strength, 


One reason lor this is thal {he 
pound has been rising on the for’ 
eign exchanges for the past year, 
moving up from 2.18 marks lasi 
spring to just over 2.80 last week. 
This movement has been accompa- 
nied by moans and groans fron ex- 
porters, who have complained that 
they are being priced out of over- 


and regrels in herself led her lo 
ınirror in some ways the self 
absorbedl life of her own mother. 


When she walkecl out on the uf 
banl she betrayed and the two Ile 
girls she so desperately loved (and 
loves), did she serean (he way her 
mother clkl? Perhaps not, but W 
don't really know, “Eventually [ 
packed up and left home" is wh 
we're lold. As precise as Moore is 
describing the secret life of a spud 
Down in lhe pot's Jark interior the 
tubers will qulelly leacl thelr own £ 
netically encoded patalo lives’), 
is often e about lhe 

her owu perhaps gel 

codlecl life, Most of the langlble auto 
biographical data about Moore (hal 
she Hives in Berkeley, lhat she |S a1 
cellor andl writer for the 


“poverty you knew would never 
end. This was exile.” 

But exile from what exactly? Not, 
as she seenıs to think at that poinl, 
from the privileged side of middle- 
class life in small-town Washington 
state. That is suffocating, although 
Moote la qulck to clalm her WASP 
bona fides as a potluck-supper- 
altencling nıember of Calvary Epis- 
copal. No, she seems to be in exile 


Yet over the past few months, no 
one has been flogging the pourtd. 
The polls haye been poinling to that 
ıraditional City “sell” signal — a 
Labour victory — but investors 


This is aı argument that seems to 
fy in the face of common senge. 
After all, disaster ancl devaluation 
have been the dark twins in the eco- 
ic lexicons .. of. successive 
Labour governments. It was tle row 
over spending cuts aimed at prop- 
ping up the pound which split the 
labour party asurider in 1931. That | 
brought "in.ıthe National Govern- 
ment, which then proceeded to an 
immediate about-face „hy. . taking 
Britain off the Gold Standard. . 

Stafford Cripps, chancellor in the, 
Attlee government formed after the 
second world war, wis the nekt vi- 
tim of the double-D. He reluctantly 
sanctioned the 1949 devaluation 

a sanatorium in Switzerland, 
having repeatedly denied any plans 
to do 8o. For a high Anglican of 
Ereat moral rectitude like Cripps, 

a move was painful in the ex; 
treme, There was a political price | ren 
too. In the election six months later, | exch 

r saw ita massive 


‘Memories come back 
to you In your mouth,’ 
the author says. When 
she is slck, she feels 
‘stuffed with sorrow’ 


Rentler) are to be found on the 
jnckel, not in the pages oft 
ially sad 


somecl Into lıard work and gracefil 
serious e Why ق‎ 0 
s0 worthy lave to causê, 
pain? Here the elliptical 2 
her ınemoir works agains} f on 
ts absolutlon, 

But she wants Jt oF 
her terms. In her ur 
shé makes it a chiaracler 
her husband "has n 
"dentity erlsls' ... He 
in the ا‎ a ر‎ 
great-grandfather ca ا‎ 
grade he uséd a desk into 
wood his father had 


into a low-growth scenario. By chok- 
rts and encouraging im 
alance of payments 
would comk ûrider pressure, torting’ 
the authorities to run a deflationary. 
macro-economic policy in order to - 
prevent inflation rising. 
„_ Even ifthere is weakening of ater- 
ling from its' current level, 
of it plunging tothe. ‘postB! 
Wednesday lowa'of 1995 seems far- 
fetched, So the otida must be on 
Blair avoiding thé fate of his illu 
‘ols predecessors .and ‘beli kevê 


E) 


from herself Which is why, after 
“Adultery,” tlıe chapter in which slie 
describes lhe love she mace and the 
elaborate dishes she prepared (lur- 
ing the happiest year of her life, 
comes “Dusk,” in which she clraws 
the sad outlines of the divorced and 
the solitary supermarket-shopping 
' for their lonely evening’ meals. For 
she has left the car at the train 
station and run away from home, 
from her husband and two little 


ÜK cur- | seas marketê, at money 
, the fore . says that the poun' ng grav- 
ا‎ 0 iby, E there 'is a case 0 saying 
1 that what we are seeing is a pro- 

ange ini sehtlment towards‏ ا 


Kevin Gardiner, chief UK econo- 
mist for Morgan Stanley, said: “At 

'Î the-morment we are'saying'that thie 
pound's rise is cyclical rather than 
structural. Buf: wè don't feel that 


But she's not that child of privi- 
lege for long. Those cushions are’ 
pulled out from under her when her 
a brittlê, selfabsorbed 
opera singer, throws: Dad and his 
law books out. It's in "Breakfast" 
that we witness the querulous (and 
never forgiven) mother turn the 
inconvenient nursery-schooler over 
to her own mother, On the morning 
they're leaving for the nas 


146slashed to five. 
Think next’ of the mid1 
Wilson, pear Britain's 
most econoinically ° literate prime 
e never recqvered from the’ | 


Because this really is life, not a 
novel, Moore's escape solves noth- 
ing. She does become a writer and 
editor, but she and her Jack remain 
married, living in different states, 
coming together for comfort, for 
vacations, to feel the tension of the 
bond Moore broke, for which she 
was gia but which has never 


2 heağèd on him for his] rency 
“pound in your pocket" speech, A 
decade on it was the tur 


Healey, In 1976-Mr Healey was‘oh 
his way to Heathrow for 4’ héetiig’ 
of the International Monetary. Fund: 
n Washington when he had to be 
Têcalled to battle with e mark, 
Mr Healey did fot go | 

iMF came to kim: 8. 


j, However, Hiaë: not. 


ing about?’ he says, 
tells the truth, Nothing.” 
rarêly tremble. “All 
people like hfm, what 


force-feeds Moore oatmeal until the! 
bowl is empty. “The oatmeal rises 
up and out ıny lps and splashes into 
the bowl, onto the newspaper, the 
table, down my dress front My 
grandmother slaps me,” 

“Memories,” .the author gays, 


a book that is generous 
ways. But our hostess. 
complicated character, 
What gives the book a somewhat | daws in editing and changês ê. 
jerky quality as it progresses ia rewardlig a 

through Moore's life are set pieces 
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Red, White and Blue 


Dore Ashton : repressively plensure-denying." 
o _-___ ا‎ Their Art forms, primarily archilec- 
tural and decorative, were signs of 


AMERICAN VISIONS: Tha Epic 
History of Art In America 

By Roberi Hughes : 
Knopi. 636pp. $65' 


OBERT HUGHES is no 
stranger lo the arl of tle 
éple sweep, He demon- 


strated his mettle ini his monumen- 
tal history of Australia, The Fatal 
` Shore. He is also no stranger lo the 


wealth and status, as Amerienn art 
forms have bêeıı ever since, 
° Amerkun “newness” is one of tle 
| principal motifs in Hughes's book, 
anıl he lakex i from Jefferson's 1401 
` leller CWe can uo longer say there 
is noihinyt new under the suni. Far 
this whole lıistory of man is new. 
The great exteni of our republic is 
new .. .") to the sulecisms tlıat 
futled the nakedl imperial ambitions 
of our 19tlrcenlury politicos and 
their allies in tlıe world of the arts. 
Hughes sharply defines the 
rhetorlc aid enthusiasts of Manifest 


has ‘used the twopronged adven- 
turê — (he eijghtpart TV series ancl 


` Shock Of The New, But in this hefty 
book, Hughes takes on the entire Î Destiny in the mid-19th century, 


history of America, as seen in its 
visual arts primarily, from the Pil- 
grims and Puritans to last year’s 
auctions, and, as can be expected, 
he blurs the connotations of “epic” 


pointing out that they had in mind 
not only Latin America, the Pacific 
and Asia, but an American “leap into 
history” that meant empire. A host 
of American painters bought into 
the myth of Manifest Destiny, paint- 
ing the big picture of the wilderness 
and diminishing, if not altogether 
obliterating, the presence of the 
original members of this “new” 


Tunctioninz as an historlan not 
only of the visual arts but of the 
shifting culture they helped to 
shape in the past, Hughes ig in top 


form: a master of vivid language, an | paradise, the American Indians. 
indefatigable researcher, anıd a criti 
.| cal intelligence always in high gear, 


Hughes's chapter on early 
modernism is exceptionally well 
hewn and rich in detail. He tells the 
familiar story, for example, of the 
1913 Armory Show in all its glorious 
confusion, but he manages to open 
a fresh vein of thought by high- 
lighting the participation of the 
elderly Albert Pinkham Ryder, He 
was presented as a secular saint by 
the shows organizers and promi- 
nently displayed. Despite his many 
shortcomings, which Hughes thor- 
oughly reviews (his poor technique, 
feeble drawing and general senti- 
mentality, except in the marine 


fearlessly demolishing received 
ideas. 

The distancing associated with 
the epic form serves him well in his 
earlier chapters, but it disappears in 
his treatment of conternporary 
phenomena, which he tends to 
describe with the editoriallst's 
irritability (not, however, without 
flashes of characteristic humor). 
His combination of TV (the series 


Hughes Is in top form: 


paintings), Ryder seemed to the 

a master of vivid ied American modernists a 

nd of native prophet, the only 

language, anda painter who could sound an authen- 
critlcal researcher te "Amertcan” note. 


Ryder 1s among a dozen artists to 
whom Hughes devotes his critical 
energies. Others are John Singer 
Sargent (not as bad as we thought), 
Winslow Homer (a lot better than 
we thought), Georgia O'Keeffe 
truly flawed, and Frank Lloyd 
Wright (a gian. 

These miniature nıonographs are 
excellent, a8 are some of his thumb 
nail judgments. Take Mabel Dodge 
Luba: “a myatagogue and an ego- 
tist, a sexual imperialiat and nıuch 
of the tlme an intolerable bitch as 
well, but there was something unde- 
niably impressive about her and slıe 
fought hard ancl vallantly for the 
cause of indian rights." 


always in high gear 


begins in the US on May 28) and the 
printed word has certain advan- 
tages, whlch Hughes exploits mar 
velously. There are no footnotes on 
the screen, and there is none in the 
book. Necessity forces lim to say 
what he means and guarantees that 
he seek the most pithy locutlon. Out 
of ihe ample storehouse of poetic 
and political quotallons that he 
seems to have at his Iingertips, he 
chaoses with great care, letling a 
line from Whitman or Williams or 
Auden cast an effulgent light on an 
entire chapter, Here we have a nıas- Or the late Willlam de Kooning: 
ter of belles lettres at work in cultural | “One sees him as the consunınate 
history, a genre that Hughes may | ant-Duchamp, a permanent relief 
have invented — and a good thing, Î from overtheorized art and [rom 
excess selfconscious irony, a man 
exhilaratingly in touch with the 
body of paint and the body of the 
world." 1 4 
Although Hughes has scathing 
thoughts about vulgar political 
1 1 correctness, I doubt he would have 
ethnic, the primacy of religion, and | given so much serious considera- 
the invention of American “new- | tion to two major black artists, 
Romare Bearden and - Jacob 
Lawrence, without recent social and 


In concert with many historians, 
Hughes recognizes that the Puritan 
legacy "has formed all modern 
Americans, no matter what the 


Hughes's closing remaiks are 
almost uniformly pessimistic about 
our moral and aesthetic condition, 
and he ends his book — as, he says, 
with regret — with two quotations. 


best lack all conviction, while the 
worst/ Are full of passlonate inten- 
sity" — and the second, which, he 
notes, is equally durable — Scarlett 
O'Hara's “tomorrow is another day.” 


been wiped out and the rest beaten 


Hughés also corrects a common 


‘| world of television documentary, He 


'| eightehapter book — before, in The 


| ashe winds dowr. 


too. 


color their skin or their ancestors’ 
place of origin.” The American work 


ness” are all attributed to those 
grim settlers, who, as Hughes un- 
derlines, were algo ruthless and | political pressures, 
violent: "These men of God were 
killers on a biblical scale: before 
| 1615 about seventy-two thousand 
Native ' Americans Iiyed between 
southern Maine and the Hudgon 
River, and by 1690 most of them had | The first is from WB, Yeats — “the 


down. 


belief that the Puritan culture was 
puritan: “narrowly artating and 
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LOUGHBOROUGH GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
H.M.C. INDEPENDENT 
940 BOYS: 270 SIXTH FORM 
DAY AND BOARDING (WEEKLY AND TERMLY) 
ENTRY AT 10+, 11+, 13+ AND SIXTH FORM 


Government Assisted Places, Academic and Music Scholarships and Exhibitions are avallable. 

FEES; Termly Boarding/Tuitlon £2,946;Weekly Boarding/ Tuition £2,589 Day £1,605 
Excellent academic results 
98% proceed to degree courses each year and around 25 boys to Oxford or. ne 
First class sporting facilities 
Flourishing Art, Drama and Music 
Strong CCF, Duke of Rdlnburgh, Scouts, erc. 
Numerous clubs and societles 
Senior Girls' School and Co-Educatonal Prep Schoo! on the same attractive campus 
Generous boarding fee remisslon for sons of Clergy and members of H-M. Forces 
Easy access hy road, rall and alr 

A limited number of places may be avallablc in other year groups 
Far prospectus and information about entrance procedurcs, please write to: 
The Headmaster's Secretary, Loughborough Grammar School, 
6 Burton Walks, Loughborough, Leics. LE1 1 2DU 
Tel: 01509 233233 Fax: 01509 218436, 

Loughborough Grammar Schools ts o Regtstered Charlly, No.527803, whitch exists lo provide high qualrty education to hoy. 
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R4 MILLIES 
Hall + School 
Founded 1884 Famlly run 
Day 4 - 13 yrs Boarding 6 - 13 yra 
Small classes and specialist subject teachers 
Excellent academic results to top 
independent day and boarding schools 
Facilities to help dyslexics and children with 
similar learning difficulties 
Plenty of sports in spacious grounds and 
extra curricular activities available 


Apply Ramilllies Hall School, 
Hulme, Cheshire SK8 7AJ 
Tel/Fax +44 (0) 161 485 3804 
E-Mall: Ramlilles@btinternet.com 


St CHRISTOPHER 


COMMITMENT TO OVERSEAS FAMILIES 


Al SI Christopher School we have boarders from 8 to 18 from & 

wide range of cultural and natlonal backgrounds. Our long 

experience helps us make a cerinإ‎ g anid supportive homellle lor 

such boys end girls. Qversear parenlš are represenled onı our well 
eslabllshed ا‎ Gommittees. 


Sı John College 
Grove Road Soulh 
SOUTHSEA 
Hants. POS 3QW 


ST JOHN’S COLLEGE 


PORTSMOUTH ENGLAND 
Conducted by the 
International Order of De La Salle Christian Brothers 


Excellent homely Boarding Facllltles 

Sporting, Soclal and Cultural Actlvltles 

Wide range of Qualflcatlons Including Diplomas 
for Forelgn Students 

High Success Rate at all Levels 

Christian Values and Committed NtalT 


We already attrac Sıudents from 
Hoang Kong, Middio East, Europe, Malaysia. 


St John's College is set in glorious Hampshire 
on the South Coasl of Britain, 
an area of outstanding Historical and Cultural lnlerest. 


WE AIM TO GIVE YOU THE BEST 


For details PHONE or FAX direct. 
Tel: 0044 (0)1705 315118 Fax: 0044 (0) 1705 873603 


Cheadle 


DEAN CLOSE SCHOOL 


JUNIOR SCHOOL 


LAPS. CHELÎENHAM HMC. 


3-13 13-18, 


Glos. GLSI GHB. 


` at Chilstopher School’ 
: Letchworth, Herts 8G 31Z. : 
1 1 me from ATM), 35 miinttes frûrt Kirigs Cross 


Tha Béhéol ls an Educatlofyal' Whleh alnik ta treat 
"al children ns اس‎ andi ج‎ ope. self-confidence. 


1 Italian/ Aft: History 
Regular short courses ‘One year 


Pre-universit; course; Ga ear semesters 
ا م‎ courses 2 r: with oj 


74 Banbury Raad; Oxford OX2 6R 
2 ' Tel: O166E 557076 . : 


a : . Fax Q1BO5 856306 ' 
$ ی‎ Gils gohbol,. E ri 
2 Deen Girls e 
1 `; g2 into VI Farm. 


Tnnjarno Gul ulcclardinl 9 50125 Firênze.:.. 


An Independent 
Boarding Sehool 
Porlsmoınth 
ENOLAND 


F-1 DEAN CLOSE 
ا‎ 


. Speclallst classes lr muse, sport, art and deslgt and IT » Co-educalonal boarlag ad dy The been uly ه‎ ‘tonal, Hoardîng and 
* English Language tultlon for foreign siudents » Family atriosphere - Indiyidoal caré sinca 1916. "Our eaihpus hes Ihe tolonmal slno@pt ero ol 8 Wendy 
a fr N : . ernie eg hep i village. Younger.boarders: tive In family style’ houaes wilh 
Petsonal tultlon tellored ta Individual sirengtks » Christan ethos ا‎ Housepsrenta and ‘with breakfast, tea' end r taken ln the 
» Excellent academic 4 : boarding house: 6th Formers have student rooms. 
Cantact: Miss J Broadbank, Summer Scheol Director, EY 
٤ ا ا‎ 1 » Spadous grounds Wwe ali Al good wok and high idéèlg with lots at, fun. In tha 
Cheltenlamm, Gloucestershire GLSD 3EF, England Sb ected intr ellie Pogeas, A ul end lielonging curlculum leada to 16 CSE etî 
3 . yel coursea with .equr asls on arts and, solenca. 
„ Telephonet (O1242) 520691 Foxi(OI2N2) 22742 ° * Suong hk with the Seles ۰ ° 0. equal prhphasls on arte an 
Please quote Ref: SS9AOLD : : 1 For further ,ولچ‎ 0 or to arratige a visit, please contact. ly rrp 
The Chelit Collegş iş incorporaled Cprterind lua Chr The Headmaster The Headmaster | 
ا‎ ort Dean Core nine silo : Tg Enloy conaldoréd ùt mast lêve froiî Age 8 E 
Tec briontenk aellee. Lansdown Road urne 
lege was established n 18S iad êy kis 3 wuctiwltî repoallon 3 RRR For more details, Budari Melt 
Tel: 01482 679301 Fax: 01462 8 578 


1 Tel, $5 284031 Fix: +39 55 289557... 


CAN HE TALK SENSE 
BUINOT ‘GETIT’ 


3 DYSLEXIe CHILDREN = “ THE SIaNS . . 


< Indications thal tne child lş lazy or "late developer" 
- Slow reading 80 that ha sense ia oat 


- Bion vrting and une ol raetfclad vocabulary ol emî worn, carol spel baqe words, 


- reversed, rolated or twisted letlers when wnti 


writing. 
- chumginega, lefl-handedness, dilbqulty In tekng afl hom aht. 


a family hıstory of leaming dificullea 
difficulty in learning llsls and labels in the rlghi order 


A widening dlaorepanoy between the ahild's من‎ and hls performanaes In 


reading or spalling using traditional mathoda of teaching. 
FROM THIS... All fa ¢ yrs T0 TIS ا‎ 


Thu nay Bel rf dlsa 
Kery hur u ur a 

,دجم برغا يجبا پا 
پرنہی حدما هملد مد پال کو 
pelt, Wie beck acu cewt‏ 


` MAPLE HAVES SCHOOL 


ABNALLS LANE LICHFIELD STAFFS WS13 BBL UK Tel +44 (0} 1543 264387 Principal Dr E N Brown PhD MSc BA 
MINS MSCME AFBPs8 CPsyohol DFEE-approved boarding and day sohool aspecially for dyslexic children 7-17 yrs 


HOCKERILL ANGLO-EUROPEAN 
SCHOOL . 


A Gran! Maintained day and hoarding school 
with a strong international dimension 


* Quality boarding facilities and care 

* Award winning international dimension 
* Supported by U.K. Government 
* Fees just over £4,000 per year 

* 35 minutes from London and Cambridge 


Principal: Dr. R.B. Guthrie B.Sc.,Pl.D., M.B.A. 
Telephone: +44 (0) 1279 658451 
Fax: +44 (0) 1279 755918 
E-Mail:hockeril 4RMPLC.CO.UK 
Canbcldge 
2 Bishop’s Stortford 
Hertfordshire CM23 SHX. 

aly 

Partner School 


Dunmow Road 


The Cheltenham Ladies’ College 


SUMMER SCHOOL 1997 @ 
for girls aged 9-16 years, from UK and Overseas ۰ 
* Located in Cheltenham, a beautiful spa torn İn the heart of 

the Cotswolds 

* Experience boarding Ife at one of ihe morid's premier girls" schools 
* Enjoy using our extensive facllltles 
* Visits to Beth, Stratford or Oxford 


DENSTONE COLLEGE 


Uitoxéler, Staffordshire. sila SHN 

` Telephone: 01889 590484 . 
‘Fax: 01889 S9009 
An HMC Woodard Sehool, c0- -educefianal boarding and dey: 
300 pupils, 100 in the Sixth Form, With an impressive . 
renge of activities and Taollities. 


4 caring and highly succesful schaal in a saft rural erhiroiment ` 


it a problem because [j 

against anti-European e ai 
man feelings — they getcaled Naj 
because they've lived here,” 

Ironically, the view from Britain, 
somelimes fuelled by critics af 
British slale schools, that he Oe 
mnn eclucation system is 
superior is not always shared ly 
Gerıman parents, said Mr Ward, 

Although anti-German sentiment 
in Britain of the sort so wretehedly 
exploited by the Conservatives 
poster showing Tony اتا‎ perched 
un Chancellor Kohl's knee doçs mt 
do any favours to those 
British education in Germany, thas 
nol (lentel numbers of German 
parents seeking places in hk 
sehaol. : 

These parents favour the more 
personal approach by teachers in 
the British method and their sense 
of responsibility for pupils’ under 
slanding of what is being taught ‘n 
the German systeın, a teacher is 
employed lo stand up and deliver a 
lesson, and that's it. ll a chill 
dlnesn't understand, it's the parents 
responsibility tı du something 
about it," Mr Warrl said. 

y¥. ihe British schoo 
ppeitrs lo be lo give pupils a 
f heir ple as Europeans; 


wherever hey ire". 

Buing eelucatett outside Britain 
his given (hemı lie’ suis lo appre 
ate he hist ul the countries DEY 
visit. "Although they regard Ilenr 
selves is Jrilislı Ley have suff 
cient objertivity tu say (hat certain 
things are tone beller in France,” 
he sic. 


Colchester Royal Grammar School 
DII bays" wlecuve lul, duy K huadig. Founded 1549 


SIXTH FORM BOARDING 


the 250 or so sets of British parents 
with children at the school, accord- 
ing to lhe last poll I took a weck no, 
only about 20 per cent had regis- 
teredl to volte.” 

Hostility back in Brilaln to Eu- 
rope could usually be “shruggecl 
off" in social situations by staff, she 
aaid. It did not really affect ihe 
students. 

“Many of our students, British or 
otherwise, who clo visit England 
can't walt to get back to Europe sim- 


Many German parents 
favour the more 
personal approach 

of British teachers 


ply because they have a better edlı- 
cation, more affluent lifestyle incl 
more interesting things lu clu." 

Similar attitudes can be cletectecl 
among students al the British Ent- 
bassy Preparatory Schoul in Bonn, 
where a third uf (he 223 pupils mr 
British, ils principal, Pefer Warl, 
said. When they are dispalchecl lu 
slay with relatives in te UK they 
aften hanker for (he grealer afflu- 
ence of their parents' homes in 
Bonn. 

"These are often iernativnilly 
nıwbile parents and clearly their 
children dont have he Uypicil 
nationalistic fevlings," he sail. 

When British youngsters return 
with heir families lo live in the LIK, 
lhey have sometimes founcl il (liffi- 
cult to integrate, "Socially (ley fincl 


September 1997 entry 


In both 1995 nnd 1996 the sclıool wus placed third nallon- 
ally In the Government A-level league tables for all state 


achools 


* funlly-utmosphere btnling house: curing and frlendly 
* termnly fees for hoanling: weekly £975; full £1510 

* as this is a state schoul, tuition is fret 

* outstanding provision for gemmes, music, dria 


ure n few sixth forın boarding 


For September 1997 there 


places for well-motivaterl studeuls, who expec lo obi 
good GCSE or O-level grandes 


Please conlact ulmissions secretary For pe fur 
ther details. 


6 Lexden Road, Colchester, EsSSOX C03 3ND. د‎ 
"Fel: 01200 577971/2/3 Fox: 01206 5498, i 


FULNECK SCHOOL 
Pudsey, Leeds 


Por furthér information contact: 


The Adinissions Seely 


‘Tel: ,)0113( 2570235 


Fuineck Sclıool 
Pudsêy, Loeds 

. West Yorkshire 
.L528 8PS 


| Fax: (0113) 2557316 


Fulieck is a long established (1753) : 


» Education of boys an 


3.0 18 on a safe,.#; 8 


24 INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS & COLLEGES 
Expat parents pin hopes on Labour 


The British Conservatives, plagued by the nationallsilc 
element within their party, have done nothing to help 
those who work in Europe, writes Peter Kingston 


enabled more people on middle 
management-level salaries, and 
those whose employers could not 
contribute towards the cost of edu- 
cation, to take up Job offers over- 
seas with obvious benefit to the 
British econonıy. 

By contrasl, Sir Dick feels he was 
given an appreciably more hopeful 
reception from Labour when he 
approached the party six years ago. 
A couple of Labour figures lie 
prefers not to name, then much less 
senior than they are now, encour- 
aged him to think Labour would be 
sympathetic ta Cobisec's case, 

Although he stresses the need to 
be cautious before pinning too 
many hopes on Labour setting up a 
grant scheme, Sir Dick sald: “It is 
my strong personal belief that David 
Blunkett, the Labour education 
spokesman, will study this matter 
with Cobisec.” 

Over the past year, through its 
member schools, Cobisec has been 
urging expatriate British parents 
with children at its schools to 
register to vote iri the general 
election, The proxy method avail- 
able (o expats, in which nonıinees in 
the UK cast votes on their behal(, 
has always provedl a disincentive to 
voting. Cobisec’s implied dissatis- 
faction with the Tories and its better 
expectations of Labour were con- 
veyedl to parents in a letter Sir Dick 
sent them. 

It is nat yet known how many of 
ihe parents Cobisec targeted clidl 
vote, or, whether their votes hil 
any effecl. 

Jennifer Bray, principal of the 
British School of Brussels, saicl: "Of 


ST. LAWRENCE COLLEGE 
RAMSGATE, KENT CTI11 7AE 


Co-ed Junior (IAPS) & Senior (HMC: Schools 3-18 yeurs 


On the Threshold of Mainland Europe 
Extensive facillties on 150 acre estate 
Most leavers go lo university 


BOYS AND GIRLS 
DAY AND BOARDING 


SCHOLARSHIPS 


for high academic achlevors and talontexl 
musicians nt 8, 11 and 13 yoars 
and for Slxth Form entry 


BURSARIES 


. forchildren of clergy, missloneries and HM Forces 


® High Exuminatlon Pass Rate 
® Close Pastoral Care 
e Wide range of cultural activities 


Detalls from Headmaster’s Secretary 
‘Tel: (01843) 592680 
Fax: (01843) 851123 


St. Lawrence College exists to provide erlucatlon for children 


Charity number 307 921 


Uttoxeter, Staffordshire. ST14 SHN 
Telephone: 01889 590484 
Fax: 01889 590091 


An HMC Woodard School, co-educational boarding and dy. 
300 pupils, 100 in the Sixth Fornı. With an impressive 


range of activities and facile: 


A variely.of Seholgrships offored , 
A caring and highly suecessful sehqol in a 2 pra] eivironment 


nationals to work overseas, Those 
British parents who are on more 
modest incomes or whose employ- 
ers can't — or won't — help with 
school fees are often unwilling to 
take up posts abroad because they 
cannot afford to bring their chil- 
dren with them and put them into a 
fanılliar educational system. 


After years of steadily lobbying. 


Conservative governments about 
the importance of subsidising the 
education .of British expatriate 
childrên to ênable them to go to 
British schools’ in the countries 
where their parents have been 
posted, the Council of British 
Independent Schools in the Euro- 


British Independent 
schools In the EU 
belleve Labour may 
give grants to expats 


pean Conıunu nities (Cobisec) — for 
the second (ime in a decade — saw 
its hopes dashecl again, during the 
Major administration's clying months. 

The Tories’ final education bill 
omitted a clause — proposed by 
Cobisec — which woull have 
facililated the setting up of an Ethu- 
cational Grant Scheme. This, ac- 
corcling to Sir Dick Pantlin, 
president of Cobisec, woulkl have 


OR schaols offering a Britislı 
style of education overseas, 
Labour's apectacular election 
triumph last week is welcome news. 
. Tt brings fenewed, but cautious 
hope that expatriate Britons miglıt 
At last be granted a benefit which 
has long been enjoyed by other 
nalionals who seltle abroad witlı 
their families — namely subsidised 
education for (heir children, 

And for those British schools sit- 
uated in European Union countries, 
the demolition of the Conservative 
party promises welcome relief from 
years of background Europhobia 
arıd jîingoism which reached a cli- 
max during the election. 

Although school principals say 
that the antics of the loudest Tory 
Europhobes arid of their supporters 
in the media have not really İim- 
pinged on the reputations or opera- 
tions of British schools abroad, they 
have inevitably proved eımbarrass- 
ing on occasions, But fortunately 
the lypes of parents favouring a 
British education for their children 
arê also likely to be informed and 
cosmopolitan enough to put tlıe 
anti-European tendeııcies into per- 
spective. 

Unlike French, Gerınan, Scandi- 
navian ancl Japanese schools 
abroad, which recelve financial 
support fron their respective 
goveruments, Brilish schools get 
no official assistance. This makes 
it much more difflcult for British 


DEAN CLOSE SCHOOL 
DEAN CLOSE 
JUNIOR SCHOOL 


„UE 


LAPS, 


3ı __ CHELTENHAM Mc 


13-18 


Co-educational boarding and day 
PFamnlly atmosphere - tndlviduel care 
Generous scholarships and bursarles 


Christan ethos 


Excellent academle results 


Spacious grounds 


Supêrb teaching and sporting faclltles 
Established Pre-prepartary School 
Sırong lnk with he Services 


The Headmaster ' 
Dean Claze Echool 
Shelburne Road 
Cheltenham 


Glos. GLS1 GHE 


aaa : DENSTONE COLLEGE 
LRN GIRLS COLLEGE 


„the right choice 


Named by the ‘Financial Times’ as one of 


For further detalls, or to arrange A vialt, please cantactı 


1 ‘The Headmaster 
Dean Clase Junior School 
Lansdown Road 
Cheltenham 
los. GLS | 6QS 


FREEPHONE: 0600 864874 


MAL Vv 


the top five girls’ boarding schools in the 
United ا‎ in 1994, 1995 and 1996 


r AE 


26 APPOINTMENTS & € 


کل 


Publications Officer 


A AssOCIATION OF COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITIES 7 ¥ E TOUSDOT ESS TTT 
4 . . 0 3 
UNIVERSITY POST AEF. NO. ۷ ۷ d21 
obal TB Programme, Marle Stopes International, a registered charity, 1 
AFRICA AND THE CARIBBEAN x 7 E London College of Printi ctu buti and ma j Is a non-profit results 
"4 Botswana ` SL Slatistics W45756 3 0 World Health Organization ting and Distributive Trades و‎ ik E spclal enterprise spaciallslng In 
Ej Botowona 81 Solal Studies Educallon WABTST TT Dean of the School of Media ۹ ping afficlent, effective and sustainable family 
Bolswana sl, Nursing Educalon W45758 Geneva, Switzerland Salary £55,500 (under review) planning/reproductive healthcare programmes. 
Botswana pie ee ا‎ The Global Tuberculosis Programme of the World Health Organization, based in Geneia, is seeking û high-caliber, xak I EE NM ARIE STOPES 
i Botswana . Video Producar/fralner oriented individual ta plan and manage Ihe preparation of udrocucy and health education muterials lo help rez i This key post in UK communicati . “onow" INTERNATI 
Botswana SL Mathematics اا‎ world's uuberculosis epidemlc. Currently, nearly 3 million people are dyiny Tram TB cach year, İn spile of the le ha combination of professi SE education requires a ONAL 
i Botswana 1 Mathematics WAT effective and affordable cure exists. An experienced communlcolur is needed hy ihe Progeantme’s advocacy lem ok : P sional and practical expertise alongside skills in Marie Stopes International is currentl! 
ê Botswana L Extra Mural Unit W45784 E educational management htly seeking experlenced team members 
EJ Bot Disan Education Unit : W45785 responsible for creating materials het effecvely present the severlly of the TB epidemic and wuucessfully promote hr 8 ر‎ for a new UNFPA/MS! Reproductlve/Sexual Health project with 
+ Botswana 1 9 : wا‎ 
1 bii ikê 45766 of the DOTS strategy lor controlling TB. 1 1 The School's 900 students include 450 on Degree aid HND courses the Ministry of Health in CAMBODIA. 
Î Cape Town (South Africa) Chalr of Sociology W45755 The candidate will he respessılble for exrelluatng th preparatleon of the Programe’ annual repo, renowned for their professional relevance and u -to-dat : : 
Malawi APISL Accountancy W45760 the quarterly "Olserver” newsleltt, and a erke ol TB resrarcl pajwrs. Thr canulidate wil alo le thriving foundation cours dal : CHASES, plus a the project and I required to take responsibility for the teahnlcal guidance of 
Malawî L Tatacommunicatlons Englneetin W45761 respunsille for developing oiler report, brrluures, ‘ alen, nulla, aud hralth educaks eDlotiHê ûi ¢, and a large postgraduate programme ‘ MPH Rid a In overall management and co-ordinaon. Medical degree and 
Malayî : L Etecironles Engineering W45782 materlals as needecl. The following qualıficauuns are reciuresh lor Us pisht: P itıng,our strong research portfolio, Located in central London, staff preferably In AMAS Aale o ا‎ enon In MCHVIFITE programmes management 
أ‎ 1 . . 3 
Malad = UAL Elnctrical Engineering W45763 1 glve years esperlence managlng all aspects of the pubileatlans process lr an apni and student links with broadcasting, journalism and the emerging skills are Important. Ind/or governmént Institutions. Strong advisory:and diplomallc 
Malawî ا‎ e Cn ا‎ including conceplualiz and budgeng pull anes prejettv: negatialng anid managing multimedia industries are unparalleled, 1 required to repre ا‎ E MSI li E 
Wasi Indles (Barbados) L Social & Prevantiva Medicine ayreemenls with designer, photographers, free-lance writer ail ager les; uverseeing 1 ا‎ E Î role In the ei : sen h-couniry and play a key 
West Indies (Barbados) PISL. & LAL Computer Sclance W45770 Tulip eci tcnio E aD elon spe ceficatert anc condiucurng pres dtd E s focus is the communication of ideas and images, and the ÎÎ | j degree or و‎ RY Ol 8١ a o of systems. Management 
AUSTRALIA managing the malling list and arranging for the distrıhnrlan al matersals. E ution of products. and information. Operating within the largest essentlal. Work experience In large scale project and E n ا‎ 1 
Adelaide Direct Cane etar Centr for W5765 Creativity and a good visual eye are essentlal for this positicm. It is 1riprirtanî that he 0 ege of the London Institute, there is great potential for the School of ا ای ن‎ in developing countries is hlghiy desirable. Bou ا‎ 
Gritfiih (Ouaensland) 8L & L Marketing W45754 candidate lave a track record of preparing attrav live, attenton-gelting douuments lhal Media to develop links with art, design and performance, and scope for a negotiation skills required. 1 organlsational, administrative, communlcatlon and 


successfully present curt nıessağts tırough lhe creanve use of visual cements. 
3. Desk-top publishing and desigıı skills are required, ıu luling experi Ut Quark, 


dynamic and influential Dean to furth 

: : er expand the School's man: IEC & MABKETING ADVISOR, requl ۰ 

Histir] apd conical proj ece y IEC and marketing including ا ا ای ا‎ ik 1 
1 : rofesslonal 


PIAPIASPIL Schoo! of Business W45767 


Illustrator, Pholashep, PagemaktT, ak ether slesktey clesigi jrgrauuns Tl candidate wd u 2 qualification In health education 
۳ HEW ZEALAND 2 e be required lo help the Programme establblı IS wa tknkiep publishing vapacity further information, please contact: experlence. Minimum § years E ba e Peel 
EF 0 م‎ E ا‎ W45766 4. Team work, problem-solving abilities anl the tejrtatsetl tı handle exteusiYe redrala E Abraham, Personnel, The London Institute, n been In a developing country (preferably Asla). e 
E otago (Dunedin) Director, Higher Educallon Development Centre W45787 ol materals 1s eid Tie ا‎ e alu ۰ 9 1 manages jemanding avies Street, London WIY 2DA. Telephone: 0171-514 6048. 1 ٤ ٤ 
ن‎ 0 elully w e Inu : AR 2 SOCIO-CULTUBAÎ. RESEARCH ADVISOR 
0 Otago (Dunedin! 2 erk ا‎ 1 E : ERE ES a ully ınute ا‎ The closing date for applications is 4 June 1997. counterpart research orgainlsatlon. Ph.D. he r n and 2 the local 
0 (Dur steric naaco! . ting and writing abilitles, as welî a» val uacity tu pertiasıyrÎy itt e ا‎ j. Ph.U. such as 
٣ nedin) jynaecology 0 0 ا‎ a 1 1 1 The London Institute İs an equal opportunitles employer. a E Cg E 5 ee oan fleld reasearch a 2 
م‎ ve research dı 
PNGUT (Papua New Guinea) SL Architeclure and Bulldirg W457 6. Other public relations experience is desirable. a ww a ınirrnatnal health or developme: ا‎ eslgn analysis and tralning, preferably In 
PNGUT (Papua New Guinea} STI Electrical & Communication Engingering W45772 background. Vitec pre ducnon, ulttedia, media relatos, HC Ce relaluans, gtant-RThî e focus of all posts wifi be working alongside and 
PNGUT (Papua New Guinea) P & Hoad, Department ol Business Studles W45780 and fundraisıng rxperlettt woubl be ımehul, allıuugh tıt resjtarel lor thus pesiton. 1 School of Social Sdences and Law ا‎ government counterparts and Institutions. 1 all e ig eg e 
` goulh Pacific (FI) Property/Facilitlse Manager W45773 IMA AND DIPLOMA COURSES English but spoken French and Khmer are highly desl 0 language ie 
1 W45774 7. University degree or equivaleu. 2 He SÊ salaries are negotlable. ghly desirable. Starting dates and 
0 Lani egeren i DET! informal he Gholral UB I" leave swt Ihe Pergel weh rî € So pon pare Pops opal o 
South Pacillc {FJ} 1 Computing Sclence WA6776 0 a : e 0 r 7 2 H TR 1 2 E اا‎ Î anıl spaciakst study ın Oxford. Couısas ınclude For further Information contact: 
7 South Pacifle (FJ) Pragramrme/Analyst W45776 ttp:/ 2 www. wie s.cl/ jore grains GTB, Hene pag runi and prolesional recognltıon, and can be studied full-lme or 
“i south Paciile (Fi Director, Canice far the Enhancement of Learning _ W45777 Monthly renuumeration ajpraslntely USD $,000, tax-lrrv Goalarg pli mt alm + bA ppt rege 1 access o parce u 6 ا او ا‎ 
5 8 sludents are 
1 South Pacile I and ene ED oget i WAST apa: ٠ quarantzed a residenta! place. Applicators Irom graduates or people grr Tel (44) 171 574 7421 Fax: (44) 171 874 7428 
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in English history to make the 
securily services account for them- 
selves, when he directed MID to jus- 
tify its behaviour in tapping the 
telephones of CND, This was a revo- 
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at a paper mill in a small town in 
Sweden, which : ends with five 
workers being killed by soldiers. 
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Ballad Of Joe Hill. (1971) ‘to cele- 
brate the Swedish-Ameritan . union 
leader, It was a romantic approach 
to proletarian history and very 
much a product of the 1960s, World- 
wide success eluded Widerberg in 
the years that followed. Meanwhile 
he made several stylish policiers 
with political messages, such as The 
Man On The Roof (1976) —~ in 
which a tough policeman İs killed 
by a sniper in Stockholm — and The 
Man From Majorca (1984) in which 
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came an ûlmost estential quslificar - 
tion for ! a'r political 7 career’..in. 
independent Indiq hut by:aivery: 
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‘turned ito his derring-do flying, car-- | cerned: with attempts to. revive the | children, His only- daughter is the. 
To place your a 


rying troops ‘into Kashmir: when: [:armed forceé' and indeed the ne- |: writer. Gita Mehta, :... : ,- 
that state was in danger of being | tion'ş. morale by :rearming with: l;iiiai ss ii, 
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dike. A huge pile of sandbags, 
representing only a tiny fraction of 
the 4 million or so that have been 
made by hand aıd machine 
awaited us in the driveway, 

Fortunately by now we're all olcl 
hands at the task, A line was 
formed and bags were passed from 
hand to hand. Three people stand- 
ing astrlde the dike received tle 
bags and tamped them into place. 
In oniy a few hours, ancl witi a feel- 
ing of some satisfaction, we ıman- 
agedl to complete the job. 

There was something exciting 
about the work — the camaraderie, 
the pleasure of helping friends ancl 
neighbours, Ancl, of course, there 
was the pleasing knowleclge that we 
hal helpecl to save one more faniily 
from the scourge of inunttation, 

So it was safl to hear on the car 
radiu, as I was returning home, thal 
the fanıily we had lıelped, as well as 
ather's on thal seclion of the Rel 
river's bank, hacl been ordererl tıı 
evacuate. 

Apparently we have lost that 
battle, Hopefully we'll still be able to 
win the war. 


But guardians of Chinege tradi 


.‘ “When. someone brings a half 


phers have been copying the same 
masters over and over. The King 
follows only himeelf,” says Mr Lau. 


tion are furious — deapite claims 
that his bruısh-stroke mimics a tech- 
nique used two millennia ago dur- 
ing the Han dynasty. “How ‘can 
anyone pretend this mess is calligra- 
phy?" fumed . Lee Yun-woon, a 
trained calllgrapher and scholar. 

` The King, born across the border 
in Guangdong province but resident 
in Hong Kong since the age of 16, 
went to .school! for-only two years 
and is not fussy about what people 
call him. Celebrity has done little to 
relieve. his poverty — although he 
did get new trousers for the Chi 
nese New Year,. . i 


crazy street person off the street 
month and puts him! in a gallery 
many mainland Chinese .hit. the 
| roof” sald PI Leung, a local pot. 
“Tor them calligraphy is.for learnêd 
scholars; They want. to see «calligra- 
Phy in a museum," :, . ;j,: 

'‘.. But the King makea ‘a... prickly 
: mascot .for. Hong Kong: Adlimirers 
are usually told to get lost, So toa 
are the ‘police wlio, though unsure 
what tû-do with such an institution, 
shill. try to.stop him. daubing public 
property with artistic profanities. - 


experts have certainly not been able 
to tell us: their forecasts change 
from day to day. 

It was only a few days ago that we 
were building a dike in St. Germain. 
Vermelte, a part of Winnipeg to the 
south that is not protected by the 
floodway. At the time, it was hard to 
believe hat those flat, dry lands 
would soon be covered by water. 

At the house we worked on, the 
awners liad prudently moved their 
furniture into storage an found 
shelter for their dogs, cats and 
horses. Twenly-six thousand sande 
bags were put İn place Lo form a 6it 
high dike arwund the dwelling. 
Tiree clays later, the house was an 
island. 

Tuclay we increased the height of. 
a dike around a house within Ihe 
flooclway's catchment aurca. Al- 
though his dike was buill less than 
a week agn, ever changing esti- 
ntates of impending walter levels 
have niade it inpernlive that we 
raise Lhe «like an additional 8 inclıes. 

When we arrived early in the 
morniıg, water was already lap- 
ping at the base of the existing 


no point to any rules,” growled the 
King, splashing black ink on a wall 
with a thick brush. “T only do what I 
wantto do," 


Fans call him a calligrapher, foes 


a graffitî vandal. Whatever he İs, no 
one can mise hir. He has spent 40 
of his .76 years plastering Hong 
Kong with Chinese jabberwocky 
claiming that. his ancestors slept 
with emperors, ruled Kowloon and . 
were robbed by the British, 


Like Mao: Zedong, a fellow |: 


calligrapher, he boasts of: great. 
prowess as a swimmer, despite being 
crippled and hobbling ùn crûtches. 


Long dismissed - as a halfmad 


tramp who belongs in a jail or a 
lunatic asylum rather than the art 
gallery, a .freshiy-soaped Mr 
venlured from his usual habitat of. |. 
grimy Kowloon housing estates lgst. 
month. and crossed: Victoria Har- 
bûur to bless the.fi 


Mr Lau, who organised the alow, 


Kong Arts Centre, -: 


' smothering orthodoxy.-of China's... 
traditlonal literal andthe shallow. 
` showiness. of the colony's wall ,Î. 

scrubbed, Westernised élite, . “For 
thousands of years, Chinese calligra- | - 


a | (Swimming against the tide 


One of the tactics the river em- 
ploys is to lure the unsuspecting 
local inhabitants into a false sense of 
securlty, There are no torrents, no 
sudlen rushes of current, just the 
slow inexorable rising of the tile, 

Il has forced the evacuation of 
45,000 peonle from Grand Forks, 
North Dakota as well as snıaller 
communities in southern Maniloba, 
And just to the south of us, the Rel 
river has carved out a 27-mile lake 
in wlıal was, a short time ago, fertile 
farm lanl. 

The people in Winnipeg feel a 
comibination of fear and optimisı, 
There is, after all, lhe consolation af 
a diversionary flooclway built after a 
devastating flood in the filles, 
which was designed specifically lo 
prevent an onslauglt just like the 
one that we are facing. But is il 
enough? 

No one seems to know, The 


Kowloon sees the writing on the wall 


Andrew Higgins 


T WAS not the coronation the 

King of Kowloon had clamoured 
for, but he still judged the occasion 
worth a regal effort: he took a bath. 
He also wore a new palr of green 
polyester trousers. 


. . "Usually the King is' very stinky 


— I reminded him to have a bath,” 


Î" explained Lau Kinwai, courtier and 
“Î master of ceremony’s for. the formal 


presentation of one of Hong Kong's 


'| smelllest, most subversive and best- 


known local legends. 

` The would-be monarch — a title 
proclaimed front busstops, (lyovers, 
telephone poles, the Star Ferry pier . 
and countless patches of concrete 


| ¬ also goes by the. name’ Tsang 
..Tso-choi, an impoverished former ‘| 


caretaker, frequent visitor to police 


` stations :and 'selftaught’ practitioner 


of the most effete of China's tracli 
tlohakarts.. .. ' 
“ In a colony of 6.3 million people 


` |. where -the ruling ' plutocracy,’ Chil :| 
nese and British, has long presented. | hails him as. tie authentic voice of 
ıreal Hong Kong:'a grily eccentric 
the only passions, the King carries]! who imocks’ andl ‘subverts both: the ' 
` the irreverent standard of:a rebe. 
“lous street culture both enlivénkd . 


money-making and horşe-racing as 


anil frightened by the approach 0 


° “T don't follow the rules; there is 


lished, food, bedding and clothes 
have to be collected and the 
progress of the battle has to be 
monitored, 

We're figlıting an old enemy, but 
an enemy that seems intent on 
attacking with a feraciousness that 
none of us have experienced be- 
fore. The enemy is tlıe Rel river. It 
Jlows north Irom the Unitecl States 
through Manitoba where it passes 
through Lake Winnipeg antl on 
into Hudson's Bay. 

The river is in no hurry to wreak 
its destruction. Jiüst as we are 
preparing our defences, it is nıass- 
ing its forces for the onslaught. 
Slowed by ice clams 1o the nortlı of 
us and already swollen by a lale 
spring ruuoff of unusually vast 
amounts of winter's snow, the Red 
seems content to bide its time 
waiting for a propitious moment to 
launch its assault. 


the German invasion, most returned 
to the French-African territories 
from which they had coıne. The Ger- 
ımarıs had to be careful not 1o offend 
Asians with their "Aryan" master 
race theories as the Japanese were 
their allies. A small number of Indli- 
ans were recruited from prisoner of 
war camps to forın an Indian brigade 
fighting the Britislı. As to Arabs, the 
Germans courted a faction of Pales- 
tinians in the hope of instigating an 
uprising against the British. The 
head of Palestinian Muslims, known 
as the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, 
lived in Berlin during the war and in- 
cited Arabs to rise to support the 
Germans, — Peter Terry, Bridge- 


[HAT is the derivation of the 
titles Miss and Mrs? 


ASTER came from the Latin 
Magister and mistress is the 


feminine equivalent. Mistress was 
abbreviated to Miss or Mrs in the 
16th century. In the 18th century it 
became common to refer to an un- 
married woman as Miss, and a mar- 
ried woman as Mrs. — Peter Sharp, 
Warkworth, New Zealand 


Any answers? | 
VVERE ie {or was) the orig 


nal-“ghost town” and did it 


enough people into queueing 


around a building in a contlinu- 
ous loop: Would the queue  ؛‎ 
occasionally Jump forward as 

:Î usual or would it do something 
elae? — Robert Worth, Soutlianptpn 


5 TF WOULD appear that both 


pure Ecstasy and Prozac exert 


their effect on the serotonin re- 
ceptör altes in the brain. Why iê 
the former illegal and the latter 
' Î widely prescribed legally? ~ı . | 
. F Brough, Epttorth, Lincolnshire ' . 


Answers should be a-mailed to 1 
wesl 
ˆ 0171/+44171-242-0885, or. posted : : 
to The Guardian Wêekly, 76 Farring-.Î: Chinese rule on July 1, ’:1 1: '.. 
don Road, London ECM 3HQ 


Kiy@guardian.co,uk, faxed to i .ı 


Letter from Winnlpeg David Koulack 


Notes & Queries Joseph Harker 


hampton, New York, USA 


exist in ficlon before it existed 
inl fact? — Edmund O'Connor, ' 
‘Preston, Lancashire... ' : 


. CUPFOSE you tould fool 
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made the first external and unas. 
sistecl ascent of London's C 

Wharf Tower, although he was nab. 
bed wilh Uıree storeys of the 800 
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building left to climb, 1 
illi ffecl to the gunnels with 
8 was au obvious move for HIS is war. Overhead I can 
hear the constant and dis 
tinctive chatter of heli- 
copiers searching for survivors 
behind the enemy fines. On the 
ground there is the perpelual roar 
of earth-moving equipment getting 
into position to turn roadways into 
a series of secondary dikes, This 
city of 600,000 people is mobilised 

for action. 

Buses transport caclres of able- 
bodied volunteers to the front lines, 
There is no age limil for service 
here. The only requirement is the 
strength to pass a 30lb saııdbag to 
the next person and the willingness 
to do it again and again until arms 
and backs ache and hands feel as if 
they are frozen blocks of ice. 

For those unable to do the lıeavy 
work, there are other jobs to be 
done. Hotlines have to be staffed, 
evacuation centres have to be estab- 


reply — 
s1 mean it's very difficull" — 

ted the cliffidlence Roberts 

antics were xeneraling among his 
old climbing companions. While his 
sola rock climbs were of a fiendish 
comple Robert's buildings were 
stiruighlforward. One wag sug 
gesletl that he was risking more 


ing Ihe Empire Slate. 

Other top French climbers, who 
regard him as a slightly margin 
alised figure, began to refer to hin 
as a “clown”. "1l would say he's 
ımique Yulliamy of 


jore weird than crazy. 
because he's small A 
the very beginning il was a joke but 
he fund the recognilion he 
wauldı't have gol uther wise. And he 
wanled recognition to get money. 
He's a great climber, though." 
None of his criticism has 
slopped Robert. in the past lew 
months he's clınbed buildings and 


Top of the world „ . . Alain Robert after scaling the Tour de Montparnasse in Paris PHOTOGRAPH FRANE. SPOONER 


Vertigo? No problem for Spiderman 


met his future wife with buth his 
arms in plaster and eight moıntlıs 
later was in a coma following a fall. 


OW does a country called 
by its inhabitants Shqiptari 
come to be known as Albania? 


What makes Alain Robert 
want to climb tall Dulldings, 


Indians have suffered terribly, 
which disgusts me. 1 love all people, 
whatever race they are.” 


crass between Serge Gainsbourg 
and a gecko. He is also short, barely 
5ft 2in, which may explain his 


HE name Albania is believecl to 


: ا‎ aviour be derived from the Albano, an 

1i It isn't enough for Robert simply Such outrageous _ behaviour 0 ۲ the Al . 1 

asks Ed Douglas ا‎ a CL 0 1o climb these things because they | earned him respect and cpuile i lt in e ih lived 2 ا‎ 

OULL recall Spiderman the exacerhatedl by his aristocralic but | are there. He با‎ usec ا‎ dimes o ا‎ 8 DRE ا‎ E i r BO Shee ti ا‎ 

: ت‎ : 1 ts on all manner 8 ei : EE ej ن‎ Albani 

VY nier conirère of RE e et e le it his life's mis. E to Aids, and is | working parttime in a sports shop | Twin lowers in Kuali r ry however, Albanians then 

e Oe ا 1 ا‎ 0 he. lobe wowing cily- reportecl lo have raisecl $150,000 for | to fund lis clinbing, feeling he wurlel's hight a Ing. ii ا و‎ called their language 

2 a ed ihn Soellers with “his jaunts . up | charily wlth his latest climb, Cling- | wasn't going anywlere and lula’ | brine grallxl by palic 0 their any Shqip and 
were more ths 


through ia window ein the Hh Moor. 
Wherever he its gune, e 1eli 
sion eımeras live’ Tullawed, iurning 
the diminutive Robert into a global 
phenome. 

Crlebrity hisn" cone witlout IS 
cuss, Kubert lett lis longest fering 
wife and three cliiliren in ther 
hne village while he nkvel lo 


got the recugnilion he deservetl. He 
could have tric his luck on lié iit 
ternaliunal cliuabing circuit but iis 
lack of inches counted against hir. 
Besides, he didn’ wanl te be i little 
famous, he wanted lo ber fimonts ont 
a planetary scale. He kickecl off lis 
canyign in 1044, elimbingg the Clty 
Carp Center Bank in Chica, He 


themselves Shqiptare. Albanian 
scholars believe that these names 
are derived from the word shqiptaj, 
meaning to speak intelligibly. 
(Source: Albania, by W Bland, Cleo 
Press, 1988.) — Brian Palmer, St 
Albans, Hertfordshire 


ing to the sides of buildings is his 
way.of expressing his angst in about 
as existentialist a form as you can 
get. “Intruth, I'm an anarchist," lie 
says. “I clout have a political solı- 
tiun to change all lhat's wrong witlı 
the world.” 2 

‘The truth is a little more compli-- 
tated... Whereas ‘many : British 


skyscrapers and irritating the local 
constabulary. He has done time on 
four continents, including. in - New 
Ydrk where dozens of’ fellow in«- 
mates broke into applause when lıe 
appeared on television news scaling 
Lhe Empîre State Building. 

i He was led away Iron? that climb. 
inhantleuffs but not before making 


pul {here un the strcets. of Metro- 
palia. Both superherocs, curiously, 
took jobs in the media. . 
¦! Now there is a new ‘Spidernian. 
ouf there, crawling up the glass and 
sleel precipicès of the world's grent 
cities, righting wrongs — or at least 
feeling anxious about wrongs — 
andl defying death before admiring 


: E OO Û cc a ci [he [rine benefits ol 
1a, His lateat stunt was to inch j a brief slatemeut to the Ahrong ofi'| çlimbers start {heir: vertical’ lives SYalorey ‘Tour de Mont xirnitsst e و‎ njuy n ا ا‎ 
o 3. 8 a 32slorey Sabah | reporters. “I did this climb to.show | with the Scouts or is. something and the Elf Aquitaine buildin in lis tunle ٤ e 1 hhh ا‎ 
Foundation Bıilding in the Malay- my opposilion to racial cliscrimina-- Î unusual to do’ at university; Roberl Paris, as well as senriug peclealriis ا‎ AE N 0 اسیا‎ onl 
sian cily of Kota Kinabalu with no | tiou and the genocide -of nalive | caught the bug at the age of eight | in 2 York. E ye because ÎS E Noe 
rope ar aller safely device to‘slop j Americans," he announced, which | after seeing lhe film of a Henri e was inslanlly fninous, Hp anyone answeı 


ıl bulking; mY 
moll etl when I was first 
in Irouble with thé We're nûl orl | 
thu wnveleugilt. 

Ile says le is motivated purely by 
his rebellious spiril. “Cilmbing 8 
my whole lif," he’ saya. Money 
doesn'L inlerest nie,.Fd lovê to have 
a lambofgllini but only I I didn 
have lo work tao hard lo gel if.’ 


ing on news programmes all over | legel 
the world, [lis Chlrago cll) wan 
ihe lend Item un Autenme 3s une 
o'clock bullalin, Given the Unitech 
Siates’ appellte for {he bizarre, il 
goes wilhoul sayingthat he becan’ 
an iustant celebrity there as well. 
Suddenly sponsors were inler- 
esled in backing him and he lookecl 
for new challenges. In July 1945 he 


Troyat novel, La Nelgge En Denil. He 
Iriel mouniaineering but halêd the 
endurance aspect ùf it so sluck to 
rock climbing. After serving a long 
apprenticeship lhe became ex- 
Irenıely good at it, making a special- 
ily of climbing extremely difficult 
routes without the protectlon of a 
rope. This dangerous exercise was 
not without incident. Robert says he 


him sınacking into. {he pavement’ 
should he lose his grip. Hacl he’ 
done so, then CNN would ave 
macle sure that his end would be 
very, very public. 

When not playing poker with the 
Grim Reaper, Spiderman returns to 
slreet-level as a 34yearold .French- 
man from the Ardèche called Alain 
Robert. He is fantastically French, a 


must have gone down well wilh the 
NYTD. م‎ 

Like the original Spiderman 
Robert has a penchant for coR- 
lumes, dressing in New York in an 
Indian-style waislcoat. “Ils my 
look,” he says. "Somclimes [dress 
as a cowboy as well. Really, I never 
stopped playing cowboys and Indi- 
ans, cops and robbers. And then the 


HEY weren't anywhere, they 
were preconceptions. —~ Gordon 
Jackson, Hyde, Cheshire 


ALF of you was inside mummy, 

half of you: was inside daddy, 
then we joined those halves to- 
gether and made the whole you. — 
Nicci Salmon, London 


OU are contemplating the won- 

der of’ the creation of your 
‘children out of nothing; there was û0 
» Whether you choose scien” 


less fat. Since consumers are already 
demanding lean rather than fat meat, this 
could have profound implications for 


Supermouse may offer muscle cures 


fic or religious language to expres 
Wanting to-see how it worked, they . agriculture. 2 if, stand in awe f J — (Rel) 1 
Tim Radford erased it from the rodent'a genetic code — But the research also raises anı evulu- Michael! Hampson, Harlow, Esser ' ‘|: 
IGHTY MOUSE lives. Asmall but the DNA sequence that provides a blue- tlonary puzzle: if more muscle is good, 


why does the gene exist at all? 
“You can get rld of it in mice and the 


print for the body’s machinery — and 
started breeding. 


beefy super-rodent has just stepped - 
off the cartoonist’s drawing board and is 


HAT became of Black, ' 


weigh: t in a US labara- “The first thing we noticed was that the | animals ate to all intents and purposes Aslan and Acaie peagle in . 
EE LE one of the knackout mice had unusually large shoul- | normal,” said Dr Lee. “One could even Nazi-occupled Europe during 
0 û00 or 40 genes from a laboratory ders and hips,” sald Alexandra McPherron, Î make the argument that they are better off ê end E 
mouse and produced a “Hercules” ver- one of the team atJohns Hopkins. “On without it. But there has to be a catch, 4 e 


One is that there is something really 
wrong with these animals and we just 
haven't found it yet.” The other is that the 
gene might be less important only for cos- 


closer analysis we found that all their 
muscles were two to three times normal 
size. Except for the muscles, the mice ap- 
pear to be normal and healthy.” 


gion, with two or three times the normal 
muscle mass. 

"The research one day could pay off in 
bigger, leaner farm animals and new 


LL were rounded up and traris- ' 

ported to the United States late: 
in 1941. .In response, Congress de- 
Claredon-December 11 that a state 


cular dystroı d Dr Lee said: “GDF 8 could give us new | aeted laboratory animals. . O i CE biik CI: 
e 0 phy anı opportunities to treat the many muscle- The animale might —~ because of th and he US Pleng to ship all the 
0 a Sn wrestler version of a mouse | wasting diseases like muscular dystrophy, | missing gene —~ be slower or lesa aggres- Fenniylvaill Dac ba Ge 
A the journal Nature — or the muscle loss that accompanies alye in some subtle way, “In the wild, that 


' aome cancers and Aids . . . There is a lot 
more to be learned about this particular 
molecule.” n 

But GDF 8 has been found in many ver- 

. tebratea including cows, chickens and hu- 
mans, In theory, its removal would mean 
healthy animals with more muscle and 


might be the death of them,” he said. 

Dr Lee is a founder of a company called 
MetaMorphix, which will develop the 
Hopkins work. He and colleagucs have 
identified a dozen growth factors in the’. 
same family. They still have to undérstand 
what they do and how. ت‎ 


manly were never firialised. — James 
„| GBatrd, Woddstsek, USA." : 
TERE WERE very few blacks in 

f Europe,‘ France had a small pûp- 
ulation of. Africans, mostly active iin 
the entertainment field but, before’ 


began with the discovery some years ago 
by Se-Jin Lee and fellow-aclentists at 
Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, 
Maryland, of a gene called growth differ- 
entiation factor 8, or GDF 8 for ahort, 
which seemed to be involved in skeletal 
muscle tlasue. 


ine, fh). E: 
‘genetically enhanced mouse, : 
hia wider shoulders and hips than o 1 


ARTS 33 
childhood and Hogarth stage man- C h 
f th 
SS OSTRON 


e of childhood. ۳ 

jut it is no exception to the d / 
expression of Hogarth’s darker na- € / ver 4 
ture. The baby Thomas gazes rap- 
a a goldfinch in its gilded 
cage. Thomas's portrait is posthu- 
mors. :iogarth only had ê 6 COUNTRY MUSIC 


sketch the baby before the child's | Adam Sweeting 
sudden deatlı, 


Hogarth avoids the fashionable N THE early nineties, the 
formulas for portraiture and with / Johnny Cash story aeemecl to 
his genius for observation and un- be all over. He couldn’t find a 
expected compassion, he describes | record company he felt happy 
the children as indivlduals. Henri- Î with, hia health was fragile, and 
etta, the eldest girl, is more selfcon- | his old time God-fearln’ values 
scious than her siblings; she is in | seemed as quaint as Arkwright's 
charge of lem and perniits herself spinning jenny. 
only a tentative smile. Her brother, Now, thanks In large measure 
Richard, aged eight, is fascinated by | to Rick Rubin and hls American 
his musical toy, which has a scene Recordings label, Cash is 
of Orpheus charming the animals Î enjoying a fresh lease of life. The 
engraved on it. His sister, Anna | two albums he has made for 
Maria, seven, picks up her skirts |j Ruin have fast-forwarded the 
and dances with the uninhibited | legend of the Man in Black into 
high spirits of childhood. renewed relevance, while 

But the children's carefree days | throwing into relief the scale of 
are only an illusion. There is a clock | his career, Judging by the crowd 
ticking away and on it, Cupid, repre- | at the Royal Albert Hall last 
senting love or sex, carries the month, he's pulling in new lis- 
scythe and an hour glass, symbols Î tenera of all ages. 
of time and death, Death will tri- Watching Cash crack through 
umph over love. But the most sinis- | a brisk reappraisal of hia count- 
ter symbol is the cat, one of tle Î less musical highlighis, it seems 
most animated cats in art, in danger extraordinary that they were 
of upstaging the children. Hts whole | ever in any danger of being over- 
soul is in its eyes as ît gazes trans- | looked, but Cash's philosophy 
fixecl by the terrified bird. The me | has been to ignore fashion and 
ment the Eird fies from ils cage, the keep on kecpning on. 
cat will pounce, a metaplıar for the “Ita good to be back in Lanclon 
terrors of the oulside worl, and feeling good," he rumbled, 
Hogarth’s message is clear. The | after making his time-honoured 

ile of the senses is morlal anl ihe announcement, “Hello, I'm 
objects reinforce the five senses; | Johnny Cash.” From the ınomenl 
the fruits represent taste, ihe organ | he loomed onstage, atiding 
hearing, the carnalion smell, (he | towarcls the audience with the 
painting sight, and the toy touch. gait of a man who has had a few 

Hogarth was a complex man and İ whiskies and is tryîng to walk a 
cynicism was ouly a part of him. He | straight line for the benefit of the 

loved children, althouglı he and his Highway Patrol, he radiated û 
wife Jane Thornhill remained clıild- | sense of a performer secure in 
less, io their great sadness. The ten- | his own mythology and having a 

der side of his nature was expressed | great me reminding us of it. 

in his philanthropic involvenent He cut straight to the point, 

with hospitals, in particular his long | leading his battle-hardened 

association with the ‘Thomas Coram | quintet into a gritty Folsom 

Foundation for foundtings. Prison Blues, then jumping into 

But Hogarth sS work is without | an eerie Ghost Riders In The Sky 
sentimentalily — there is always the (yippy-aye-nyyy”s and all} and 
cutting edlge, the potential for corr | capping that with a robust Get 
edy. He always took a pace back to | Rhythm. 

A. Cash show is always an 
excuse for aome country-music 
history and a flick through the 


fourth tlme — a world record, It album. At the 

Was, said Terry Wogan, the kind of ا‎ Ei e r ا‎ 

song during which you began to no- | WS Holland, whom Cash : 
. tice the set. As Harry Cohn, the | enticed away from Carl Perkins's |: 
; Hollywood mogul, once told his set | band néarly 40 years ego. John 

designer: “If they start noticing the | Carter „aon of Johnny anid’ 

fireplace, we're fucked." ` | June, plays rhythm gultar atage ` | 


However, in the spirit: of our | right, and gets a solo spot of his. 


song, We're All Gonna Shine A | own while dad slips aff for 
Light Together, les give everyone | breather. Thé attrprige ust wag 
. prize. Here are the results of the | Johhny’s ex-son-in-law Nick 

ancy jury: : 


1 %0 `: “Ê Lowe, who d 
Best ‘pigtail on a baldle: aly: | entirely blennigh free Wot 


Most boring costume colour: black, ! Î Love, 


Most gifted: musician: the ‘man | There's the inevitable June ` 


Dimbleby called it a tightlaced ı Î .Carpéihter, rou} 
all , ght 5 4 , and a trot throüigh 
: speech, 1 .. | ; Jolllest fat lady by a long chalk: j £ back-pOrc arter 
, _ At Downing Street John Major |` Russia. The Poirot award for’ thë history. But you although itall 
was undoing his corsets and making Î most Gallic moustache: France. . . to hear the big man alng 1 Walk . 


The George Robey Chuckle Cup Î The Line (no drums, just slap ` 
. Denmark. The |' bas ahd sérubhed 0 dil 


siiger — wfio, judging, by bis Î tar ٤ 
ter sa the telephqne rang. No one |, trousers, 0 e E ا‎ il at La Ble RV ora Î 
ıswered it. . nlve ithilreflory lnqilrlêh. ' "stirring patformance of Tom 
6G Ba P 


Backgc: etiy’s Şauthern Accents that 
, rebêlved4 Win- | reframes the song as a proud, 
ã:: Cyprls who Î mystical hymn for the old South, 
otier 12 polis. Run- | Cash managds to function ia 
Sêl aid Slovenid. ı . | both larger-than-life Icon and 
okBaëtardê Awûrd for Î fieah-and-blood müsiclan 
fitain oie Pojnt: Malta. { without compromising ether. 


watch the drama untold. 


. Sweden. 


he was recognised for his engrav- 
ings, Hogarth was an extraordinary 
painter, with an advanced aware- 
ness of the textural and sensual 
qualities of paint and a rare combi- 
nation of delicacy and freedon: 
when using it. 

The Tate Gallery in London is 
celebrating Hogarth the painter 
until June 8, in the first of a major 
programnıe of events and exhibi- 
tions to commemorate the tercente- 
nary of his birth. The Tate had to 
ask the National Gallery to hand 
over The Graham Children, an am- 
bitious life-size group portralt, one 
of his masterpieces. It was perhaps 
to flatter his patron, Daniel Grahani, 
prosperous apothecary to the Royal 
Household and Chelsea Hospital, 
that Hogarth based the portrait on 
Van Dyck's portrait of Charles T's 
children, Yet it is more bourgeois, 
owing a good deal to Dutch 17th 
century family portraits. The infor- 
mality of the children is in striking 
contrast to the stiffness of other 
British portralts of the period. In it, 
the curtain goes up, not on a drama, 
but on delightful stage business. 


Tle characters act out a scene from 


The Graham Children . . . Hogarth describes the characters with a 
genius for observation and symbolic detail 


Martin Bell's fate seemed 


Outsidé the Festival Hall the 


it. . 
Britain won the Eurovision 


Angela gave a sharp grimace, 
` Michael! Portillo chewed his cheek. 


clenched in pain, which waş un- 
' usual as he was winning, Hê said: “I | 
expected 48 hours in politics and 
I've got flve years.” That's the tariff 
for the crime. Five years, ` 


singing crowd were waving ' their 
arma like sea anèmohes, Tony Blair, 
who had just flown in, said: “Its 
been a long journey, has it nit?" He 
tends tq say “Has it not?" and “Iş it 
not?”, coaxing agreemeht. David 


: the cûomfiest speéch of hl life CSo |i 
: right, OK. We lost’) to a few staff. It 
` was punctuated with gusts of laugh- 


: an 


¦ Song Contest (BBCI) with a song 
' originally written, to cheer up the j; 
„, Samaritans, Irçlrıd, which has won 
¦ four timek İn five years, was runner |; déri) 
up and felieved. 1. . |: 

‘Norway scored nil points forthe Î! ai 


Theatre of life on canvas 


in printed form and were enor- 
mously popular. The stories came 
from the corrupt society Hogarth 
observed all around him and his 
characters were often known 
figures, the scandals contemporary 
ones. The uneasy juxtaposition of 
extreme wealth and poverty was a 
constant theme. 

Hogarth wrote: “I compose pic- 
tures on canvas, similar to represen- 
tatlons of stage,” He did everything 
he could to bring out what he called 
the “character” of each figure, 
through the face, dress and behay- 
iour. Hogarth was intensely patti- 
otic, , alınost jingoistic. He was 
working at a time when British art 
was dominated by foreign artists, 

Hogarth was irritated by the 
connoisseurs who assembled great 
collections of old masters, but sel- 
dom commissioned from living 
artists, He knew they did not take 
him seriously as a painter and waged 
war on them and their élitisnı. In 
later years he became bitter, as 
newly fashionable artists such as 
Joshua Reynolds rose to promi- 
nence. 

Although both in his day and now 


Being hit with a cliff ia a great 


David Mellor was hauled off 


Unlike’ thE ''TY ‘ preséhterd,. 
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Rachel Barnes on the 


legacy of 18th century art's 
great chronicler, Hogarth 


Y PICTURE was my stage 
and men and women my 
actors, wrote William 

Hogarth, the most theatrical of 

painters. His paintings were his 

stage sets and his sitters “merely 
players”, dressed in costume. And he 
played many roles: satirist, propa- 
gandist, artist, politiclan, philan- 
thropist, always sure of lis audience. 

Hogartlı donıinated English art 
during the first years of the 18th 
century. Few artists have their 
name in the English language: the 
word Hogarthian still suggests a 
satirical and ironic view of human- 
ity. His mission was to expose the 
weaknesses and satirise the follies 
of the human race, 

Hogarth spoke rarely of the trau- 
mas of hiş childhood. Part of it was 
spent in the notorious Fleet Prison 
with his family, after his father's 
imprisonment for debt, The experi- 
ence, which broke his father, left 
him permanently with a bleak view 
of humanity, Like Charles Dickens, 
forced to work in the blacking 
factory, the scars went deep. But 
both artist and writer drew on the 
poverty and confinement they had 
witnessed, which became raw 
material for their work. 

Perhaps lie learned [rom his 
father's misfortunes. Hogarth 
seeımel almost lo make a virtııe of 
his disadvantages and his inauspi- 
cious beginnings, Plain, extremely 
shart, with no malerial alvanlages, 
he was determined lo take the 
world by storm. 

_ Rebellious and acerbic, with a 
high estimation of his own worth, 
Hogarth was lhe artist ınost respon- 
sible for ereating an art rooted in 
Englislı life ancl English culture. His 
Modern Moral Subjects, narrative 
dramas from everyday life — The 
Rake’s Progress, The Harlot's 
Progress and Marriage A La Mode 
— made him rich and famous. 

Hogarth's moralilies were soap 
operas, beginning a tradition Victo- 
rian narrative painlers would laler 
exploit, They were widely circulatecl 


Election night? More lIike.a bullfight 


TELEVISION 1 oneknêel Tm 0 a E 
je Commons. I don't have to 
Nancy Banks-Smith_ :. | bother withiquestions like that" 


ff A LANDSLIDE?" said Profes- |' test of character. Portillo went with 

sor Tony King witheringly | as much dignity as a man can who 
on Election 97 (BBCI). “It is an as- |! has admitted before a late night 
teroid hitting the planet and’ des- | crowd (“Ool’) that he was chris- 
troying practically all life on Earth." ' | tened Denzil Xavier. 


This was terrible news for Peter |: 


. He had a nice new landslide |i yelling "Get off back to Mexicol" at 
compuler graphic all’ ready! He |’ Sir James Goldsmith, Mellor said it 
, Was nût ao much a landslidê as a sea 
` | wall collapsing all round you. This 

In Snow's landslide 12 politicians, |: was ã blow to Snow, who Hadn't got 
hurtfuly called the Dicey Dozen, | asea walleither. 7 
stood under a cliff. “Look at that!" |; “Snow did hivê a computer gamé 
cried Snow and ttiey werê all buried: |: In‘ which Tony “Top Gun" Blair went 

. Except Mr Howard, whé |!round sfiooting ‘up blue tower 
made io visible effort to dig his col |: block; “Angela Rumbold's seat’ is 
e8 out. As an encore Siow,’ | qulte ûneasy one to hit" Dame An 

0 in’ another age woüld ‘have |i gela; rathêr a spare sort of womafi, 
ed ' the' stage ' with’ flags, also | has every cause for conplaint. 7" 


hadn't anticipated an asterold. Well, 
you don't, do you? ا‎ 


buried several prime ministers add jı It was ‘a niğht like-a bulflghit. A8 
MrPortillo, " ` ° ° ° '* 1| thétircasset were hauléd away, thie |: 
Early in the evening Jerefiiy Pax” |` new intake looked yûühg ani fresh 


' man had"askèd Mr Portilê:. "Are |' anid milky as veal talves, 
You ready to ‘drink fiémulock yet?" | Unlike’ thé ‘pes 
Muth later, ‘soundly thrashiéd by a. |! toughéd ‘u ‘by Sharon ir Hiake-up, ' 
, Portillo nb longer hail to. be’ | veteraki politiciaigş at the cont Had 

' fices a Whité' as fish bellies. Dame | 


Long-distance runner ... Courtenay, at 60, has at last found a kind of stability 


times, but now he was worried 
wiıere the next offer was coming 
sume time, he dis 
cussed the trauma of his and his 
Isabel Crossley's stillborn 
baby and lhe painful absence at ie 
centre vf their lives. Did this help 
explain his luss of selfbelief? “Oh 
no, na, no, Pm ne 


He remembers his old friend, the 
playwright Alan Plater, who seemed 
from a different world. “{ think his 
father worked in sonıe capacity on 
the railways. He lived near the 
grammar school, and when I went 
to his house and saw what they had. 
Very posh. They weren't fish stock." 

Didn't his family think, well, it 
was a bit poncy to go on the stage? 
“Poncy?” saya Courtenay. “It wasn't 
poncy. It was unimaginable.” 


Manchester that I got to know Tom 
Courtenay's work. He was a regular 
at the Royal Exchange, radically in 
the round. While London's West 
End became an anachronism, at tlie 
Exchange you could sit al xruund 
level fielding volleys of actorly spil 
from the cast inches away. Even 
among the likes of Hoskins, Finucy, 
Mirren, McTeer and Roberl Lind 
say, Courlenay shone with lis deli 
cacy and capacily for sirangulatecl 
despair. And then there was his 


siretehed le breaking poi, lhe 
pileh rising hopelessly as if he were 
squeezing the life out of his soul. 


did not miss the parly that 
was the sixties, 
mucked around with his values, He 
felt uneasy with success, as if he'd 
not earnecl it. “It wasn’t quite riglıt. 
IfI was going to do this acling, this 
waan'L ihe best way to go round it . . 
. to become very famous wlıen 
you've done bugger all wasn't the 


GıslranoIny, urnilhe 
J, he is slarling lo 


: just completed a sl 
ful West End run wilh Albert iz 


Andy Capp, The Dresser, the work 
was superb. He had told the lheacl- 
line wrilers lo seth off — bul it still 
hurt when, despite an Oscar noıni- 
nalion for The Dres 
him at his worl, “J ehe 
and 1 remember reading a filıu 
guide aud il wus as though | were 
dead. And I thought, ‘Bollocks lo 
you, il is nol (rue, 

A few years ngo, just before his 
celebraled performance in Miu'tw 
Stationg, le gave a series of Inler- 
views In wlıich he seemed uncon- 
sulnbly miserable. He loll Ihe workl 
he was a pessimlsl ıl the besl of 


y Arl, anl the ilm. 
js more slable now. lt dd 


> 
3 


Task him whlch films le is proud 
of, and he umms and ahs and says, 
none particularly. Eventually, he 
nominales the liltle seen 
Denisovitch, “I lovecl il actually, ancl 
thal's what put me olf being in fils 
because they all want blockbusters.” 

So lhe stepped off lhe celebrity 
runway and crawled back ln tle 
regional slage. lt was in sevenlics 


tine when Î wasn't sure Û hod a0 
ıhing hefl 1o offer, | can'L 


worl — it would be u lie La say hal 
I wus. Bul 1 think the main {hing 5 
1o sort oul some kind of 

f — nol a overwl 

ts sny an absence of 


sercen. ‘This Is the kind of movie 
ihal they used 10 make before [ilnt- 
makers began to distrust the caprtci- 
ties of their audiences. 

Tilda Swinton plays an aceom- 
plished allorney, about to be made a 
judge by ler state governor. Bul 
despite her aclıievemenls, she feels 
like a fraud. She's posscased by 
masoclıistic fantasies and embarks 
on a lesbian affair with a psychia- 
trist after her man lets her down. 
Her sister (Amy Madigan) is a com- 
pulsive shoplifter. Like almost all 
the women in the film, .they seem 
unable to fit into the slots men have 
created for them. 

Freud ls the key to this extraordi- 
nary work, illuminated by a perfor- 
mance of luminous skill 
Swinton and by elegant and imag 
native direction from Streitfeld. 

. Sometimes. its .iron-clad certain- 
ties are hard to. take, but Female 
Perversions, if uneven, makes the 
usual ۰ Hollywood female-bonding 
ınovies .look sloppy . and compro- - 
- mised, I only wislı it could have ad- 
dressed a bigger public with a more. 
direct, less abstract storyline. . 

Mort Ransen's Margarets Mitt-.. 

elena ‘Bonham Carter’ 


as a rebellious young woman ivi 
on Cnpe Breton Island, Nova Seo 


«edly unliberated 
severe mining Ci 
hotrifiecl of marrylig 
forcecl underground before 
led span. Her father 
brother have already paid thê 


Smitten by the charms of 
sell's dishwashing b 
distraught when hı 
antl is forcecl down 
— and Gothic madness ~ be, 

The film received good 
in Canada, where Bonham 
doughty performance ‘Wa 
praised, but it remains | 
than an intriguing curate's 

Undoubtedly, the most 
film of the week is 1 
The Boy from. Mercury: 
has Rita Tushingham 


Donnie Brasco is not without its 
drawbacks. The fllm is slow and 
long. On octasions it becomes be- 
calmed, as it concentrates on atmos- 
phere and detail rather 
explosive plot developments. But, if 
this.is a movie that requires some 
patience, the dividends it yields are 
Donnie Brasco is 
light-years away from your average 
bit of Hollywood product. . 

- Considering Susan Streitfeld's 
Female. Perversions was . part 
.produced .by the dreadecl Zalman 
` King (0'4..Weeks); it 1s. surprising 
what’ risks İt takes in putting Louise 
Kaplan's feminist study on the 


Courtenay presiding oY 
young actors, asf acting 
were a pleasura rather.than ã 


This first feature, about:a 
. believes he's .from.ariothef, 
and signals to his alien friends: 
lis-bedroom window, iS 
. fifully observed, anid has 
opposed ,to fake take an 
fantasies, A small germ: 


, Patient, “Oh;' Jeremy, ‘do atop this: 


32 ARTS 
Homecoming for 
one of the lads 


Tom Courtenay is back with a hit play, a movie and even 
a bit of self-belief. He talks to Simon Hattenstone 


OM COURTENAY opens his | stuf. Actually, he was a bit of a lal 
front cloor and asks me j| in the heady days. There were so 
whether I'm the work exper | many girls offering thenıselves, and 
ence girl, “No, of course you're not." | it seemed churlish to refuse, Natalie 
he says, dragging me down to the | Wood was the biggest name, but il 
kitchen for a coffee. "But this is bol- | has been suggested that he even 


locks isn't it?" I wait for an explana- | outscored Albert Finney. 


ton, while he comes over all Was he a tart? “Oh no . . . well, 


muınsy. "So that’s half a sugar and Î not like I could have been.” 


milk. It ls bollocks, isn't it? Total, The lads. Courtenay, Finney and 
utter bollocks. You said milk?" Alan Bates. They were always 

It turns out we've sent a work ex- | grouped. Northern boys who struck 
perience person along to his house | lucky when it was fashionable to 
with our photographer without | have an accent, attitude and a 
telling him. Courtenay doesn't like Î smidgen of sweat. Collectively, they 
having his picture taken at the best | seemed brazen and testosterone 
of times. “I mean, what is she going | charged. But as an actor Courtenay 
to learn? Its better I1 express myself, | was different. Somehow the others 
get it out of the system, don't you | trumpeted their naturalism, while 
think? This really is total bollocks, | he was quieter, less stagey, brilliant 


You know, Albert always sald to me, | at conveying longing. 


‘Don't ever let them in your house,’ It became the thing to treat Finney 
and I thought sod it, but perhaps he | and Courtenay as alter-egos: the for- 
was right . . . Well, I hope she's | mer extrovert, the latter a dolorous 
young and pretty at least." loner. Even Finney called him a 
A few minutes later the bell rings. | typical Yorkshire miseryguts. “The 
It's the young and pretty work expe- | expresslon of those sorts of things, 
rience girl and Courtenay gets busy | emotion, were always İn me. Had I 
again with his whistling coffee pot. | been more middle-class, ınore Eng- 
He then grimaces his way through a j lish, it might have been kept down.” 
few rolls of film while telling me Courtenay plays little more than a 
how much he likes his new film, | cameo in The Boy Frum Mercury 
The Boy From Micrcury. He had to Î as a loopy, lovable uncle. The best 
learn a Dublin accent for this Billy- | momenl comes when he eyeballs 
Liar-revisited tale of a young boy | his pint, as if taking a last look at his 
wlıo lives in a fantasy world. best friend before the coffin is 
He says the film, which stars | nailed down, and chants “Goodluck! 
another kitchen-sink throwback, | Goodluck! Goodluck!" Pure ono- 
Rila Tusbingham, is a lovely, simple | matopoela as he gurgles the stuff 
story, and İt is. What seems to have | down and wipes way his Guinness 
pleased him most, though, is mas- | "tache. Its a tiny scene, but iyplcal 
tering the accent. Courtenay — lugubrious, polgnant 


“But we are half Irish, of course | and very funny. 


..." And he's off. “Yes, Courtenay is Looking through the cuttings I 
an Irish name. My father and my | discovered a news story from 1961, 
uncle, who died last week, both | headlined “Painter's son gets acting 
went to Cork to have a look where | break", I tell him how grand it 
` at they came from. That's the only | sounds, as if he could have been 
time they went abroad. Mecer- Î fathered by Picasso, and he giggles. 
cuteranee,” he says trying out his | “Yes, I've been thinking a bit about 
new Dublin accent, and giggles. | those clays because of my uncle's 
“Hahahahal lovely.” Is the campesl Î death last week . .. They were both 
lauglı in the world, He says he's | painters on trawlers in Hull, We 


never been interested in any of lhal | were fislı stock." 


, ۴ 1 7 1 : 
Mob’s your.uricle for the rank and fi 
blurred, Pacino and Depp, the biter 
and the bit, are not dissimilar. 

Much of the film's success is Jue 
to Newell's handling of Pacino, and 
to that actor's extraordinary senge 
of nuance, For once, Pacino whis- 
pers rather than shouts, as if he 
knew that a more carefree, .and 
careless, performance would unbal- 
ance the movie, Depp's playing, 
meanwhile, is largely understated 


2 7 | foatsoldier rather than an officér. 

CINEMA - | Taken under the wing of a proud - 
but complaining veteran, Donnie is 
sucked into this world too deep for 
«A IKE NEWELL can't be too sur- Î comfort He begins to like Leftie, 
prised at the low profile he | who has introduced him .to his 

has, despite being a leading Britiéh family and made him, iu short, virtu- 


Derek Malcolm 


director. Notwithstanding the maqy | ally a surrogate son. ‘ 


successes, he’s much too eclectic to. On one level this is as personal a 
be fashionable. Try finding the con- | story as any Mafia movie. Yet, on 
nection between Dance With ‘A | another level, Newell's focus is 
Stranger and Four Weddings And A | broader. He's interested in the 
Funeral, let alone Enchanted April | Mob’s rank and file, the ones itsu- 
and Doanie Brasco, his first big- | ally pushed to the.edge of the frame. 
budget American film. And, in portraying. them, he finds 

But when he.hits the target, he's j them to be surprisingly, almost 
one of the best film-makers around. | pathetically stupid, shabby, bored 
Here, he has undoubtedly given the ڼ‎ and uptight "Twenty-six guys I 
Mafia thriller a new twist, in a way | clipped, and do I get upped?" asks 


that forces us to freshen our reac- | Leftie at one point. 


tions. The film i4 based by Paul Like Leftie, they are all capable of 
Attanasio on the memoirs of an un-. | crimes no ordinary human would 
dercover FBI agent ordered to infil- j contemplate, and like him they are 
trate the lower orders of the mob, .| also capable of immense loyalty and 

Donnie Brasco Johnny Depp) ;is | generosity. Of course, the.idea that 
particularly keen to associate him- Î the worst of crooks .are- often the 
self with one 'Leflie ‘Ruggiero (Al | best of friends is hardly a new one. 
Pacino), a smalktime hood who’ | In this film, however, the line be- 
knows the game but will always be a Î tween. good and evil is: further 


BOOKS 35 


Behind love's battle lines 


baby, she learns of an oll family 
property, Gaglow, that has resur- 
faced in Germany. Sarah's fascina- 
tion for Gaglow and her family’s 


„| past unfolds as her new life with her 


child begins, : 

We lıave seen already from 
Freud's previous ‘novels that she is 
hot on the subtleties’ of family love; 
the buttle lines drawn and the love 
given injudiciously, Eva, tle - 
youngest sister and, later, lhe 
grandmother of Sarah, is, along 
with the rest of her family, clevoted 
lo Emanuel, with whom she share: 
a birthday. . 

Before he left to go ‘to war, 
Eınanuel woulrl indulge in elaborate 
fantasies of running off with Eva 
when [hey grew up. Here, Freud 
cleverly refuses to succumb to a 
lurid fascination for all tlıings -off- 
colour and, conıpletely sidestepping 
the issue of incest, she manages 1o 
evoke perfectly the piquancy of In- 
nocenl childlnood love. 

Bul Emanuel nurses a secret pas- 
sion for the lunıpen Fraulein 
Sehulze, whom he marries at the 
end of the war. The conflict clestroys 
the Belgards and wrenches them 
aparl, bul Marianna, {he belea- 
guered mother, emerges as a char- 
acter of yrcat (depth and strength. 

Gaglow’'s characler's have a nobil- 
ity that lifts us beyond the depress- 
ing messages of much modern 
fiction. Freud's story has sadness, 
lragecly and foolishness, bui there is 
redemption and love {oo, Her writ- 
ing has a wonderfully restrained 
sensualily that knows when enough 
is enough. It is much to her credit 
thal she gives us just whal we need 
to know and no more. In the inter- 
ests of balance, [ looked for fault 
with this book but could find none. 
A perfectly paced piece of high- 
calibre storytelling, Gaglow is a 


very fine novel. 


covering every aspect of fiction and 
non-fiction writing. The 140,000 
ward course is wrilten by 
professional writers and has been 
acclaimed by experts. 
Students receive one-to-one 
guidance from tutors, all working 
writers themselves. From the start 
they are shown how to produce 
saleable work. *At the Bureau our 
ilosophy is quite simple’ says Mir. 
etcalfe. 'We wilt do everything in 


frée trlal. Tn addition, the Burenu 


ri. Expt’ 
e | 


ê Büreaü 


our power to help students become 
published writers. 


' The Course cûmes on fifteen days’ 


` offers a' remarkable money-back 
- guaranlee ~ if you haven't earned 
' i Your. tuition fees from published . 
4 | a il one mohth : of j: 
cqompleti e course, your, mone: 
: will be ref nded io BN N. 
' So, would 


‘Deborah Bosley 


Gaglow 
by Esther Freud: 


Hamish Hamiiton 243pp £16.99 ° 
: J TIS not always easy to find the 


#& novel that will draw one willingly 
into its narrative'and engage us cor- 


sistently to the final page. Rarer still ` 


is the book in which-we taste every 
morsel of food, feel each chill wind 


and the reproach of a sideways look. 
To write in such a fashion is an une 
usual accomplishment, but one llıat 
:Esther Freud has achieved resouncl- 
ingly with her third novel, Gaglow. 


The novel begins at the start of 


the second world war in Berlîn witli a 
wealtlıy Jewislı family of grain-+leal- 
ers, ihe Belgardls. They have one 
son, the beloved Emanuel, and three 
daughlers, Bina, Martha and the 
main prolagonist, Eva. The girls are 
raisecl by their preferrecl guardian, 
Fraulein Shulze, under whose strict 
and lwing supervision they slowly 
grow into distinct characters. Their 
flawed but aclmirable mother, Mari 
anna, is shunned by her daughters in 
favour of Fraulein Shulze; tlie 
poignancy of her rejection adlds a bit- 
tersweet thread to the lale. 


When the Belgards are nol in 


Berlin, they are at their country 
home, Gaglow. Il is largely [roni 
within its coors that we experience 
life througlı the eyes of the youngesl 
daughter, Eva, Emanuel leaves 
Gaglow to figlıt in the war, an event 
that signifies the turning point ir 
the fortunes of the family, As the 
Belgards wither with the progress 
of the war, a parallel tale unfolds. 


In present-day London, Sarah is 


lhe daughter of a German Jewish 
painter, whom we guess, from the 
author's parentage, to be a roughly 
drawn portrait of Lucian Freud. As 
Sarah poses for him with her new 


How to become a 
freelance writer 


by NICK DAWS 


Freelance wriling can be creative, 
fulfilling and a lot of fun, with 
excellent money to be made as well. 
What's more, anyone can become a 
writer. No special qualifications or 
experience are required. 

The market for writers is huge. In 
Britain alone there are around 1,000 
dally, Sunday and weekly papers, 
and more than 8,000 magazines. 
Many of the stories and articles that 
they publish are supplied by 
freelances. Then there are books, 
theatre, films, TV, radio... 8 


uidantt, hel 


Rêts 
béğlnıters: Details freé. N 


‘The Writer 


. Daptı WEST, .7 Dale. Street, M 
ACC by The Open 


Creasida Connolly with her father Cyril. He was ‘fur erudite, 
often fractious, but he was certainly never boring!’ و‎ 


ary or amorous titile-tattle, the locus 
of any writer's biography must be 
his writing. Lewis accords Cyril's 
work its rightful place, at the cenire 
of his life. After all, Cyril left a re- 
spectable 12 books, two of hemı out- 
standing. W H Auden favoured 
Enemies Of Promise {“you really 
write about writing in the only way 
which is interesting to anyone ex- 
cept academics, as a real occupation 
like banking or fucking, with all its 
attendant boredom, excitement and 
terror ..."), but my money’s on The 
Unquiet Grave as his masterpiece, 
“I think it is one of the very best 
books I have read, I am almost sure 
it will be a classic . . ." Hemingway 
wrote to him, I hope so. 


If you would like to order a copy 
of Cyril Connolly at the special 
discount price of £19 contact 
Books @ The Guardian Weekiy 


ripenı in precisely five weeks and 
spilt to release seed at 3am on 


And under any hectare of cıul- 
tivated land, there are up to a 
billion weed seeds waiting for 

‘that chance exposure to the ght 
that makes (hem germinate, And 
how much full aunlight does it - 
take to kickstart the moisture- : 
laden seed of an Arlington Fancy ' 
lettuce? Just four seconds, ' |' 

But then sunlight is powerful ` 
atuff. Durlng a sunny sunmer 

day, each 1.5 square miles ùf 
'this planét gets a Hiroshima- .: 
sized bombload of energy. Most 
‘af it gets reflected backinto 
space immediately; Planta ' ٤ 
‘Î |photosyntheslae less thah İ per 
‘| jcent'of thè remainder. Théy then ' 
iapend' most of thiat stored’ 
jenergy trying to grow high’ 
-| 'enoügh for a bétter place'irı the 
aun, and they neéd 100 times’ 
thelr own weight in watet to cio 
themselvêa as they doit, whet 
of cbürge requires them.to put 
down miles öf rota, whith për- ‘ 


GUARDIAN WEEKLY 
May 11 1987 


he appeared with John Betjeman in 
a television programme devoted to 
Fitzgerald. Anthony Powell and ian 
Fleming and Stephen Spender 
gossiped about Cyril, Virginia Woolf 
— not a fan — christened him 
“Smartyboots”": thereafter, Nancy 
Mitford and Evelyn Waugh always 
referred to him as "Boots". 

Jeremy Lewis enjoys al] this, burt 
not at the expense of the people 
who really mattered in Cyril's life; 
his sad and rather mysterious fa- 
ther; his lovers and wives; and his 
oldest and dearest friends, espe- 
cially Noel Blakiston, Elizabeth 
Bowen, Maurice Bowra and Joan 
Leigh Fermor. Friendship was very 
important to him. 

It is testament to Lewis's fine 
sleuthing that there are several 
things in this book that I did not 
know before. 

But for all the anecdote, the liter- 


Lilies of the field may neither 


reap nor spin, bit they have to 
work like mad to lift water up 
through their own dense tissues. 
The difficulty is measured in at- 
mospheres — a car tyre ia two : 
atmospheres, 4 dîver has trouble’ 
breathing at three atmospheréa, 
‘buta plant's water-pumpihğ Yê’ 
teki copés with 30 atmospheres. 
'And even a slow-growing tree 
‘has to do it at speed. Hardwoods 
jHift water at the rate ùf 50 metres 
;an hout: 


` Iidùstry requires nourish’ ' 


postage coais {per hook: ! Î niaturlty flowers every day for: 
. Burope . Restof World | ı50 yèars'ûr tiore. Thé buds 
| Hardbeçk . ©3,95. , Rr ' | lopen'at3am aid the petals fall ' 
Liperback E186. fads ,at 4pm the same day; the fruits 


Amorous 
operator 


Cressida Connolly 
Cyl Connally. ': 


by Jeremy Lewis 
Jonathan Cape 672pp £25 


{f 4 OBSTERS he loved, and 


next to lobsters, sex," the 
‘novelist Rose Macauley 
wrote of my father, Cyril ‘Connolly. 
As epitaphs go, Macauley’s has the 
afvanlages of truth, wit and, of 
course, brevity. Jeremy Lewis's bio«- 
graphy is written’ in ihe same spirit 
ofinsiglıt and wry indulgence. Lewis 
has captured his subject so vividly 
ihat reading the book is like spend- 
ing tiıne with ‘Cyril himself, and so 
— [or me, at least — his long bool 
is not a sentence too long. Cyril was 
many things — funny, erudite, often 
fractious — but he was certainly 
never boring. Nor is Jeremy Lewis. 
“Lite without love for me has al- 
ways seemed like an operation witli- 
out an anaesthetic," he wrote. From 
his schooldays, my father had a 
compulsion to form romantic trian- 
gles. It is a measure of how loveable 
he was that his partners put up witli 
him, although with varying degrees 
of exasperation. My mother used to 
get cross wheıı he carne hack raven- 
ously hungry from his assignalions 
anl begged her to make soup for 
hin. “If you've gol to lıave a mis- 
tress, you could at leasl get orıe who 


Of the cabbage as king 


measured at 622km, and the ` 
hairs on these roots can stretch 
to 10,620kım. 


ment: planta provide (he human 
race with 8O per cent of its daily 
energy and-two-thirds of all ls 
protêina. But plants are not juat 
‘industrious, they are-rellable. 
‘Never mirid the élockwork '' " 
orange: there is a Malayan 
evergreen callêd Wormia: 
; | suffFuoflcosa which’ at full 


can cook,” she used to tease. 

Whom Cyril knew would almost 
make a book in itself, The index is a 
name-dropper’s heaven. He shook 
Captain Scott's hand as a tiny boy; 
went to prep school with Orwell and 
Cecil Beaton; visited Sir Arthur 
Evans in Crete in 1924, where he 
ws shown the newly excavated 
frescoes at Knossos. He went to 
lunch with Edith Wharton (and was 
bitterly disappointed that she liked 
his fellow guest, Aldous Huxley, bet- 
ter). He knew Hemingway and Tru- 
man Capote and Ezra Pound and 
James Joyce. Best boast of all, I 
seem to remember, was that he met 
Xuott Fitzgerald, although Lewis 
no mention of it, Certainly, 


` | Tim Radford 


Reaching for tha Sun: 
How Plants Work 

John King 
8 232pp £9.95 


LANTS may be rated to the 
Spot, but that does' nat stop 
them going places, A atem of rye 
‘an make Škm of root a day, and 
that doesn’t iiclude the hairs 

on the root. The root 
: | Fngth of one rye plant haa been 


Sookse / ı Guardian Weekly 


o order any of the books revlswed or 


ı over 100,000 tities avallab! 


Ta . (44) 181 3246678 . 
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hand, so you can rulf 8 


dummy, East follows, you ff ل‎ : 


4# AK985 YKIÛ5 4Q6 #JIÎ 
ا‎ ıı the. ten af heer 
will overruff with the in E, 
3 hand for fl. 
: f | oe: (444) 181 324 8508 


dec, 
ا‎ ۴ 


Chess Leonard Barden 


CIJARDIAN WEEKLY 

Moy 11 1997 

early Bet Ans wats the route for 
White lo break (hrouglı at f7, here 


becomes roule oe for Black's 
cuunlerpl 

211 Nat 21 Bxe6? Rae&. 
TH 22 BI3 3 23 Q2 Qh5 24 
Qu e 25 x3 Bxf3 26 Rde1 
Rac8 27 Reš BcO 28 Riel? 
Missing Polgar's qucen regroup 
wlıich grips the white army in a 
Fual pin. 28 RxBr Rx 24 Bxe§ 
Nxe? 40 Rxe% {nul 30 Qxe5? Qdl+4) 
liolels on. 

Qf7! 29 Bxe NxeS 30 Rxe5 
Qa7+! 31 RES lH 31 Qe3 Rxes! 38 
Qxa7 Rxel+ nudes, RE 32 Qh4 
h6 33 Renigğns. Wlıil: loses a 
runk, 

‘The negntive result al Seville 
was, Of course, Niguf Short's. 
‘The March PCA ratingés (whieh 
include Short's failure at Wijk 
aan Zce and Michael Adams's 
success at Linares) rank Adama 
u4 world No 8, Short No10, and 
the gnp widened further at 
Seville just as tie BCF selectors 
retained Short as England top 
board alteııd of Adams for the 
European leam clhumpionships 
in Croatiu. 


Na 2471 


u Nu DOMO ® ™ © 


White mates in three moves, 
aginst any defence (by K 
Junker). [larder than it appears, 
and, like lant week, u test of yo 
skilî wilh reoks. 


No 2470: 1 Re7+ Kd8(KD8 2 
Rb1 mute) 2 Kc6+ Ke8 3 Kb7 
RUS 4 Rxl8+ Kxd8 5 Re8+ win#. 


‘OO bad for chess that Vlad 

Kramnik isıı't an American. 
The latest super-lournament nl 
Seville confirmed the Las 
Palmas and Linares resulta {hat 
cstablishecl tha 2 1-yeur-olcl 
Muscovite as the worlcl's minı- 
ber (wo after Kasparov, 

But after more than a decade 
of Kv K championships, 
interspersed with the abortive 
title challenges of Short ancl 
Anand, the gume reully docs 
need a serious non-Russian 
contender. 

Seville waa one of the 
slrangest fournamenls to date, 
lacking only Ivancluk and 
Kamsky (lemporarily retired) 


and Kasparov from the world lap 


ten, 

Kranımik's win from Karpov, 
given here last week, was the 
real decider (Anand and 
Kramnik 6/9, Karpov, Salov 
and Topalov 5, Gelfand, Shirov 


and Polgar 4%, Short 3, lllescas 


1%). But il was also significant 


that Judit Polgar, who cume fifth 


at Seville, again held her owı 
with the very best male grancl- 
masters, 

Polgar can now handle all of 


them except for her poor results 
against Kasparov, Kramnik and 


Anand. She ia still only 20 and 
could yet become a credible 


Kasparov challenger in the next 


few years. 
Illescan v Polgar 
1 e4 c5 2 NfS d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 


Nxd4 NI6 5 Nc3 a6 6 Bc4 
Fischer's old favourite of 30 years 


ago, which Polgar counters by the 


same strategy as Spassky İn 1972, 
Black allows the white e4 pawn to 


gain space, but infiltrates pieces on 


both flanks. 


e6 7 0-0 Be7 8 Bb3 0-0 9 f4 
NeG 10 Be3 Nxd4 11 Bxd4 b5 


12 e5 dxe5 13 xc Nd7 14 


Ne4 Bb7 15 Nd6 Bxd6 16 exd6 
Qg5! 17 Qe2 KhS 18 Rad1 Q46 


19 c4 bxc4 20 Bxc4 f5 
Mission accomplished; paradoxi- 
cally the f fle, whiclı in Fischer's 
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ILI USTRATION BARRY LARFING 


Countryside up in flames 


Burning ün moorland is much 
more common. Until 1800 burning 
moorland was only occasional, but 
with the rise of sheep and grouse. 
fire management to control the 
growth of heather in order to pro- 
duce fresh young shoots became a 
skilled art. Jf fires are not properly 
managed to produce a rapid lighl 
burn, or there is a build up of debris 
or overgrazing, they can become 
deepseated in the peat and may con- 
tinue to burn down to the substrate, 
This not only makes them difficult 
to control and extinguish, but the 
changes in the soil structure will af- 
fect ecological conditions for 
decades or even centuries, For 
many rare species confined to 
moors and heaths, such fires mean 
Armageddon. 

Unfortunately, many of the recent 
fires have been caused by a care- 
lessly dropped match or cigarette. 
Some are the reault of arson. [t's 
hard to imagine why someone 
would want to cause such destruc- 
tion to some of the finest remaining 
wild places in Britain. Perhaps that 
urge to make a mark on the world 
using fire — man's oklest tool yet 
greatest fear — is just too powerful 
for some to resist. Perhaps it is be- 
cause İf a place is wild and beautiful, 
there will always be those for whom 
nature stirs a cruel memory and 

‘desire to turn it into the wasteland. 


put may areas of moorland, wond- 
land and heath at risk fron fire. The 
south and southwest of England 
have beer badly hit, On Dartmoor, 
lwo square miles of moorlancl and 
part of Yarner Wood's ancient 
wootlland were dlevastated, as were 
several miles of heathland at Post- 
bridge. 

Firefighters have just controlled a 
fire covering 1,730 acres between St 
Ives and St Just in western Corn- 
wall, in a designated area of out- 
standing natural beauty containing 
many archaeological sites and 
important wildlife habitats, Baltles 
have raged to save Brighstone 
Forest on the Isle of Wight, 117 
acres of the New Forest and many 
acres ol Surrey lıeathland from the 
flames. 

Some ol these fires have been 
caused when gorse burning to pro- 
vide grazing has leapt out of control. 
There is a school of thought which 
claims that heaths were dependent 
on traditional burning methods. 
The historical and ecological evi- 
dence may not support that. Most 
heaths were either grazed heavily 
or used for other purposes and 
burning them was similar to burn- 
ing a crop. Also many heathland 
plants and animals could not have 
gurvived until today if tlıey had 


been regularly burned, Fire is a dan- 


ger lo heathland. 


Paul Evans 


ff PRIL is the cruellest 
month, breeding/ Lilacs 
out of the dead land, 
mixing/ Memory ancl desire, stir- 
ring/ Dull roots with spring rain.” 

So wrote T S Eliot in The Waste 
Land. Lilacs are certainly blooming 
along the railway lines. And the pur- 
ple flowers of Honesty, the vivid 
blues of borage and bluebells and 
the foamy white heads of cow pars- 
ley are stirring in little neglected 
corners of lanes and hedgerows, Al- 
though memory and desire seem 
strongly mixed — with the sweet 
balsam scent of young poplar 
leaves, the frantic courtships and 
nest building of bircis and the flick- 
ering wings of early butterflies — 
nuchl of the land has experienced 
an exceptional cruelly this April. 

This has been the driest spring 
for more than 200 years. Farmers 
are worried about their craps. 
Reservoirs are showing signs of 
serious depletion. Rivers are low 
And the Thames now has mud 
banks that have not been exposed 
for cenlurles. An even more worry- 
ing effect of the drought has been 
the many treasured landscapes 
which have fiterally gone up in 

smoke, 

Weeks without rain, tinder-dry 

leaf litter and strong breezes have 
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Quick çrossword no. 365‏ 


بے س 


elgbl of earls and lwo clubs 
your hand. You can afford one morê 
loser. How will you continue? 
Since Eusl appeurs to Iwo 
۳ left, you can't afford to cash 
Ihe ace of Iearts, since yol 
lose the lat tlıree tricks. But 
also has a dinmond and a club İn 


wilh thé eight of hearts 


witlı the six of hearts, then cash hê 


ace uf irumups and çoncede the 
trick, You lead a dia 


the eight and . . . West, who 
life with: : 


and play a şpade, . pro! 
nine of hearts in East 


' establish a long diamgnd, 
. An excellent pı تاا‎ 
iig to fool decl Play. 


. Î: declarer knoe you to hold 


` afiie example of that tule. 3 


into a number of posillons where 
imaginalive defenders can conjure 
up chances from nowhere to brealk 


Look al this deal from declarer's 
point of view, and see İf you cat 
make your part-score contracl (se 


South West North Kant 

Pass 
Pass 1¢ 2a4" Pass 
' 3¥ ' Pass Pass Pass 


` a) Showing 55 ih. héarts and a 


West leads the king of spades, 
` and switches to the .jack of clubs, 
You try the king from dummy, but 
Egst wins with the ace, .cashes.the 
queen of clubs, anid Îeads the ten of 
. spades, which yay tyff in dummy. 
. ; |; You play ã diamond to the, ace and 
. jl takê a finesse of thé queen of | 
` „„, | hearta, ,which. holds. You cash 
. dummyê king , of „diamonds, to 
' which all follow, and then ruff a diay: 
: mond with your -three, of hearts, |; 
with the king and: 
:, | playa the king of:spades, which you 
- ru in dummy.as, East floweall 


unbealable conlracts. 


table). 


- minor suit - 


: West overruffs with 


` You are down to the:87 af 


Bridge Zia Mahmood 


DON'T know how many books 


" |' monds ang the, Aû of trimps 
dummy öpposite tlıe jack of spades, 


have been written about bridge, 


but at a corıservative guess I would 
say thousands, By now, you would 
think, just about every aspect of the 
game had been covered as thor- 
oughly as possible in one book or 


another. 


So it was refreshing to receive a 
copy of the latest book in the excel- 
lent Step By Step series, published 
by Batsford, and to find it devoted to 
a subject that, as far as I know, has 


not been explored in print before! . 


‘The book is by Barry Rigal, and 
ig called Deception {n Defence. As, 
well as providing a comprehensive 
. view of the standard positions in. 
' which the defenders must play a 


Across 


1 Differ (8) 

5 Threesome (4) 
9 Frelght (5) 

10 Wreath {7) 

11 Map maker (1 2) 
13 Continue —a . 
summary (6) 

14 Stress— It's 
away of . 

speaking (6) 

17 Hoste (12) 

20 Non-speclalist 


-— officer (7) 
21 Perfect (5) 
22 Always (4) 
23 Alam (8) 
Down. £ EFE : 
1 Pack— partofa j 8 Transmisalon (12) | Last week's solutlon , 
record player (4) |İ 12 .Threes-slded ٠ 
` 2 Exceed] figure (@ 
. 3 Euphèmism ; | 15 Obuiaus (7 ` 
' for ploatitute ` | 16 Fishermen (6) 
(4-4, 4) 18 Tut) . 
4 Promise — to 19 Plo... 
give ã job to — 
and go lito 


battle (êj ` 
Stretih— of 
river? (5) 
Unytelding (8) 


BOOKS 37 


can blink to stop the voicè at the 
letter he has in mind. And so he has 
a system of communication, the 
system that allows him to write the 
book. Bauby gives a lot of himself 
away when describing the process, 
with its irritations, its confusions, its 
dreadful slowness. But he makes 
astonishing use of it, 

This boak would be no more ten- 
der and brilliant had it been written 
by Bauby in illuminated manuscript. 
His laborious work with the eye 
only adds to one’s sense of the 
power and beauty of the thirig. But 
itis the writing itself — so full of the 
world's noise, the Jay's pattern 
across the wall, the mind's perfect 
agility and quietness, the man's 
courage and decency and honour, 


makes this book so great. Everyone 
should own a copy. 


THE 
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eniy reason, awki we wili refund 
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` and his love of his children — whith 


If you want to know which are worth reading 
If you appreciate honest, unbiased reviewing, 


Carefully selected, imteigenly writen and 
gı beaulifully illustrated, it's a superb guide to 
5 the best hooks, cassettes, videus and 


+ Asa subscriber, you'!] be ahle to select 
and order as many or as few titles as you 

want fron cach issue and have them delivered 

direclly {o your door — anywhere in the world. 


7اا | سسس 0 1 1 ن 
Lasl Post: The End of Empire , Comparalive Imperial aclieve- | troops slnughlered 1,000 people, Aglibourin polities 1 ho years after Gravity's Rainbow, | Mason's death in 1786. Onethird of Î Jesuits, Freemasons, Scandinavi‏ 
In the Far East ment, iı this sense, is. one of the | many of hem women and cilildren, became ASCINATING and ie fished ro the reclusive pioneer pub- | the book has unfolded before the Geile Mohawk Indians 0 @ The latest copy of The Good Book al TO UY‏ 
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Farewell to all that Ea | 1 eteoe__ | Robinson Crusoe of the senses 


3 Tran 
are soon made sharply aware tlat ٤ Not Entitled: a Memoir, 
this carefully regulated existence, E 4 Kermode (Flamingo, £.) Andrew O'Hagan 


ter of heels outside, Lying in his bed 
he becomes all consciousness, He 
has “locked-in syndrome”, a condi- 
tion which renders him mentally 
alert but frozen in body. His mind 


worst, they could still make writing | blurs, and he feels ike someone 


D J Taylor 


Kowloon Tong elced out with trips to the races and ن‎ 0 Tha Diving-Bell and the Butlerîy happen, who lias taker 1 1 1 
by Paul Theroux Bunt's lunch-hour sojourns in the 0 : 1 : ERMODE'S autobiography is by E Jean-Dominique Bauby had a | too old for E E 0 ا‎ the corridors of the hospital 
Hamish Hemilton 213pp £16.99 brothels, is under siege. Tle future, ا + 2 ٍ 0 ا‎ of lacunae, as it were, from trans Jeremy Leggatt 2 e n ا‎ testdriving a | and then he falls into a coma 1 EE 2 ا ی ی‎ of 

: 5 n the winter of 1985. : discovering 


“Paral » 
Fourth Estate 139pp £9.99 Te سا‎ song "A Day in the lif? | writes ا‎ e 0 ie hpi 
° on the radio as he drove | oned inside his own is mi 
E ا‎ E into the Paris office of Ellè. Bauby | intact, but unable to e ا‎ 
hl 2 0 the | was the magazine's editor, and | In-my case, blinking my left eye is 
n ompl e clearly, from his account, he had all Î my only means of Camilli 
e nee ا‎ 2 them | the vanity and worry and lunchabi- Î Of course, the sufferer is the last to 
e sfield, William | ity common to those who hold up | hear the good news. ‘I myself had 
, Oscar Moore — might be | well in those jobs. While driving | 20 days of deep coma ee 


Western ghost towns — and his 
tlreams become part of his éveryday, 
ahot blizzard through his ward. 
Bauby becormres a sort of Robin- 
son Crusoe of the senses: he is 
stranded but has all the mental stuff 
with which to build something of a 
bearablé life, And one daj he sees 
footprints, and the promise of sone 


at first manifested in tiny shocks to 
the system, as when the factory 
manager buys a flat on the main- 
land, is personified in the looming 
shape of Mr Hung, a Chinese entre- 
preneur who has barely been intro- 
duced to Bunt at the club before he 
offers to buy him out, 

Bunt's initial impulse is to regard 


TS NO disrespect to the 20 or so 
novels of Paul Theroux’s 30year 
career to say that the best work 
came early on. Faced wilh the vast, 
semtautobiographical grinds of 
Theroux's maturity, the reader back- 
tracks to Saint Jack (1873) or The 


quoted." Or of Syduey: "Of the plea 
sures of lhal cily I shall not wrile 
here, but they were not negligible” 
Of his marriage: "lt occurs to me 


‘Family Arsenal (1975), where the : thought to have bı : : 
writing was sharper, the obsessions Î Hung as a tedious irritation. Unfor- م‎ that . . . if I were Rousseau, or per ا‎ E een at their best | home he goes dizzy, everything | weeks of grogginess and somno- | thing to take him olıt of Himself 
less claustrophobically personal. tunately the Chinese turns out to be It haps some quite ordinary auto Not all writers respond to physi- lence before 1 fully appreciated the | What he finds is a friendly new 
Presumably Theroux, who gets | a sharp operator, with a nice line in biographer, Î should say something cal disability by turning their degen- a ا‎ damage . .. When I fi- Û alphabet. All the most frequently 
y surfaced, I was in Room 119 of 


about thal. But 1 don't intend ta" 
Whal, you may find yourself asking 
by now, kind of autobiography is 
this? In a sense, it is quite ordinary: 
Manx upbringing, war service on 
some old tub in the merchant nay, 
but the mental means which 
lowed him to escape a workingclass 
background and eventually become 
King Edward VII Professor of Eng 
fish Literature at Cambridge are mi 
referred lo al all, unless we accep! 
the t yf his nwn prose —il' 
ence rich, feline iuul precise او‎ 
uvidence thal he could have writin 
a buuk like Ihe Sense Of An Eu 
ing. But this doesn't mean you won 
like the buk: il is beautifully wi 


used letters in French are arranged 
in order, so they can be read out by 
someone with a voice, and Bauby 


eration into a subject, though: some 
(ike Proust and Robert Louis 
Stevenson) rather find a new imagi- 

native strength in the midst of all | 
their shivering and hacking, and 
they use it to build colourful worlds 
ar beyond (or far behind) the dim 
light of the sick room. For all (heir 
terrors, however, all the writers 
mentioned were still able to drive 
the pencil across the page, and com- 
mand the sickening body with the 


blackmail, gifts to Bunt's mistress, a 
factory girl named Mei-ping, and a 
willing audience in Betty, who fan- 
cies a bungalow back home. The 
likely state of postcolonial Hong 
Kong having been explained to hin1, 
Bunt capitulates, only to find that 
his interests have been engaged. 
Summoned to “celebrate” the sale, 
he discovers that Hung lıas invited 
Mei-ping and her friend Ah Fu. Last 
seen leaving by taxi in the company 
of her host, Ah Fu disappears. 
Inevitably, what lurks belıind this 
account of frosty negoliation and 
the inward fury of people suddenly 
driven to appreciate their powerless- 


famously cross about bad reviews, 
has been taking the frequent criiical 
lectures of this kind to heart, as 
Kowloon Tong is one of his 
strongest performances in years, 
The.omens for. a work set in 
Hong Kong on the cusp of the hand 
back were distinctly unpromising. 
Novels of this kind, got up to mark 
some historical baton-change, 
nearly always have a slightly facti- 
tious air, character taking second 
place to spectacle, plot invariably 
dovetalling into panorama. Here, by 
contrast, Theroux succeeds by 
ignoring — more or less — the 
broader sweep of time's pageant in 


the Naval Hospital at Berck-surMer 
on the French Channel coast. This 
same Room 119, now infused with 
the first light of day." 

Bauby cold see well enough the 
first light of day; as you read his ac- 
count of his final days, you feel he is 
coming to see the slowness of 
things, and the stillness of all, in a 
0 that is new him. This once- 
e 1 usy man is now busy with nothi 
Man Ray Photographs | bar his own toute: he literêreis 


2 n. 
E: E4, 


books... 


force of the mii 1 | 
of the mind. Even al their | (Thames & Hudson, £19.95) light, and people's looks, and tle clat- 


Pynchon'’s oddball couple 


Mullar'ds — 43-year-old Neville {aka 
“Bunl”) nnd his solicitoıuıs nıollier 
Belly — live a close, sequeslered 
1ife in the arid enclosures of “Albion 
Cottage". Like their domicile, wit 
its outofdate appliances and royal 
partraits, tlhe Mullards are a potent 
symbol of displacement, With 50 
years of colonial exîle under her 
capacious belt, Mrs Mullard is still a 
die-hard ex-pat, anostrophising (he 
locals as “Chinky-Chonks” and re- 
fusîng lo eat ln Chinese restaurants. 

Studiously indifferent to the 
prospect of change at the factory, 
Bunt simply files official ‘cominuni- 
cations away unrvatD, the Mullardls 


favour of a minute concentration on | ness in the face of events is a para” sk: i ۴ y wi 
the fruit of lwo nıundane lives. ble of culture clash. Page upon page ıen, aunling in ea and in hi: 7و ص و‎ 
Recenlly elevated lo the role of | comes cranımel with epigrammatic dliseansfort wills hinnsell. John Dugdale his 1950s short stories — a bewit | Adam Smith —is pl Read The Good Book 
sole proprietors of a local factory by Buntendorsed résumés of ihe Chic س‎ deringly wholesale strategic re Pyne) E lenomenal. ا‎ 2 
the dealh of their co-owner (the lo- | nese character (“They carried on The Office Jungle, by Judl : Mason 8 Dixon think. Trieksy history. the fiction of | idim rr ا‎ writing in this foreign be 
cation gives the novel ils tille),.lhe | their lives in wlıispers and their James (HarperCollins, £6.99) by Thomas Pynchon ideas and the fatally i lea of E e it n tonal 
business in shouts, If they wanted Cape 773pp £16.99 Europe were banished, to be re- | pages, when 1 beautifully r 1 ۹ 


placed by American roacl novels. | elegiac coda is liglıtened by a meet- 


you lo accepl 4 preseul they 
Emne end has been the | Vineland embodies this new anti- ing with the rival double acl of 


raınmerl il down your throat, ancl 
1he present was never an expensive 
thing), but the final eflect is.to in- 
‘duce scepticism. Between Bunt and 
Hung there exisls only mutual con 
tempt. Menlal conventions are sel 
in granite; attenıpls at conununica- 
tion hardly seratch the surface. 
Sultably enough, given the larger 
issues looming al the novel's edge, 
Kowloon Tong encls wilh a series of - 
betirayals: Meving, the factory 


AMES, a former nualcl, 4 ort‏ ل 
{CD-ROMs‏ 


isl wl lilles include Cort 
Girl, Crime aml Su 


common theme of Thi 1 : Di 
sune iı leveluper uf “inaye aul omas | aesthetic, In Mason & Dixon Pyu- | Boswell and Johnson. In the latter 


1 = Pynchon's bulkier fiction, | chon finds a diaphoni 2 ic 1 
senlalion skills", has wrillen a nkiug, ¥ (1963), wlıich tracks | linear narrative that RO E a 
abut uny tu survive il office jo: Britain's decline from Khartouın to | produces an overflowing Hogar- tion. Its time: he E id 
Alia, ا‎ Ihousghl, target practkê . Suez, to Gravity's Rainbow (1973), | thian canvas; a lext that is rarely Washington's earl a 
Tunny think il ا‎ e 4 1 ا‎ the final e of the second | cryptic but readmits his intellectual | gether arouse a rg 
ıeadings include "low lo : war and documenting the | preoccupations, 1 iki 
tively" aul “low lo lok i deatirthroes of European geopoliti- Fractionally longer than Gravity's r r 
Though You're Working cal hegemony. Written in the USA of | Rainbow, Mason & Dixon is ostensi- | rendering of the revolutionary : 
When You're Nol", (Avoid doodine | the 1900s, these astoundingly inven- | bly a winter's tale told in postrevolu- | Yet as the odd couple plod Daas 
yawning, suring off into pat i live novels held a quizzical mirror up | tionary Philadelphia by the | into the boondocks, you gradually 
sirhing, tapping, aul dis ٤ {lhe new superpower, already itself | surveyors’ chaplain, the Rev Wicks | realise that this Sot on 
; pen. Û once cloodlexl so fi te-imperial. e Cherrycoke, to entertain his | Shandyan picaresque is all you're 
Aig (hat 1 had 16 Epic yet friskily parodic, politi- | nephews and niece. Its language is | going to get. 
oul Jor iar piper. NuW cally engagé yet permeated by the | 18th century English, reproduced 
ne.) Girt iI i you are. lading aê ntastic, they anticipated and in | on the page complete with capi LEARLY, the character 
eş troblemakers. One of | quiet despuralion. 0 some cases influenced the subse- | talised nouns and abbreviations. sketches in these chapters 
Ilo Chi Minh, wus le lw EE e i “new wave history” of Garcia Far from confining itself to the are not merely comedy for 
¢ nemesis in Indochina. Oner | Vanishing Diaspora: the Je“ r auez, Fuentes, Rushdie, Eco | mapping of the Line, Cherrycoke'’s | its own sake: the sheer variety of 
Europo sinco 1945, bY 1 Carey, much of'it sirnilarly pre- Î narrative recounts its heroes’ lives | oddball or marginallsed immigrants 
esra Ol lie e isl | Waaserstein (Penguln, £9.94 occupied with national identity, For | from their first meeting in 1760 to | the surveyors meet — Moravians, 
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Commerce with commun 


ism . ,. Souvenirs from Hong Komfs future 
Life really is 
richer, brighı 


Betly’s transformation from queru | phy is ne malch for the real evil lit 
lous substilute wife into a figure of | confremis him. But Bunt's failing is 
genuine malevolent power is one uf | only weakness, I sees safe lo as- 
{he best things in the book. Earlier, Û sume, on he strength of ‘Teroux's 
and. proplıetically, Bunt blames .| excellent novel, (hal there are other, 
“Flonyg Kong, lhe way il cut off peo Û more conspictons villains, antl Ulual 
workforce, Bunl's vague lopes — | ples roots and male {hem selfish | they night inhabil government of 
all thes: are ıo mateclı for Hung and | and smug, and greedy and spine | flees rather {ban the fudlories of 
lhe Quisling al Albion Collage, less". Cerlainly his owa moral alro- | Kowloon Tong. 


Last glow of empire as the sun sets in east 


maele governing hy the indigenous ‘difficulties fram the ualives, such as 
peoples as easy as possible. in Badong in 1906, panicky Dırtelı 
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AM NOT sure where the British 1 
[ India, south of China and north of:Î The French liad more.:noble, mo- | ‘cıce that presents one: of the greal | appearance by murder and ton of California's sixties counter- | (northern, Quaker, republican, #0- | Longitude, so the reader would ® 4 FREE £š token to spend 


currenlly are,.on the queştion of 1 

postimperial guilt; you know, that. Australia, he Illustrates the rise, .| tives. Not Interested in an empire | paradoxes uf this history. After some | tion in Eastern Europe ciabie, randy) and his partner, a re- Î rather be back in the insurgent east- : 
commodity of deep. shame for its | decline and fall of the -British, | for the sake of money, they instead | initial heavy-handeclnesa in the lale Î in the West by dissolution So Mason & Dixon finds him Î pressed, melancholic widower. ern cities than hearing tales of a @ Exclusive speclal offers . 
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slill haunted hy the: glimpee, Year ime-oııt, once again drawn to a ingly rebellious colony, they run | Prague rabbl'a golem. 
on the verge of losing an em- | into Benjamin Franklin and George Pynchon is here stymied by his 
ike other Pynchon heroes, | Washington before beginning to | book's factional premise, its com- 


,ment in the Philippines had been 
about setting a path towards libera- 
tion. and natipnalism. They were 


tural imperialism. As .Keay points 
out, itımeant more to the. French 
„hat a Vietnamese should convert to 


tlon of colenial peoples during what | pires in the Far East. - . 
` Sir John Seeley so memorably called Although Keay is not above a bit 
“the expansion of England", Some | of satire at thè British old çolonials’ 


pire, 
in the ghetto of. Çraco# ® 
Jews i gh dou the astronomer Charles'Mason and plot the boundary. As they advance | nıitment to dogging the heroes' 


‘itles abroad to see that they were, if Malaysia have been paragons of re- Î. This non-exploitation, as8 the anti-. | scheme with a vengeance — though 
there would be such a thing, model | gional stability and prosperity. By | imperialists might see it, was how | Keay points out that Americans 
imperialists. Rarely, too, did the | contrast, the French empire in; ever another definition of economic | ‘would shudder to be accused of such 
British outstay their welcome; and | Indochina, the Dutch in Indonesia | non-development., French colonial | ,a thing in the context of Vietnam. . 

. did their best to leave legacies that | and thi iericains'. experiment in ‘Î !ists went to Vietnam before the war | :One ofthis book's few weaknesses i8 

1 م‎ Phi ppines a اا ا‎ an e e and that e does. Glee 0 
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1 maintaining thls part, of empire a 
ي‎ monëy; but when confronted with: British in thelr tolerance. of. other. gaê del leger i E 


there anymore. .. : otes of official hi E O : 
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